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ESSnet Big Data II 
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  2019-10-21 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI)  

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ)  

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK)  

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Anke Consten (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG)  Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the fourteenth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 14). This is the implementation track 
meeting. 

Anke has to leave early because of other obligations so she will give an update 
after the opening. Kostas and Albrecht have informed they would attend half 
an hour later. Lilli isn’t present with notification.  

 

2. WPF: state of affairs and intermediate meeting in Vienna 

WPF: 

The first deliverable, the definition of the business layer architecture, was 
completed by the end of September. The participation and interaction with 
partners was very well. In the next phase, which has already started, WPF 
works on the lower layers of the architecture. These concern the information 
and application architecture. For this phase WPF is more depending on the 
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information and specifications from the implementation WPs. The difficulty in 
the process and structuring of the work is the dependencies and that WPF can 
expect. 

 

Vienna meeting 

The back-to-back mid-term meetings are form Monday 9th until Thursday 12th 
of December. The assumption is that the four days start with the 
implementation track like last year with the kick-off meetings. 

The general idea for the set-up is as follows: 

- In total one and a half day: half a day on Monday and a full day on 
Tuesday. 

- Three different sessions: one concerning web intelligence (WPB and WPC), 
one concerning sensor data (WPD and WPE) and the third is a working 
session by WPF with these two clusters web intelligence and sensor data. 

- The first two sessions are plenary and the working session consists of 
parallel meetings. 

- Web intelligence and sensor data to be presented by the WP leaders: 
presentation of the results of implementation so far, including issues to the 
achievements. Also slides how they took into account the artefacts of WPF 
(the specific connection with WPF) and also the planning of activity 
considering the results of WPF and where they include them in their work 
plan. 

- Information from the working sessions can be used for WPF as input. 

 

Reactions: 

- Who will be invited to this meeting, is this the  same concept as the kick-off 
meeting? 

- Will the invitation be done by the project leader or same as last time by 
Monica and Alex? 

- Agree with the proposal but there must be enough room in the 
presentation for work done so far (e.g. huge work done on analysis of 
Cedefop data). 

- Considering plenary session and the working session of  WPB and WPC: 
they have the same architecture.  

- Of course, future plans need to be included in the presentations as well. 
- There must be room for cross-cutting issues (i.e. infrastructure aspects, 

BDTI, tune work with various TF domains) and communication also.  
- Is there room to discuss with the partners in the pilot track? 

Monica will take the remarks into account and will draw a draft version of the 
agenda which she also will discuss with Alex. Of course the agenda will be 
shared with WP leaders in advance for further comments.  

According to Peter, the participation and invitation arrangements will be 
similar to those of the kick-off meeting, with a very small increase of 
participants as foreseen in the grant. Kostas has provided an overview already 
of the WG/TF meetings foreseen for 2020.  
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3. WPB to WPE: State of affairs 

WPB: 

All reports have been collected form the partners who have been working with 
Cedefop data. This will be integrated in ongoing work. The first deliverable on 
the methodological framework has been sent to the Review Board. 

WPB is working in the Datalab of BDTI, which is available to WPB till the end of 
October. Possible alternative ways to continue are being discussed with 
Fernando. For a second set up of a DataLab Cedefop and Tabulaex are working 
on requirements (doing analyses) to use raw OJV data and related algorithms 
for data pre-processing and classification.  

Peter notices that the BDTI infrastructure seems to have a wider relevance 
than just one or two WPs, maybe solutions should not be sought for a single 
WP at the time. Albrecht remarks that there are important differences 
between WPB and WPE. Apart from differences in content, EMSA is also 
involved. There will be a separate meeting about this. Within Eurostat there is 
an agreement with Digit to support the web intelligence hub, financed by 
Eurostat, and in the context of WPB Eurostat can cover this. A bilateral meeting 
with WPB on this will follow. 

As a solution is not guaranteed for other WPs, we have to look at them 
separately and then Eurostat has to negotiate about the possibilities with Digit. 

WPC: 

The second deliverable, on the methodological framework, has been sent in 
time to the Review Board.  

WPC is now preparing the experimental statistics which will be published on 
the wiki page by the end of October. There are four functional production 
prototypes of the four uses case which can be used for implantation in 
statistical production. Care has been taken that the prototypes are in line with 
the architecture of WPF. Partners within the ESSnet can apply the prototypes 
directly or adapt the prototype to their own situation.  

Information between the Eurostat experimental site and the wiki will be 
shared. Marc will take care of the links.  

The first deliverable (web scraping polices) will be presented and discussed in 
the Task Force meeting of mid-October in Luxembourg. 

WPD: 

Half of the WP partners are busy with developing and testing of the 
prototypes. Results are expected by the end of October. 

Concerning the data hubs Sweden has a slight delay because of legislation 
issues but luckily they can further work with test data. Norway has finished the 
work on this, which will provide nice back ground information. 

Peter wonders if the problem with the data hubs has an effect on the (timing 
of the) deliverable. This isn’t the case, as there is test data available and work 
(testing) is ongoing with the prototypes. The data hub issue is purely national.  

Albrecht and Peter emphasize the importance of describing the issues 
encountered in the deliverable. Also the iteration with WPF is important.  
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When providing information we also have to keep in mind other partners that 
are not involved in this WP. In this respect the wiki and GitHub play an 
important role. 

WPE: 

In the WebEx meeting last week the content of the next two deliverables, 
planned for February and March, were discussed. Within the WP it seems to be 
better to combine these two deliverables. The coordinator (Peter) and Eurostat 
(Albrecht) have been consulted on this.  

WPE is working with the BDTI now, which is available till the end of November. 
For a solution after November Anke is in contact with Eurostat. There will be a 
WebEx meeting soon in which also the interaction with EMSA will be on the 
agenda.  

 

4. Matters to be coordinated with WPK  

Unfortunately no representative of WPK attended the meeting. 

 

5. Any remaining issues 

Marc sent valuable information after the meeting about the Vienna and 
dissemination meeting and also about the GitHub. 

Meetings 

Information on the meetings in Vienna in December 2019 and the BDES 2020 

conference in Warsaw are on the ESSnet Big Data Project meetings overview 

page: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/Project_meetings  

(bottom of the page). Please block the dates and forward the dates and venues 

to your WP participants. Information will be added to the meeting pages when 

available. If you have any information to be shared please send it to Marc. 

GitHub 
 There is an ESSnet Big Data section on GitHub:   

https://github.com/essnetbigdata, accessible from the Essnetbigdata wiki 
overview page 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/GitHub. 

 In Essnetbigdata there was already a GitHub section and page for WPI: 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/WPI_GitHub  

Marc created a similar page for WPC. 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/WPI_GitHub 

Both are linked to from abovementioned overview page. Marc can create a 
GitHub page for other WPs if necessary. If anyone wants more information 
on how to work in GitHub (preferably in the already existing GitHub 
section) you can ask Galya, David, or Alex. If you know of GitHub pages or 
initiatives not in the GitHub link please inform Marc.  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/Project_meetings
https://github.com/essnetbigdata
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/GitHub
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/WPI_GitHub
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/WPI_GitHub
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2019 and 
Dissemination conference BDES 2020 

Date Time 

(CET) 

Issues How/Where 

2019-10-23 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

2019-11-20 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) WebEx meeting 

2019-12-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-12-9/10 to be 

decided 

Mid-term meeting Track Implementation, 

organized by WPF 

Vienna Austria 

2019-12-11/12 to be 

decided 

Mid-term meeting Pilots Track, organized by 

WPK 

Vienna Austria 

2019-12-18 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

2020-11-24/26 to be 

decided 

Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings (26th) 

Warsaw Poland 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


