
 

 

Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc  

 from Martin van Sebille 

   

  

 subject Final minutes CG meeting 18 Implementation Track of ESSnet BD II by WebEx 5th of February 2020 

  2020-02-10 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI)  

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ)  

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Remco Paulussen (PL WPE)   Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)   Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG)  Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member) √ 

 

Replacements/Guests: 
Donato Summa (WPF) √   

 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the eighteenth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 18). This is the implementation track 
meeting. 

Remco didn’t attend the meeting with notification. He briefed Peter 
beforehand. Monica could not attend either and was replaced by Donato. 
Tomaž had to leave the meeting earlier due to unforeseen other obligations. 

Peter thanked Marc especially for his work done getting all documents on the 
wiki to get in line with the intermediate report of WPA. 

The document sent to all concerning a statistical search engine in the WIH and 
GDPR will be discussed at WPC.  
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2. WPF: State of affairs 

WPF: 

The first deliverable is on the wiki after carrying through the modifications 
suggested by the Review Board. During and after the Vienna meeting the focus 
is on the consolidation of the architecture. WP leaders will receive more 
information after the face-to-face meeting where basically the consolidation 
will be discussed and then guidelines and other information will be provided. 
The meeting will be held in Tallinn on the 3rd and 4th of March. Maybe it is 
possible to have a presentation in one of the next implementation track 
meetings or the other CG meeting. Donato underlines that work done in WPF is 
input for all WPs and asks to work accordingly. 

Marc had information that the meeting would be held on the 11th and 12th  of 
March in Rome and asks whether this is another meeting. According to Donato 
this is not the case. Marc will ask Monica for extra confirmation just for 
certainty. 

 

3. WPB to WPE: State of affairs 

WPB: 

In the last WebEx meeting there was a small review to work done last year but 
the focus is further on mutual work in regard of the Cedefop data and the 
second data hub which already exists and the methodological framework. 

The face-to-face meeting will be held in Romania, a date has not been set yet 
but this might be in the last week of April.  

As Tomaž has to leave he mentions, when asked, that he likes the idea of the 
WIH search engine proposed in the WPC document. If he has further 
comments he will send them by e-mail to Galya and Peter.  

WPC: 

In the WebEx meeting in January the starter kit was discussed. The aim is to 
have the first version ready by the end of February. It can be used by 
developers and users.   

During the WebEx meeting also two questions from the Vienna meeting were 
discussed, which resulted in the document provided by Olav and Aidan (see 
below). 

Peter is enthusiastic about the idea of a starter kit which he sees as an example 
for others. Concerning the C3 deliverable Peter asks about its progress. 
According to Galya it has been put already on the wiki, so Peter can upload it to 
the Portal.  

statistical search engine in the WIH 

Olav ten Bosch has made a proposal to develop a statistical search 
engine for the Web Intelligence Hub (WIH). A one page motivation was 
distributed on Monday. This idea gets a favourable reception. The 
following comments are made: 

- Good idea. An essential issue is confidentiality and privacy.  
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- Interesting idea, but other search engines such as DuckDuckGo may also be 
considered1. Costs and possible payments need to be considered. 

- Good arguments to go along but what efforts are needed? What will be the 
investment needed and the operational costs? Is there a business case?  

- Is it going to be good enough (quality)? People tend not to use certain 
search engines because Google is better. Will that not be the case with the 
WIH search engine? 

- The experience with developing tools is that the costs are usually higher 
than estimated, the development itself takes more time than estimated 
and quality is less. 

- There is the issue of sustainability. Such a search engine must last for a 
longer time and has to be maintained.  

- Maybe a broader point of view should be taken: not only a search engine is 
needed but a shared service. 

- One might consider teaming up with other partners. In this context 
DataProvider was mentioned as an example. 

From the Eurostat perspective the idea and arguments are in principle 
supported but there are also questions concerning costs, quality and 
alternatives as mentioned above. Issues such as confidentiality and privacy and 
also contractual conditions (if any) must be sorted out before starting a project 
to set up a search engine in the WIH. Also there is no intention to invent the 
wheel again. 

Galya will ask Olav to develop this idea further in a document with a somewhat 
wider scope, covering costs (development and support), foreseen quality, 
search engine versus search service, confidentiality, and possibilities to do this 
in collaboration with other parties. For completing the business case a 
comparison with alternatives would also have to be discussed (e.g. using 
alternative search engines).  

Peter proposes to invite Olav to present the document in a CG meeting once it 
is ready. If supported, this could be carried further.   

Role of GDPR in relation with WPI 

For this subject, a one page text (written by Aidan Condron) was also 
distributed on Monday. There is not much comment on the issue, and no one 
raises objections. It is obvious that (legal) professionals must be consulted on 
this. Kostas will contact the legal services at Eurostat.  

WPD: 

There were a lot of comments from the Review Board and they were discussed 
in two WebEx meetings. The deliverable was finished by the end of January. 
The discussions provided a lot of ideas for the next phase. Arko is pleased to 
mention that Sweden has access to data so the models can be linked to 
Swedish data as well. The Word version of D2 will be sent to Marc soon for the 
Confluence wiki. 

There is no date yet for the face-to-face meeting but it is clear already that it 
will be held in Denmark. 

                                                                 
1 Editorial: Other search engines next to Google are: Bing, DuckDuckGo, Wiki.com, Twitter, CCSearch, Gibiru, Internet 

Archive, Search Encrypt, Yandex, StartPage, Swisscows, Boardrender, SlideShare, Ecosia 
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WPE: 

In absence of Remco, Peter reports on the state of WPE. Work on the 
intermediate report is progressing, and the deadline for sending the draft to 
the Review Board (end of February) will be met. Preparations have been 
started for the face-to-face meeting on 24th and 25th of March in Heerlen at 
Statistics Netherlands. 

Concerning EMSA, it seems so far not possible to receive the intermediate 
results from EMSA on energy used and emissions per ship. Remco reports that, 
together with Albrecht, a line of action had been decided: “We discussed the 
issue internally and concluded to start a new try with EMSA. However, for the 
project, I would suggest to continue independently for this initiative.” Kostas 
confirms this, saying that contact has been restarted with EMSA.  

Creating the subproducts, WPE noticed that in some cases AIS data is missing. 
After contacting EMSA, it seems that EMSA receives all the data from the MS 
down-sampled to 6 minutes. WPE will investigate the impact. 

 

4. Matters to be coordinated with WPK  

The literature is reviewed and updated which will be done continuously until 
the end of the project. The template is on the wiki so if there is literature to 
share please send it to Alex. 

 

5. Any remaining issues 
 
Peter: 
The short descriptions of the WPs in the A3 deliverable (intermediate report 
WPA) can be used as a starting point for the general introductions on the wiki 
pages. Marc will look into this and make some editorial changes so that the 
look and feel are the same on the wiki. So in the end everyone who visits the 
wiki can get a quick overview of each WP. 
 
Kostas:  
(1) Data on online advertisements concerning WPB will be available in April in 

the form of a datalab playground.   
(2) Markus Zwick (coordinator ESSnet project Smart Surveys) provided a 

document about webscraping in Germany. It is written in German but can 
easily be translated (e.g. by using Google translate). Peter will distribute 
the document. 
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-02-19 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (19) WebEx meeting 

2020-03-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(20) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-04-01 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (21) WebEx meeting 

2020-04-15 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (22) WebEx meeting 

2020-05-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(23) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-06-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (24) WebEx meeting 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(26) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(27) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 


