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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 

Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Piet Daas (Review board) √ 

Maiki Ilves (PL WP 3) √ Anders Holmberg (Review board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4)  Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Antonino Virgillito (Sandbox)  √ 

Boro Nikic (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

Marco Puts (WP 4) √   

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the meeting of the Co-ordination Group of the 
ESSnet Big Data (CG), especially Marco Puts, replacement of Anke. 

Extra point at the remaining issues is the big data workshop in Ljubljana on 13th 

and 14th of October.  

Concerning WP 5, there seems to be a bottleneck concerning the meeting with 
mobile phone companies. If there is not enough time, the matter will be 
discussed outside the meeting. 

 

2. Wiki: state of the art 

The MediaWiki is online and some WP leaders are already working on it. In a 
meeting in Luxembourg some issues (for example about access) were 
discussed.   

The focus in the next weeks is to improve the common structure, get more 
standardisation between the different WPs, write down general rules, upload 
general information of the ESSnet BD project, make a number of templates etc. 

If you need any kind of assistance, please contact Marc.  
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3. Resources used so far 

A brief explanation is given by Martin on the overview of the resources used so 
far. Not every participant has sent information and there are questions for 
some who did. Martin will contact them bilaterally.  

Before the Tallinn meeting the overview will be updated. Peter will send a mail 
to the country contacts requesting updated information (Action 21: Peter). 

 
4. Agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

The draft agenda was sent with the documents of this meeting. 

Decision: 
The agenda of the Tallinn meeting is agreed by all participants of the CG. 
 
Specifics: 
- On behalf of Maiki a common dinner on the first evening has been added 

to the agenda. Please let Maiki (cc Peter and Martin) know if you are 
planning to attend the dinner (Action 22: All). 

- So far no information about attending the meeting  has been received from 
Bulgaria and Romania. They get a reminder. 

- If you want a back-to-back meeting for your WP in Tallinn before or after 
the meeting, please inform Maiki. 

- Each WP leader must prepare a presentation (state of the art, deliverables, 
milestones, planning etc). Please send the (draft) presentation to Peter on 
6th of June the latest (Action 23: WP leaders). 

- After the CG meeting in Tallinn there is a meeting of the Task Force Big 
Data in Helsinki. The WP leaders who will attend that meeting are asked to 
give a presentation in Helsinki also. For those who will not attend, Peter 
will make use of their presentation.  

- An extra point on the agenda is the Big Data workshop in October in 
Ljubljana. 

 
SGA-2 

The call (by Eurostat) for SGA-2 is expected to be made before the end of June. 
SGA-2 will be discussed in Tallinn, and the results of the discussion can still be 
taken into account when drafting the call, but preparations for the call will 
start earlier (specifications on a high level, deliverables mentioned in the FPA 
to be delivered in SGA-2, etc.). Discussing SGA-2 in Tallinn is very important, 
there will not be much opportunity afterwards because of summer holidays. 

It is also important to know the need for budget for SGA-2. This depends, 
among other things, on costs related to data access, and on the WPs that will 
be part of SGA-2. In this respect the state of the art of getting access to mobile 
phone data will be very pertinent. The continuation of WP 5 and the other 
pilots depend on the possibility to get access to data.  

There was some discussion about starting new pilots in SGA-2, because that 
was considered an option when drafting SGA-1, especially concerning WP 6 and 
WP 7. Albrecht explains that if pilots are concrete enough and they fit within 
the budget it may be possible to start new pilots, but the budget is rather 
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limited. This emphasizes the need to discuss the content of SGA-2 in Tallinn 
and start its drafting as soon as possible. 

 

5. WP 1 to 7: 

WP 1 : Webscraping / Job Vacancies 

Robert Breton (ONS) and Martina Rengers (DESTATIS) are going to a training 
event at Thessaloniki, Greece, on using the CEDEFOP job vacancy pilot system. 
It is hoped that this will lead to an arrangement to access this data for the 
ESSNet. 

At the end of April there was a WebEx meeting but only three members were 
available so there wasn’t much progress. The next meeting is on 27th of May 
(editor: rescheduled to 2nd of June).  

One of the issues is that Sweden is about to lose a key participant of the WP 
because of a change of job. 

Work on the deliverables will continue, in particular the inventory of job 
portals and the mechanism for getting data. 

At the end of July a virtual sprint will be organized where the focus is on 
technical issues.  

 

WP 2 : Webscraping / Enterprise Characteristics 

WP 2 has monthly WebEx meetings. Minutes of the meetings and other 
documents are uploaded on the MediaWiki. 

The template for use cases was proposed to the partners and has been agreed 
on.  

Further actions are: 

- identifying use cases; 
- defining the population for web scraping; 
- finalizing the software (also by Statistics Netherlands); 
- finalizing the structure; 
- compare and share information between the partners; 
- first deliverable on legal issues to be drafted end of May. 

The face-to-face meeting takes place on 7, 8 and 9 November in Rome. 

Albrecht makes a request to  Monica to share the results on legal aspects. This 
can be used, for example, for questions in the questionnaire. Furthermore, all 
WPs have to deal with legal issues so all information and knowledge is 
welcome.  

 

WP 3 : Smart Meters 

WP 3 is using the MediaWiki. The first draft report is being written. 

Concerning the data: 

- EE will get data on 2015 (more smart meters than in 2013 and 2014). 
- Denmark has an agreement to get data at the end of May. 
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- Sweden has gained no access to test data but will continue trying to get 
access. Sweden is responsible for coordinating and editing the Report 1 of 
WP 3. 

- Austria has no access to data, but they will make use of Estonian and 
Danish data to create synthetic data. 

Statistics Estonia is using Sandbox to study the different tools there. They have 
been in contact with Toni about getting access to smart meters data that 
should be already available in Sandbox.  

 

WP 4 : AIS Data 

AIS data covering half a year has been received on European level and is 
being analysed within the Sandbox.  

The members of WP 4 have met in the Netherlands. Tasks have been divided 
between the members of the WP. 

There is a question about Github and its public/private use. The specific 
question will be raised with Marc bilaterally. 

 

WP 5 : Mobile Phone Data 

Negotiations are still going on. Some countries are further in the negotiations 
than others. In consultation with Eurostat the meeting in Luxembourg is 
postponed till September. 

The draft questionnaire has not yet been sent to Eurostat. David hopes that 
when the questionnaire is ready, enough NSIs will respond quickly and 
analyses can be made. This is necessary because he must deliver his report in 
June. 

Other issues: 

- David contacted Toni concerning the Sandbox, not for processing data 
but for getting informed.  

- Documents are not yet uploaded to the MediaWiki. 

David is optimistic about getting access to data to be used in SGA-2 but it is 
necessary to know what type of data is needed and how to deal with data for 
research only or for business use. It is relevant who the contact person is at 
the MNO. The suggestion of an extra WebEx meeting about this issue with 
Eurostat and Peter is accepted. In preparation, David will compile 
information on the situation of data access. 

 

WP 6 : Early Estimates 

A face-to-face meeting together with WP 7 will be arranged at the end of June 
(28th till 30th). Agreement has been reached on actions to be carried out. 

Results of one pilot of one country are expected, and results of investigations 
about possible access to different data sources can, presumably, be presented 
at the Tallinn meeting. These can also be useful for the discussion on SGA-2, for 
which there are many ideas. 
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Documents will be uploaded to the MediaWiki before the end of May. 

 

WP 7 : Multi Domains 

WP 7 is using the MediaWiki already. There have been several WebEx 
meetings. The intention is to send the questionnaire to all participants on 26th 
May. The results shall be available at the Tallinn meeting. 

 
6. Utilisation of the Sandbox 

Toni prepared material for the wiki (front page, basic information about the 
account and how to use Sandbox) and is busy completing the information. User 
accounts have been created. 

He received questions from some WP leaders and the answers will be on the 
wiki too (creating a FAQ). It is also important to deal with legal issues in a 
proper way.  

In a few weeks Toni is going to send more information to the WP leaders. 

 
7. Review board 

Feedback has been received from every WP leader. The review board will meet 
next week for planning and dividing tasks.  

 
8. Minutes / actions 2nd CG meeting  

This time the minutes had not been distributed in advance for comments, so 
this was dealt with during the meeting.  

Specific comments: 

David had sent the information to Lilli, not to Piet, and the questionnaire had 
not been sent to Eurostat yet. 

With these corrections the minutes were agreed on. 

Actions: 

See actions list below. 

 

9. Any remaining issues and closing 

Workshop Ljubljana: 

Boro provides some information about the big data workshop in Ljubljana on 

13 and 14 October:  

- An official website has been created for the event. 

- The focus will be on on-going activities in the context of the big data Action 

Plan and Roadmap. 

- The two main topics will be the ESSnet Big Data and legal and ethical 

issues. 

- There will be parallel sessions. 
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The content of the workshop is not decided yet by the programme committee. 

The main goal of the event is to inform and get feedback from the attendants.  

Boro asks Albrecht if members of the ESSnet BD should attend. According to 

Albrecht, part of the contract between Eurostat and Slovenia is to organize an 

event. Whether members of the ESSnet BD should attend depends on the work 

in the ESSnet and what topics are on the agenda at the workshop. This is still 

open and there will be contact between Eurostat and Slovenia about the 

agenda.  

For this workshop there may be travel reimbursements for one participant per 

country. The workshop will be back-to-back with a meeting of the Task Force 

Big Data. More information will be available in the Tallinn meeting. 

Other issues 

The Task Force Big Data will meet in Helsinki following the Tallinn meeting. 

Perhaps it will be possible for Sogeti and others to participate in the Task Force 

by video for certain agenda items.  This will be investigated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is responsible 
for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will take part 
in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 21)  

Nr Who What When Status 

19 Toni Send list of tools which can be used with the Sandbox and information of 

the possibility to upload data to all WP leaders 

Asap running 

21 Peter Send request for updated information on resources used to country 

contacts 

Asap  

22 All Tallinn 

participants 

Inform Maiki about attending the dinner on the first evening (13
th

 of June)  

 

Asap  

23 WP leaders Send your (draft) presentation for the Tallinn meeting to Peter  6
th

 June  
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Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

4 All Inform Maiki about participation in Tallinn 

(20160518: Maiki shall send reminders to Bulgaria and Romania) 

6th April done 

12 Marc Send link of MediaWiki when available to members CG meeting 

(link received but first testing and minimal content on the website before 

sending to all members) 

Asap done 

15 All List of deliverables to review board including dates of delivering draft and 

expected feedback 

15th April 

22nd April 

done 

17 Country co-

ordinator 

Filled in Annex III with days and costs spent (cumulative) one week before 

each CG meeting. First time two weeks in advance. 

4th May done 

18 Country co-

ordinator 

Copy of the authorized bank account number Asap done 

20 All Send  minutes of your meetings to Peter and Martin 

(from time to time Peter will remind everyone to do so) 

On-going done 

 

 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2016-06-13 

2016-06-15 

afternoon 

morning 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Tallinn (Estonia) 

2016-07-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-09-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-10-05 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-02 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-17 

2016-11-18 

time to be 

decided 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Brussels (Belgium) 

2016-12-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 

 


