
 

 

 

Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc  

 from Martin van Sebille 

   

  

 subject Draft minutes CG meeting 20 of ESSnet BD II by WebEx 4th of March 2020 

  2020-03-06 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK)  

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC)  Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD)  Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Remco Paulussen (PL WPE)   Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)   Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH) √ Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
  Magdalena Six (WPK) √ 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the twentieth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 20). 

As notified beforehand, Lilli, Monica, Remco and Alex couldn’t attend the CG 
meeting. Alex is replaced for this meeting by Magdalena Six. Remco had 
briefed Peter beforehand. Arko would attend the meeting a bit later because 
of other obligations and had briefed Peter by email in case he would not make 
it (which was the case). Galya didn’t attend, but sent an update for WPC just 
after the meeting (included in these minutes). 

Coronavirus 

Due to the global problems concerning the coronavirus NSIs can decide that 
personnel is not allowed to travel to certain areas or not allowed to travel at 
all. In such cases face-to-face meetings can be cancelled, postponed or 
replaced by WebEx meetings. [Note: after the CG meeting the decision was 
taken not to have any physical meetings till the end of April, copying Eurostat’s 
position in this.] 
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Be aware that if a physical meeting is cancelled the problem may arise that 
non-refundable costs have been made already. Kostas will check the 
consequences for reimbursements. 

Please keep everybody informed if there are any developments and measures 
taken on this topic. 

 

2. State of affairs: Coordination and communication  

Communication 

There is a Portal question concerning the uploaded deliverables. It is not clear 
if uploaded deliverables are approved by Eurostat or not. Kostas remarks that 
the reporting is continuous during the project. Eurostat gets a reminder after 
15 days if they haven’t reacted yet. No visible reaction doesn’t mean that there 
is no approval. Information about this process will be shared with Peter. 

There are no further remarks about communication except that the wiki is 
working smoothly and that if documents must be uploaded this will be done 
almost right away. There are no open issues at this moment. 

Preparation for BDES2020 

Practical 
All details for the procurement and planning of the conference are taken care 
of by GUS. Information on the state of affairs is expected soon from Dominika. 
There is a draft invitation list and the save-the-date mail will be sent out mid-
May before the Q2020 conference in June. 

Program  
There will be two parallel sessions, but of course we start and end with plenary 
sessions. The parallel sessions may relate to pilot projects and implementation, 
respectively. The draft program is hidden on the wiki but you can search with 
BDES (capital letters). Ideas for the program are welcome. More information 
will be given in the next full CG meeting. 

Keynote speakers, panelists, discussants etc. 
Next to the DG of GUS it would be of importance if Mariana Kotzeva could be 
one of the keynote speakers (topic: future plans BD, TSS) and also Michail 
Skaliotis as discussant or in another role. Albrecht has already sent an email to 
Mariana and he will also do so to Michail.  

If you have any ideas who could also be a keynote speaker, panelist etc. please 
send the names to Peter and Marc. Because of the audience they may also be 
from the academic or business community (e.g. data owners). 

Albrecht emphasizes that this conference is an opportunity not only to look 
back to what has been achieved but also look at smart statistics in the future 
which is also on the agenda in other meetings. If Mariana cannot attend, one 
of the other directors will certainly do so. 

Other conferences 

The Q2020 conference in June in Budapest, Hungary, and the BigSurv20 
conference in November in Utrecht, The Netherlands, are two major 
conferences where members of this ESSnet project will attend and may have a 
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presentation. Please keep each other informed and coordinate as much as 
possible. Alex, David and Kostas will attend BigSurv20, and Peter organizes a 
session at Q2020 (with David, Magdalena Six and Natalie presenting papers).  

Albrecht will send a list with conferences from now until the BDES meeting to 
Marc, who will compare this with the information already on the wiki. 

Furthermore, WP leaders can be asked by Eurostat to attend a TF or working 
group meeting to present the developments within their WP (see also point 5 
below). 

 

3. State of affairs: Implementation track 

WPB 

The face-to-face meeting is planned on 28th and 29th of April in Romania and 
the agenda is being prepared. [However: see earlier note on the coronavirus.]  

Data is available and is discussed within the group. The OJA transformation 
algorithms could be very demanding and the process is too big to be carried 
out in Python or in R, so within the WP a way must be found to increase the 
computing power of Data Science lab. Fernando is working on this with Tomaž. 

The metadata of Cedefop is not detailed enough so linking of different data 
(e.g. SBR) is difficult. This will be discussed with Fernando and Cedefop.  

The question is posed what the developments are concerning the OJA 
infrastructure at Eurostat. The answer is that this will soon be available, 
probably in April. Fernando will be invited to a CG meeting to inform about 
progress, conditions of use, etc. 

WPC 

As briefed by Galya, the WP is working hard on the Starter Kit 1, which will be 
finished on time. The WPC Reference Architectural part of RMF is under 
development too, and all deadlines will be respected. There are no issues since 
the last CG meeting.  

Albrecht remarks that the webscraping document was discussed in the 
DIME/ITDG steering group and this will be pursued further. Many thanks to all 
members for their contribution. 

WPD 

As briefed by Arko, the second face-to-face meeting will be held in Denmark 
(the dates are still open). Furthermore, WPD is cooperating with WPF in order 
to make a unified business process model for smart meters. WPD is also testing 
different clustering methods for finding vacant dwellings and is starting on the 
preparations for the third deliverable. 

Albrecht will contact Arko to hold a presentation about the work done in WPD 
at the Working Group on energy statistics in May. 

WPE 

As briefed by Remco, the interim technical report E3 has been sent to the 
Review Board. The face-to-face meeting on the 24th and 25th of March in 
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Heerlen was in preparation, but had to be cancelled because of the coronavirus 
situation.  

Concerning the need for intermediate results from EMSA on energy used and 
emissions, Albrecht spoke with colleagues at Transport Statistics. He will send 
one of the WPE reports to EMSA and will contact Remco and talk with him 
about the situation and the emission data as well.  

WPF 

As Monica and Donato couldn’t attend the meeting the information is the 
same as in the pilot track meeting: 

Work is ongoing regarding the development of the architecture. The draft 
version of the information and application architecture concerning sensor and 
web intelligence data should be ready soon and can be shared for information 
and feedback. The complete version should be available soon after the physical 
meeting in March. The aim is to make the architecture general enough to be 
used not only for implementation but also for pilots. Parts of the architecture 
might be used or reused in trusted smart statistics as well. 

 

4. State of affairs: Pilots track 

WPG 

So far no reaction has been received from the Review Board concerning the 
postponing of the last deliverable (Peter will contact Lilli). 

WPG is busy with three case studies, the first two have data access and the 
data for the second one is being updated. 

For the third case study the data is expected to be available next week. 

WPH 

The WebEx meeting last February was the first meeting since the Vienna 
meeting. Issues raised there were discussed and also the comments from the 
Review Board on the quality report. The colleagues from Portugal are willing to 
organize the next mid-term meeting in May in Lisbon. The exact dates will be 
set soon. 

As there are nine case studies it is very difficult to compare or to get a general 
procedure out of it which can be useful for others. Some case studies are just 
at the beginning doing important basic research while others are much further. 

Overall the WP is on schedule for the deliverables. 

WPI 

Had the health situation allowed, presentations would have been held at the 
Task Force in Rome at the end of March.  

Data access differs per country and the progress is slow. It depends on local 
legislation, contacts, terms for data access, etc. See also the minutes of the 
face-to-face meeting in February.  

As mentioned in the previous meeting (CG pilot track meeting 19th of 
February), different proposals can be tested in the simulator which will be as 
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close as possible to real production conditions. The tool can also be used by 
MNOs and this might be needed to get (sooner) access to their data. 

On the question if data from MNOs can be shared, the answer is negative 
because MNOs want to leave the data within their systems. 

WPJ 

Work is ongoing concerning the finalization of deliverable J3 after comments 
from the Review Board. The deliverable will be final by the end of next week. 
After a question of Peter about the speed of finalization in view of the amount 
and nature of comments from the Review Board, Marek expresses that within 
the WP they appreciate the comments but they don’t agree with every one of 
them. The perspective seems to be different, as the deliverable is not a paper 
for a scientific journal. Peter emphasizes that ultimately deliverables must be 
judged according to their usability within the ESS and suggests to have a 
WebEx meeting with Lilli about this. If there is a difference in perspective, the 
aim is to have this sorted out with an outcome from which both can benefit 
(the project and the Review Board). 

Work is ongoing on the other tasks with examples from three countries (DE, 
NL, PL) which can be used by others within and outside the WP. It is foreseen 
that also smart city data can be used. 

WPK 

As there are technical sound problems with Austria, Magdalena sent her 
update by email after the meeting.  

First, WPK has sent the deliverable “Quality Template” last week to the Review 
Board, just as was agreed. Second, WPK had to cancel their face-to-face 
meeting in Rome due to travel constraints. Instead, WPK will have four WebEx 
meetings, one in the morning and one in the afternoon on the days the WP 
would have met in Rome (11th and 12th of March). It is hoped WPK can manage 
to organize and discuss as it would have in a physical meeting. The main focus 
will be on the report on methodology. 

Magdalena also mentions that Alexander intends to participate in the 
BigSurv20 conference, and will talk there about WPK. 

 

5. Any remaining issues 

Kostas emphasizes that it is important to present findings during the project as 
much as possible at other meetings, workshops or conferences. This is 
especially true for the implementation track WPs because the production units 
are essential for implementation and they should be aware what is possible 
and what is available. Kostas will send an overview of ESS meetings to Peter, so 
that relevant meetings can be identified.   
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-04-01 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (21) WebEx meeting 

2020-04-15 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (22) WebEx meeting 

2020-05-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(23) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-06-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (24) WebEx meeting 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(26) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(27) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


