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 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc  

 from Martin van Sebille 
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 date 2020-06-27 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI)  

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ)  

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat)  

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris  

Remco Paulussen (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG)  Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member) √ 

 

Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-fourth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 24). This is the implementation track 
meeting. 

Both Lilli and Kostas were not present with notification. Albrecht also didn’t 
attend the meeting. 

 

2. Resources spent 

From five partners information wasn’t received in time, but their information 
will be used for an update for the CG track meeting next week. Only 
information from Sweden is still missing.  

For the ESSnet as a whole there is a small underspending (spending is at 86%) 
on personal costs. Due to the corona crises it is obvious that the realization of 
travel costs is less than budgeted.  



 
 

2 

At this moment there is no need to take any measures. Concerning the 
implementation track WPs, the underspending at WPD was explained last time. 
WPB looks okay overall, but in detail there is relatively big over- and 
underspending at two partners. Details will be sent to Tomaž for information 
and feedback. 

At the end of the project we will consider how to deal with the effect of the 
corona crisis on the budget.  

 

3. Communication and dissemination 

Communication 

There is nothing pending. All minutes, documents, deliverables are on the wiki. 
For WPI, David has made a glossary which is very helpful. About 80% is now 
online and will be finished within a few days.  

If other WPs have glossaries, definitions, annexes with explanations please 
send them to Marc and he will upload the information on the wiki. 

Galya remarks that deliverable C4, the Starter kit for NSIs, 1.0, is still not on the 
portal yet. Peter confirms this and will upload C4 this week. 

BDES2020 

As mentioned in previous meetings, due to the pandemic there are five options 
for BDES2020: 

- Full Monty 
- Canceling the conference 
- Postpone the conference until spring next year (e.g. May 2021) 
- Semi-virtual (partly physical in Warsaw and others attending remotely) 
- Completely virtual conference 

This afternoon there is the first meeting for making a final decision which 
option to choose. The state of affairs will be discussed such as the 
procurement, the back-to-back CG meeting, timing of the event, virtual or not, 
etcetera. 

Monica remarks that the outcome is important for the organisation of the 
work to be done, not only regarding the deliverables of the project but also for 
the preparations for the conference. If it is held in November, most likely 
virtually, then preparations for presentations should be taken into account but 
if the conference is postponed to next year, then not yet. Further Monica finds 
it reasonable that the complete CG group will be informed about the possible 
outcome so they can give a reaction and feedback before making a final 
decision. Peter agrees, he will discuss this in the afternoon meeting. 

 

4. WPF: State of affairs 

WPF: 

The WP is on track and the aim is to have a draft version of the second 
deliverable before the summer break, to be shared with all WP partners in the 
implementation track. The application (generic architecture, operational 
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models, solutions architecture, etc.) can be used by all WPs and because it is a 
draft version, feedback is welcome to refine it for the final version. In this way 
it is a joint effort to produce the deliverable.  

It is useful for the pilot track as well and also their feedback is welcome. For 
modelling the quality part of the architecture Sónia Quaresma from Portugal 
has done a great effort. Alex confirms that the work done by Sónia fits the 
work at WPK, adjustments are not needed. 

Peter remarks that in this early stage maybe also the draft version should be 
sent to the Review Board as well for early comments and feedback. Monica 
agrees and adds that also informal feedback from Eurostat is appreciated. 

Monica is a little bit concerned about the collaboration with Denmark, their 
impact is low. If help is needed from Peter for this issue, she will get in contact 
with him. 

 

5. WPB to WPE: State of affairs 

WPB: 

In the last WebEx meeting the occurring data issues were explained by 
Cedefop. Cedefop is continuously busy with improvements so that the stability 
of data processing improves as well. The MoU between Cedefop and Eurostat 
has been signed.  

Plans are being made with partners for work to be done on the final 
deliverable. Fernando didn`t attend the meeting and there are still some 
questions open about the infrastructure. Tomaž will get in contact with 
Fernando soon. 

Peter is glad that the issue of the data changes has been solved now but 
underlines that in the arrangement with Cedefop it would be preferable if they 
alert the users of (sudden) changes instead of the other way around. According 
to Tomaž, Cedefop will communicate all developments and changes. 

WPB has already tested the starter kit of WPC. 

Tomaž wonders if it is possible, in case the BDES2020 will be held physically 
next year, for more people to attend the conference because of the 
cancelation of many face-to-face meetings. Peter agrees that it would make 
sense to consider this. 

WPC: 

During the last two months WPC has been working on two deliverables: C5 and 
C6. The draft version of C5 Quality Template for outputs will be discussed this 
week by WebEx instead of the face-to-face meeting. 

Other topics in the two-days WebEx meeting are the presentation of work 
done, discussion about the use of OBECs in official statistics, future activities, 
Reference methodological framework, ver. 2.0 and experimental statistics for 
OBECs 2020. 
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WPD: 

WPD had a meeting by Zoom with two topics, namely the last deliverable and 
the cancelation of the face-to-face meeting. 

Partners are asked to develop some fast indicators related to the corona 
situation. Especially Denmark has developed an indicator using electricity data. 
The effect is that there is a small delay of one month in providing the last 
deliverable. Peter asks Arko to discuss bilaterally with the Review Board if this 
causes any problems or not. 

Arko wonders if the extra corona indicators should be taken into account in the 
deliverable. Peter is in favour for doing so, it is always very good to do and 
show something extra. 

Because of the cancellation of the face-to-face meeting Arko asks if the virtual 
meeting should be held by Zoom or by WebEx. Marc and Martin both mention 
that WPH has experience with long WebEx meetings, presentations can be 
shared on the screen and WebEx is stable enough. Peter adds that if you want 
to do it by Zoom it is preferable to use Zoom professional, which is not free of 
charge.  

WPE: 

WPE is on track. In July the test will start on port visits developed by Greece 
and tracking fishing boats developed by Poland. 

The first attempt to derive economic indicators using AIS data on the UN global 
platform was not successful, due to problems with queries timing out. Our use 
is on a best effort, so there are no guarantees of performance. If needed and 
when available, we might use Datalab as of July instead. 

WPE is also tracking emissions on Dutch ships, or, to be more precisely, the 
received data base is based on ships sailing under Dutch flag or ships of Dutch 
companies. The owners of ships are compared with the business register in the 
Netherlands. Before there was a 40% match and now, after consulting the 
register, the match is 86%. The data on emissions is also running on the UN 
global platform and is going well. 

WPE is in contact with the OECD. The OECD has interest in the used maritime 
algorithms. Outside the project the same people at OECD and CBS are in 
contact about air and aviation movements and emissions as well. 

Via Albrecht and Andrea from Eurostat WPE is still in contact with EMSA for 
exchanging information (i.e. algorithms) and data. However, the data is not 
indispensable for the continuation of the project deliverable. WPE uses this 
data for comparison reasons, which is very useful. 

 

6. Matters to be coordinated with WPK  

WPK is finishing deliverable K5. With a small delay it will be ready in a few 
days. 

Alex asks other WP leaders to send their (draft) deliverables not only to the 
Review Board but also to Alex. The reason for this question is that since the 
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end of the project is near, he will use the reports as input for updating and 
refining the final methodological and quality report. 

Peter remarks that also WPF will have advantage of getting the information for 
architectural and other crosscutting reasons. 

 

7. Any remaining issues 
No remaining issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (26) WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(27) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 


