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Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC)  Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat)  

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Remco Paulussen (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH) √ Florian Keusch (Review Board Member) √ 

 

Replacements/Guests: 
    

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twenty-third meeting of the Coordination Group 
of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 23).  

Albrecht, Galya and Natalie didn’t attend with notification. Florian and Remco had 
to leave the meeting earlier. 

There will be no special round about the pandemic now; where relevant this can 
be mentioned at the state of affairs. At least until summer the resources spent will 
be discussed at the individual implementation and pilots track meetings.  

 

2. State of affairs: Coordination and communication 

Eurostat has started to look at the deliverables to approve or reject them. So far 
thirty-one deliverables have been submitted, of which three have been approved 
up till now. Peter asks Kostas whether it would be possible for Eurostat not to wait 
with reviewing the other deliverables till the end of the project, because in case 
corrections have to be made this might cause problems with the available capacity 
which is also needed for the final deliverables.  
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BDES 2020 

AS mentioned in the track meetings, due to the pandemic there are five options 
for BDES2020: 

- Full Monty 
- Canceling the conference 
- Postpone the conference until spring next year (e.g. May 2021) 
- Semi-virtual (partly physical in Warsaw and others attending remotely) 
- Completely virtual conference 

Budgetary and procurement procedures are being explored by both Poland and 
Eurostat. In principle all options are still open and there might be, as a precaution, 
an  extension of the grant (for BDES, not for other WPs, at least for now). At the 
beginning of June the decision process will start and at the end of June a decision 
will be made.  

Dissemination WPI Glossary of Terms 

For dissemination reasons WPI provided a glossary of terms to be put on the wiki 
for everyone to use or take notice of. These terms will be converted to wiki 
language. It is then also possible to convert it to a paper version.  

 

3. State of affairs: Implementation track 

WPB: 

Instead of the face-to-face meeting there was a virtual meeting on two days, three 
hours each. The minutes of the meeting will be ready this week.  

Presentations and work were discussed and also future work on OJV after this 
ESSnet because there will be a new call from Eurostat. 

WPB is doing a lot of work concerning the architecture; it is in alignment with WPF 
in this. WPB also started with testing the Starter Kit from WPC. 

Due to the pandemic there is a small delay in using Playground from Eurostat. For 
now each country is preparing a schedule for when it is available. 

There is an issue to sort out. In the database there is a sudden drop in figures and 
this has to be analyzed because it was assumed that the database was stable. An 
early warning arrangement for future drops might be important, as Peter remarks, 
but the identification of the drop can only be done afterwards and not for the 
future. WPB is in contact with Cedefop about the issue. 

WPC: 

Preparation of the face-to-face meeting in June has already begun (it would be 2 
days WebEx meetings). 

Till the end of May, all improvement suggestions by the Review Board will be 
reflected and then Galya will ask for the distribution of the Starter Kit 1.0 through 
the ESSnet BD II team (as discussed  before).   
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The description of the application and information architectures for OBECs (as part 
of the RMF 2.0) is going on and it will be discussed at the WPC meeting in June. 

Using the Deliverable K6 as an input, WPC updated the SIMS 2.0 structure for 
OBECs and shared the content filled in with all WPC participants for their feedback. 
Meanwhile WPC discussed also the idea to split the SIMS for OBECs and to have 
two structures then – quality report structure (ESQRS) showing how data was 
produced and their quality, intended for producers; and reference metadata 
structure (ESMS) intended mainly for users.  All WPC countries which are going to 
produce experimental statistics 2020 will fill in the SIMS structure (ESMS and 
ESQRS) for OBECs and publish on the wiki. 

The Bulgarian NSI is producing experimental statistics 2020 for OBECs with Starter 
Kit 1.0 and expects to have the results in the beginning of June.  

WPD: 

Due to the pandemic the internal communication within the WP is hampered. The 
work is difficult, as the partners have to deliver indicators related to the current 
situation. 

WPD has developed a system for data processing which can be used also by other 
NSIs if needed. WPD will also contact WPF for cross-cutting reasons on 
architecture in this. Data processing can be done in three ways, in a batch, live 
streaming or a mixture of both batch and live streaming. 

WPE: 

WPE is doing pretty well especially with testing of sub-products. Poland and the 
Netherlands will test port visits developed by Greece, and Greece and the 
Netherlands are testing a product developed by Poland concerning tracking of 
fishing boats. 

Furthermore, WPE is finalizing installation reports and guidelines how to install the 
solution. 

Concerning the port visits solution, WPE wants to test this in the Datalab 
environment, also to find out if this can be used for other NSIs as well. The port 
visit solution uses PostgreSQL which is not supported by the Datalab. WPE didn’t 
specify this requirement initially, but it seems that now tests cannot be done 
centrally but only locally, which is a pity. WPE is in contact with Eurostat on this. 

 WPF: 

WPF is anticipating as much as possible the final deliverable on architecture 
solutions which can be used by the partners, concerning the definition of the 
application and information architecture and the models for BREAL. Before 
summer a ninety percent version will be spread among the partners for feedback 
and comments to get a higher quality and general usability of architecture 
solutions. The WP is ahead of planning, but the official planning will be kept. 
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4. State of affairs: Pilots track 

WPG: 

WPG is working on three of the four planned case studies. The fourth case study 
has been cancelled due to the pandemic, thereby reducing the ambitions.  

The 4th and 5th of June meeting will be virtual instead of face-to-face. Preliminary 
findings and future work for the final deliverable will be on the agenda. 

WPH: 

WPH had one virtual meeting in April 2020. All partners are doing well and are in 
good health.  

Partners in WPH have filled in the quality questionnaire for WPK. The definite 
methodology framework will be taken into account in the final report. 

At the beginning of March, Przemek Slesiński visited NASS (US agricultural 
statistics), which has a lot of knowledge concerning automated crops recognition 
from optical images from Modis and Landsat satellites. Exchanging information for 
instance on methodology is very useful. 

The physical meeting in Lisbon has been canceled, there will be a WebEx meeting 
instead on the 28th of May to discuss the reports and findings of each case study 
and also ongoing work towards the final deliverable, which is due for sending to 
the Review Board on the 1st of July. 

WPI: 

Three issues are important to mention: 

First WPI has rescheduled the timing of the deliverables. The aim is still to have 
them delivered in time before the end of the contract. This is agreed upon by the 
partners, coordinator and Eurostat. Even if there is an extension of the grant, the 
aim remains to finish the deliverables by the end of the year. The Review Board has 
been informed accordingly, Lilli will check if all is feasible. 

Second, the reexamination of the deliverables also led to some budgetary 
reallocation within the WP. This has also been agreed upon by partners, 
coordinator and Eurostat.  

And third, the uploading of the glossary of terms on the public wiki was already 
mentioned by Marc at agenda point 2. 

Further work is ongoing concerning getting access to data from MNOs and getting 
cooperation and testing of received data and giving feedback to MNOs (the two 
critical deliverables).  

WPJ: 

WPJ had a virtual meeting on 22nd of April when the partners informed each other 
about the influence of the pandemic. Despite the virus no serious delay is 
occurring for the deliverables. The flash estimates, testing and preliminary results 
are looking good, especially when you take into account that the data is heavily 
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influenced by the pandemic (e.g. the effect of the lock downs on the tourism 
domain). 

WPJ is working on the technical report containing a prototype of IT infrastructure 
with program languages, downloading processes and methods of data analysis 
included. The report will be sent to the Review Board by the end of May. 

WPK: 

A draft version of the methodology document has been sent to the Review Board. 
Two chapters are missing but a small explanation is written about what will be the 
content of the chapters. The feedback form the Review Board will be taken into 
account to improve the final version. Further work is ongoing on the final version 
of the quality guidelines. 

Alex will be on leave for two months and also Magdalena will be on leave. The 
question is who will replace them. The suggestion is made to ask Piet Daas or 
another member within WPK. 

 

5. Any remaining issues 

As there are no remaining issues, Peter closes the meeting. 

 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-06-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (incl. resources spent)  

(24) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (incl. resources spent) (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (26) WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (27) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 
 

 


