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1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-seventh meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 27).  

Martin, Remco, Florian, Kostas and Lilli didn’t attend the meeting with notification. 
Dominika was invited because of the discussion on dissemination (in particular the 
BDES 2020 conference). 

Stock will be taken at this meeting of the state of affairs of the WPs in order to 
make sure that the request for extension of the grant will correctly cover the 
needs of the WPs. The Review Board (RB) has produced an update of the review 
planning, which will also be looked at during this meeting. Since no RB members 
are present at this meeting, Peter will send a mail with feedback to the RB after 
the meeting.  
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2. State of affairs: Implementation track 

WPB: 

The progress of WPB is in accordance with the schedule. The planning of the RB for 
the WPB deliverables is fine.   

Currently WPB is investigating a detailed dataset that has recently become 
available. There are some associated questions. Due to the short time for 
completion, not everything can be discussed in the final reports.  

WPB makes use of GitHub and considers putting documents there for the purpose 
of linking/referencing the detailed report in the main report, in view of the 
termination of the wiki. However, the wiki will remain available longer than 
foreseen earlier, and its contents will be transferred and will remain accessible. 

WPC: 

For deliverable C5, the quality template, comments were received from the RB in 
August. This deliverable will be finalized by the end of this week.  

The planning of the RB for the deliverables C6 (methodological framework) and C7 
(starter kit) is fine. However, C8 can be removed from the review planning, as a 
review of the experimental statistics is not necessary. 

WPD: 

For WPD one deliverable is left, which is the last report. This is foreseen for 
sending to the RB on the 25th of September. This necessitates a change to the 
review planning. 

WPE: 

Remco had briefed Peter. As planned, an intermediate version of the final report 
was produced. The planning of the RB does not need adjustment. 

WPE is currently testing the products concerning port visits and fishing fleet of the 
participating countries. A number of issues are identified and being solved.  

During the project various challenges were encountered concerning infrastructure, 
AIS data and other reference data, such as fleet and port registers. The final report 
contains recommendations, including on what can be addressed at the ESS level.  

WPF: 

The planning of the RB for the second deliverable of WPF is fine, as the draft has 
already been made available internally. 

BREAL is already being used by the ESSnet on Trusted Smart Statistics, and also by 
GUS (Poland).  

Although the first deliverable was finalized last year, current insights would lead to 
some minor adjustments. This is of course welcome, especially on the wiki (and its 
successor), where the products are placed for use by others. Once the adjustments 
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have been made, Eurostat and Peter will find a solution for replacement of the 
deliverable on the Portal.  

Monica also mentions a virtual UNECE workshop at the end of October, where the 
architectural results will be presented in collaboration with INSEE. This is the link 
to that workshop. This dissemination initiative is of course very much welcomed. 

 

3. State of affairs: Pilots track 

WPG: 

For deliverable G4, the report on all tasks, a delay till 21 October is foreseen for 
sending the draft to the RB. It is hoped that this delay can be accommodated by 
the RB.  

WPH: 

The final version of deliverable H2 (results of activities) is not yet available, as the 
comments by the RB have only just been received. (The draft was sent to the RB in 
time, but the RB experienced a major bottleneck, as reported at an earlier CG 
meeting.) The comments will now be looked at by the partners.  

As a consequence, a delay of two weeks is foreseen for sending the last deliverable 
(H3, the final report) to the RB. This will necessitate an adjustment of the review 
planning. 

WPI: 

The deliverables I3, I4, I5 and I6 are already at the RB, and the foreseen dates for 
the reviews are fine. The deliverables I3 (methodology) and I4 (IT) will be 
presented at the BigServ20 conference in November.  

Deliverable I8 (visualization) is already available on GitHub. It will be put on the 
wiki later this week (in another format) and then sent to the RB.  

The two remaining deliverables, I1 and I7, are critical. They are experiencing 
delays, as they depend on MNO collaboration with individual NSIs (I1 concerns 
access and I7 application to real data). The collaboration with NSIs for the ESSnet 
was not and could not be given priority by the MNOs during the pandemic, as their 
data was suddenly requested for urgent other needs, which demanded much 
effort and attention. Collaboration with NSIs is now picking up, and the draft I1 
deliverable is now planned to be sent to the RB on 30 November. The draft I7 
deliverable is foreseen for 15 December. The review planning can now be further 
specified for these deliverables.  

As a consequence, the incorporation of the review comments in the final version of 
these deliverables will stretch into 2021. As a request for extension of the ESSnet 
grant is planned to be submitted this month because of the rescheduling of the 
BDES conference, that request can also incorporate the need for extension for 
deliverables I1 and I7 of WPI. Given the strong justification – the load on MNOs 

https://statswiki.unece.org/display/MWW2/ModernStats+World+Virtual+Workshop+2020
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during the pandemic is evident – Eurostat is in favor of including the need for WPI 
in the request for extension.  

WPJ: 

For WPJ one deliverable is left, which is the final report. It will include case studies 
by the participating countries. For one partner, the Slovak NSI, input is expected in 
late September, but WPJ has nevertheless the intention to keep the deadline of 30 
September for sending the draft deliverable to the RB. The review planning does 
not need to be adjusted.  

The pandemic has led to an increased demand for regional information. Although 
originally not foreseen, WPJ will include such data to the extent possible in their 
final deliverable. 

WPK: 

The five remaining deliverables of WPK are on track. One of them, K8 (evaluation 
roadmap), will be sent to the RB at the end of this month, the other deliverables at 
the end of October. The review planning for the deliverables is fine. 

Jacek Maslankowski has been helpful in producing an update of the literature. 

 

4. Communication and dissemination 

BDES 2020: 

Preparations for the virtual dissemination conference are on track. Marc, Dominika 
and Eurostat are collaborating in this effort. BDES 2020 will take place in the form 
of 12 virtual sessions from 23 to 30 November, with two sessions per day. For all 
practical purposes, there is no need for a limitation of the number of participants 
per session (now roughly estimated at 50 to 60 persons).  

The system for registration is kept simple. An invitation mail will be sent to an 
extensive mailing list later this week. Participants are requested to indicate which 
session(s) they wish to attend. For each session the participants will get a mail with 
the link to the session.  

The wiki already contains information on BDES 2020. As the wiki will be phased 
out, it has a banner mentioning the phase-out date. As Eurostat has succeeded, 
fortunately, to postpone this date to early December, there is an urgent need to 
update the banner, in order not to confuse the users of the wiki, in particular those 
that look at the wiki upon reception of the invitation mail.  

The WP leaders are requested to inform the participants in their WP about BDES 
2020. All are encouraged to forward the invitation mail to anyone potentially 
interested. (This concerns the invitation mail, not the later mails with the links to 
the sessions, as advance registration is requested.) 
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Wiki: 

As reported earlier, the wiki will be phased out. However, the date has been 
moved, on request of the ESSnet / Eurostat, from 12 October to 11 December. For 
this, the banner needs to be updated (urgently, see above). The transition to CROS 
Portal is being prepared by Eurostat in collaboration with Marc. This will include 
information on the ESSnets BD I as well as BD II, the two foreseen BDES 
conferences, and more. A planning for the transition will be made shortly.  

 
5. Any remaining issues and closing 

There are no remaining issues. Resources spent will be discussed at the next two 
track meetings. The preparation of the virtual BDES 2020 dissemination conference 
will also be on the agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (incl. resources spent) 

(28) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (incl. resources spent) (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (30) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-23 to 

2020-11-30 

2 sessions 

per day 

Conference BDES 2020 (dissemination sessions)  

 

virtual meetings 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 

 

 

 


