
 

 

 

Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc  

 from Martin van Sebille 

   

  

 subject Draft minutes CG meeting 28 Implementation Track of ESSnet BD II by WebEx 14th of October 2020 

 date 2020-10-26 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI)  

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ)  

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Remco Paulussen (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG)  Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-eighth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 28). This is the implementation track 
meeting. 

Both Lilli and Florian were not present, with notification.  

Last week Peter submitted the request for amendment of the grant contract till 

the end of June next year. The aim is to have BDES 2021 as a physical event at 

the end of May in Poland, but it is of course not yet certain it can actually take 

place. The amendment process will take some time, it is at its initial stage.  

 

2. Resources spent 

From four partners information wasn’t received in time, but their information, 
if received soon, will be used for an update for the CG track meeting. 
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For the ESSnet as a whole there is a very small overspending in euros (spending 
is at 100,8%) on personnel costs while there is a small underspending in days 
(95,3%). Due to the corona crises it is obvious that the realization of travel 
costs is less than budgeted.  

At this moment there is no need to take any measures. Concerning the 
implementation track, differences between partners within the WPs were 
explained last time bilateraly outside the meeting.  

At the end of the project we will consider how to deal with the effect of the 
corona crisis on the budget. This must be done taking into account the budget 
lines and with permission of Eurostat. 

WPD probably won’t use all the budget because Sweden didn’t get the real 
data after all and works still with sample data. Sweden uses therefore fewer 
days. 

For the WPs of the implementation track the days to be spent in 2021 will be 
limited to the BDES 2021 conference and providing information for the final 
report. WPA will of course also spend days for its activities. 

The CG meetings in 2021 won’t continue periodically but there will be one or 
two meetings (probably one for the conference and one for closing the 
project). The final payment will be done by Eurostat when all formalities (final 
reports, contentwise and financially) are done. Then Statistics Netherland also 
finalizes the payments to the partners, hopefully before the end of next year. 

 

3. Preparation of the virtual dissemination event (BDES 2020 in November) 

The organisation has sent out about 400 invitations on 18 September 2020, 
with some follow-up and additional mails later on, and more will be sent at the 
end of this week. The total number of 114 inscriptions at this moment should 
be contrasted with the 120 people which could maximally be accepted for 
BDES 2018 in Sofia, and with the maximum of 150 we foresaw for the originally 
planned physical BDES 2020 in Warsaw, 23-25 November 2020. 

Numbers for the separate WPs are diverging, but not dramatically. There will 
be enough attendants for each session. The range is now from 39 till 74, the 
most for the introductory session which logically has the highest attendance. 
Participation is mostly from the ESS, with a very good presence from non-
participating countries (CZ, HU, HR, Montenegro, Turkey), but only two ‘others’ 
until now outside the ESS. For BDES 2018 there were people from Brazil, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Korea but the one disadvantage of an online over a physical 
conference may be the time zone differences. 

Marc has some important additional requests/reminders concerning 
registering and further spreading the news about the conference: 

- Using Zoom Webinar: Participants have to receive a separate e-mail with 
connection link for each individual session, so even WP leaders and 
participants need to register and indicate which sessions exactly they want to 
attend to get on a session list of addressees. This is easy to do: just send an e-
mail to bdes2020@stat.gov.pl giving your name, e-mail address and the 
number(s) of the session(s) 1-12 you wish to attend. See list below at the end 
of these minutes. 
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- Please transmit this request to all participants of your WP (they probably 
received the first invitation mail sent on 18 September, but may have assumed 
they were automatically registered when active in the ESSnet Big Data and 
presenting); if you want you can verify in the Excel file sent by Marc after the 
meeting who among them has already registered. 

- Finally, in order to maximise attendance at your session, please forward the 
BDES 2020 invitation mail (received 18 September) to your address booklet, 
especially to:  
a) any colleague in your organisation who might be interested in your or any 
other session;   
b) have it put in internal newsletter, intranet/intracom;  
c) academics and research contacts and institutes potentially interested; 
d) contacts in business; 
e) your international network, in other NSIs or international organisations. 

Marc will be in contact with Remco bilaterally about technical issues 
concerning Zoom Webinar. Further it is important for the organisation to have 
the presentations beforehand (Marc will contact WP leaders bilaterally) and to 
put them online as well. The maximum time is 75 minutes for presentations, so 
that there will be enough time for discussions (including possibly a discussant) 
and interaction. 

Different roles can be distinguished: conference chairman (Marc), presenter, 
moderator/discussant, technical back up, content back up (for the minutes, by 
Poland), audience (for chat, or be given the floor). 

Peter mentions that registration is important; the longlist will also be used for 
the BDES 2021 next year. When presenting please keep in mind the diversity of 
the audience (not all participants are from the ESS and not all of them work in 
statistics). A template will be made for the first slide to provide coherence and 
a landing page when attendants come online. 

Albrecht remarks that it must be avoided that people are contacted multiple 
times through different channels. Marc will send the list around, as we are all 
part of the organisation (taking into account privacy). He will also provide a half 
page on the topic to put on the intracom of the Commission.  

Albrecht also wonders if all the presentations will be recorded and asks for 
information and pictures of presenters to be put on the CROS portal. It must 
also be clear for the presenters and those who ask questions that there will be 
recordings. According to Peter this can be mentioned by the chair at the 
beginning of each session. Concerning the pictures and information about the 
presenters no resumes will be uploaded but only a few lines as background 
information.  

 

4. WPF: State of affairs 

WPF: 

The WP is on track and the aim is to send the second deliverable (the lower 
architectural layers) to the Review Board by the end of October. Feedback has 
been received from some other WP leaders and the WP is now busy with the 
revision of the document. As mentioned before, the application (generic 
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architecture, operational models, solutions architecture, etc.) can be used by 
all WPs. 

The first deliverable comprised the business layer and this deliverable will be 
updated with the latest improvements. There were also comments from 
another ESSnet, the ESSnet on trusted smart statistics, that already uses this 
deliverable as well. Their comments are incorporated in the next version. 

Peter asks to mention this in the (final) report as well, so that it becomes clear 
that the architecture of our ESSnet is being used already more widely, thereby 
becoming a sort of informal standard.  

 

5. WPB to WPE: State of affairs 

WPB: 

The last two deliverables (B4 and B5) have been submitted to the Review 
Board and now WPB is waiting for comments to improve them. Comments on 
deliverable B3 has been received and this one will be finalized soon. Within the 
WP the latest information is shared about data lab activities so that we know 
where we stand. Some members of the WP have followed a project workshop 
from Cedefop. 

WPC: 

Deliverable C6, methodological framework V.2, was submitted at the end of 
September and feedback has been received from the Review Board for 
improvement. WPC will reflect on the suggestions within the WP. The 
deliverable will be ready and published on time by the end of October at the 
latest. The Starter Kit version 2.0 (deliverable C7) was submitted on the 12th of 
October in the form of a link to GitHub and WPC is now waiting for feedback 
from the Review Board. WPC has already started with experimental statistics 
on the wiki page with data from The Netherlands and Bulgaria.  

WPD: 

WPD has sent the last deliverable on the 25th of September to the Review 
Board and is waiting for the comments for improvement. One section will be 
added later as an appendix. Peter will contact the Review Board about the 
planning, as the review is already due. 

WPE: 

WPE produces the last deliverable (E4) in two versions. The draft version was 
sent to the Review Board and feedback has already been received. WPE is in 
the middle of processing the comments and adding extra chapters for the final 
version which will be sent to the Review Board the coming Friday. Furthermore 
the user manuals and codes are on GitHub. 

 

6. Matters to be coordinated with WPK  

As WPK is part of the other track, Alex only asks all WP leaders to send their 
deliverables not only to the Review Board but to him (WPK) as well. 

The first draft of the quality report, which is based on an inventory of all 
deliverables as a source, is ready. 
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7. Any remaining issues 

Albrecht is a little bit concerned about copyrights, licenses for codes and 
developed software (mainly on GitHub). Recently there was an internal training 
about these topics at Eurostat. After a small discussion it is decided that before 
the virtual conference every WP will have a closer look at their deliverables to 
be sure that copyrights, licenses, intellectual property are not at stake to 
prevent legal issues concerning rights, property, etc.  

The subject will be on the agenda at the overall CG meeting of 11th of 
November. 

Peter refers to the NTTS conference next year for which the deadline for 
submitting abstracts is the 15th of October. This conference is in between the 
two BDES conferences. Please tell Peter if your WP will do a presentation or 
submit a paper. Peter will inform the organisers at the end of October so that 
they can take this into account when composing sessions. 

Peter was approached by Natalie (WPL), who told him that she intends to give 
a presentation at the NTTS conference. Monica adds that WPF will submit two 
or three papers. 

 

Overview of online sessions: 

1. ESSnet Big Data: Introduction and Overview (Peter Struijs):  
Monday 23 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

2. WPF Process and architecture (Monica Scannapieco):  
Monday 23 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

3. WPB Online Job Vacancies (Tomaž Špeh):  
Tuesday 24 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

4. WPC Enterprise Characteristics (Galya Stateva):  
Tuesday 24 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

5. WPD Smart Energy (Arko Kesküla):  
Wednesday 25 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

6. WPE Tracking Ships (Remco Paulussen):  
Wednesday 25 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

7. WPK Methodology and Quality (Alex Kowarik):  
Thursday 26 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

8. WPG Financial Transaction Data (Johan Fosen):  
Thursday 26 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

9. WPI Mobile Networks Data (David Salgado):  
Friday 27 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
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10. WPH Earth Observation (Marek Morze):  
Friday 27 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

11. WPJ Innovative Tourism Statistics (Marek Cierpiał-Wolan):  
Monday 30 November 2020, 10:00-12:00 CET 
 

12. WPL Preparing Smart Statistics (Natalie Rosenski):  
Monday 30 November 2020, 14:00-16:00 CET 
 

 
Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (incl. resources spent) (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (30) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-23 to 

2020-11-30 

2 sessions 

per day 

Conference BDES 2020 (dissemination 

sessions)  

 

Virtual meetings 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 


