
 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc Toomas Kirt, Fernando Reis 

 from Martin van Sebille 

  Project secretary 

  

 subject Minutes 2nd CG meeting ESSnet BD by WebEX - 2016-04-06 

  2016-04-18 

  

   

   

 

 

Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 

Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Boro Nikic (PL WP 6) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Lilli Japec (Review board)  

Maiki Ilves (PL WP 3)  Piet Daas (Review board) √ 

Anke Consten (PL WP 4) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat)  

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

Toomas Kirt (WP 3) √ Fernando Reis (Eurostat)  

Antonino Virgillito (Sandbox) √   

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the meeting of the Co-ordination Group of  
the ESSnet Big Data (CG). Especially Toomas Kirt, replacement of Maiki and 
Antonino Virgillito who will give some information about the Sandbox. 
Fernando Reis had been asked to replace Albrecht but could not make it. 
 
In general the agenda starts with cross cutting issues, for example  
administrative matters. 
 

2. Introduction to the Sandbox 
Antonino (Toni) Virgillito introduces himself. He works at ISTAT and is also 
internationally involved at UNECE for the Sandbox, located in Ireland at the 
Irish Centre for High-End Computing. 
 
The whole idea of using (big) data in the Sandbox is to experiment and to do 
some practical work on big data, in a real computational environment. This 
involves playing and experimenting, but also sharing data in a virtual 
environment. The Sandbox is preinstalled in the cloud in Ireland. The Sandbox 
is available for institutions for a reasonable price. 
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The Sandbox works standard with Hadoop technology, which is more or less 
the standard to work with big data. You can use different tools including “R”. 
There is a lot of space to store data or datasets. As for now Toni is busy with a 
big data project where the focus is on collaboration to work with big data and 
different tools. For the ESSnet project the Sandbox would be very good. 
 
Toni offers to be facilitator for the ESSnet, giving technical, administrative 
support and sharing his experience with the Sandbox. He can be the bridge 
between the work packages and avoid different settings. The co-operation will 
have mutual benefits. 
 
If the CG agrees he will need information for helping with carrying out the 
installation in the Sandbox environment: 
- background of the work packages involved; 
- information what is needed for your work package concerning the Sandbox 

(Action 10: PL WP 1 till 4). 
 

Decision: 
The CG agrees on technical support by Toni. Toni will take part in the CG 
meetings further on. 
 
For the time being work packages 1 till 4 intend to make use of Sandbox. Work 
package 5 is in the procedure of getting access to data and for work packages 6 
and 7 it is too early to start with the Sandbox. 
 
The work packages link to Toni directly. There may be legal issues involved in 
sending data to the Sandbox. The work package leaders are responsible for 
ensuring that all legal conditions are met if they send data to Ireland. 
 
After the CG meeting information about the Sandbox will be sent to the 
participants. Action 11: Toni. 
 

 Toni ends with a small presentation of Hadoop. 
 

3. Internal communication 
 
a. wiki: state of the art 
Update by Marc: The specifications for the MediaWiki are discussed with 
Eurostat. As Albrecht is absent, Marc is in contact with Fernando Reis and this 
week (week 14) the wiki should be plugged in. For technical support 10k euro is 
available but Marc is also in contact with his former communication team at 
Eurostat to look at the possibilities of technical support. Later on, the site 
architecture must be filled in such as home page, general structure and 
environment, the areas of the work packages, etc. Marc doesn’t foresee any 
problems, given his own experiences. The MediaWiki should be up and running 
in the next couple of weeks for sharing documents. 
 
Even though the general structure is not completely ready yet, Peter asks to 
send the link to the members of the CG meeting as soon as the wiki is plugged 
in so that we can take notice of the wiki and give feedback. Action 12: Marc.  
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b. use of WebEx 
WebEx is up and running. There was some discussion about the different time 
zones and influence of summertime. The link of the WebEx meeting includes 
GMT time so participants have to compare with their own local time.  
 

4. Administrative matters 
 
a. planning of CG meetings 
Peter gives an explanation to the proposed schedule. There are no further 
remarks or questions.  
 
Please note that not everyone has informed Maiki yet about the attendance of 
the Tallinn meeting in June (action 4). 
 
Decision: 
The presented schedule of CG meeting is accepted by all members. 
 
b. reporting arrangements 
Overviews of realised days and costs are not only needed for contractual 
reasons, but also for reasons of project management and co-ordination. One 
week before each CG meeting, the information must be sent to Peter and 
Martin, who will compile a consolidated overview of days and costs spent. For 
this reason a template for the information needed will be drafted, to be 
discussed at the next CG meeting (Action 13: Peter/Martin). This implies that 
for the next meeting no data has to be sent yet. 
 
Each country is responsible for the proper registration of hours/days and costs 
spent. This is needed for accounting and auditing reasons during the ESSnet 
project and after its termination. 
 
c. distribution of 1st payment of SGA-1 
The first payment (40%) will be transferred to CBS after signing the SGA-1. This 
will probably take place beginning next week. Because there are also material 
costs to be paid, some in advance, a proposal for the distribution of the first 
payment will be drafted (Action 14: Peter/Martin). 
 
Monica remarks that travel costs also must be paid in advance and Toomas, 
WP 3, has to make prepayments for the server fee. 

 
5. WP 1 to 7: current situation and immediate plans  

 
WP 1 : Webscraping / Job Vacancies 

This work package is busy preparing the face-to-face meeting in Wiesbaden. 
Nigel went to a workshop on job vacancies in Amsterdam in March, with a lot 
of interest from the public and academic sectors. The work package does not 
focus on collecting data because other organisations are doing that. Buying 
data may be an option. Then the focus can be on making statistics. 
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WP 2 : Webscraping / Enterprise Characteristics 

On 23th  and 24th of March there was a face-to-face meeting in Rome. The 
meeting really speeded up the work. Information and activities were shared, a 
work plan and use cases were initialized. The specific contribution of each 
country was determined. First thoughts about getting data and methodology 
were discussed. Legal issues will be looked at in collaboration with WP 1.  
 
It would really help if the MediaWiki were available soon so documents can be 
shared. A back to back meeting may be held in Tallinn before the CG meeting. 
However, there is also the TF big data in Helsinki after the meeting in Tallinn. It 
is up to work package leader to arrange a back to back meeting or not. 
 

WP 3 : Smart Meters 

The first face-to-face meeting was in Tallinn. An overview of smart metering 
and status in participating countries was given, the outline of the first report 
was agreed and a clear schedule and responsibilities to conduct the tasks of the 
project were agreed. Also Estonian smart meters data and first visualizations 
were presented and details for creating synthetic data were discussed. A 
WebEx meeting was held with JRC and Eurostat, after which information was 
exchanged (hyperlinks).  
 

WP 4 : AIS Data 

On 1st of April a WebEx meeting was held with JRC. JRC has much experience 
with data that can be used. Afterwards, further information was shared 
(hyperlinks and documents). 

 

A first WebEx meeting was held with the participants of the work package 
concerning: 

- how to divide tasks; 
- alternative sources; 
- (getting) data from Dirkzwager on European level; 
- the use of the Sandbox. 

The first face-to-face meeting is on 9th and 10th of May at CBS Heerlen. 

 

WP 5 : Mobile Phone Data 

It is very difficult to find an appropriate date for the meeting in Luxembourg 
with Eurostat and some MNOs. It is important that MNOs get invitations well 
in advance to attend to the meeting. Work has already been done on the 
draft questionnaire. 

 

Peter suggests that if the meeting cannot take place in May, it may be held 
later if Eurostat agrees, because Eurostat is involved in this matter. (This 
would imply moving the milestone accordingly.)  
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WP 6 : Early Estimates 

There is an internal WebEx meeting on the 8th of April and a joined meeting 
with work package 7 will take place in May in Warsaw. Within SURS contact 
has been made with the methodologists, proposals of pilots are discussed and 
these are worked out in more concrete tasks. 
 

WP 7 : Multi Domains 

Brainstorming meetings are held, which are also input for the joined meeting in 
May. Preparations for that meeting are made. A schedule of the deliverables 
will be discussed at the meeting. 
 

6. The review board  
No suggestions have been received for a third member of the review board.  
Lilli now has someone from SSB of Norway in mind. The person has not been  
contacted yet. Finding someone may be difficult, since this is voluntary work. 
 
It would be of great value for the planning of our work if the review board 
could get a complete list of all the deliverables with the date on which the draft  
will be sent to the review board and the date on which feedback is expected  
(Action 15: All) (WP 3 has already given a list). If an exact date cannot be given, 
please give a provisional date, the exact date to be given later on when it is  
certain. 

 
7. Minutes / actions 1st CG meeting  

All comments are included in the minutes. 

Actions: 

See actions list. 

 

8. Any remaining issues and closing 

Boro mentions a big data workshop in Ljubljana in October which could be 

interesting for everybody. Information will be sent by email (Action 16: Boro). 
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Decisions 

Nr Who What 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he 
will take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 10)  

Nr Who What When Status 

4 all Inform Maiki about participation in Tallinn 6
th

 April running 

10 Nigel, 

Monica, 

Maiki, 

Anke 

Background of the WP and information for using Sandbox to Toni asap  

11 Toni Information on the Sandbox to participants asap  

12 Marc Send link of MediaWiki when available to members CG meeting asap  

13 Martin, 

Peter 

Template for reporting days and costs spent 20
th

 April  

14 Peter, 

Martin 

Proposal for the distribution of the first payment 20
th

 April  

15 All List of deliverables to review board including dates of delivering 

draft and expected feedback 

15
th 

April  

16 Boro Information about big data workshop in October asap  

 

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

1 Peter 

Martin 

Schedule of the CG meetings 6
th

 April done 

2 Peter Invite Antonino Virgillito to demonstrate Sandbox asap done 

3 Maiki Information about accommodations in or near Tallinn asap done 

5 all Suggestions for a third member of the review board to Lilli, Piet, 

Peter (editorial: no suggestions) 

28
th

 March done 

 

6 Albrecht Report on legal issues concerning webscraping on European level 

to all WP leaders 

asap done 

7 Albrecht Information on workshop smart meters electricity grids to Maiki asap done 

8 Albrecht Contact information JRC container tracking project to Anke asap done 

9 David Contact Telefonica asap done 
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Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2016-04-20 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Reporting arrangements 

Distribution of 1
st

 payment of SGA-1 

Informing about Luxembourg meeting (David) 

WebEx meeting 

2016-05-18 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-06-13 

2016-06-15 

afternoon 

morning 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Tallinn (Estonia) 

2016-07-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-09-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-10-05 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-02 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-17 

2016-11-18 

time to be 

decided 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Brussels (Belgium) 

2016-12-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 

 


