
 

 

 

Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

 to Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

 cc  

 from Martin van Sebille 

   

  

 subject Final minutes CG meeting 17 of ESSnet BD II by WebEx 8th of January 2020 

  2020-01-20 

  

   

   

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Anke Consten (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member) √ 

 

Replacements/Guests: 
Magdalena Mleczko (WPH) √ Remco Paulussen (new PL WPE) √ 

 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the seventeenth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 17) and wishes everyone a Happy New 
Year. 

As notified beforehand, Natalie couldn’t attend the CG meeting. Marek Morze 
is replaced for this meeting by Magdalena Mleczko.  

Anke introduces Remco as the new WP leader for WPE. She is changing jobs 
within Statistics Netherlands and has therefore no time available anymore for 
this project. It is with regret that she has to leave this project and she thanks 
everyone for the good and nice cooperation during this and former ESSnet 
projects. She is convinced that Remco will do a good job as successor. 

Peter thanks Anke for doing an excellent job in the ESSnet projects and the 
achieved results and welcomes Remco. 

Remco introduces himself; actually Anke is his new boss so they can interact 
about the project when necessary. Remco is already involved as member for 
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WPF and was also member in WPE especially for architecture reasons. He has 
met already some of the WP leaders at the first Vienna meeting. 

Peter says also welcome to Florian who is attending the meeting as Review 
Board member. Peter explained that the minutes are not on the agenda but 
are reviewed by email which will save time for the CG meetings. 

 

2. Intermediate meetings in Vienna: Follow-up 

According to Peter the Vienna meetings were very successful. He had received 
the draft minutes from WPK for comments by the 17th and from WPF for 
comments by the 20th of January. 

Follow-up by Monica (WPF): 

The draft version of the minutes have been sent out to the presenters, after 
the revision of the presenters the minutes will be sent to the attendees of the 
meeting for review. 

All materials of the Vienna meeting are available on the wiki so those who are 
interested or couldn’t attend the meeting can take notice of the information. 

Monica assumes that the (results of the) Vienna meetings will be on the 
agenda of each WP and if there are specific questions they can be discussed or 
answered in the track or regular CG meetings. It is important and interesting to 
get feedback and share this with each other. 

Peter mentions that the two track meeting are scheduled in February and he 
also agrees with Monica’s approach to the minutes. 

Follow-up by Alex (WPK): 

The procedure concerning the minutes is the same as for WPF. The minutes 
will be final by the end of January.  

 

3. The Intermediate Report of the ESSnet Big Data II 

General 

The intermediate report covers the ESSnet project as a whole and gives an 
overview of the deliverables as well as administrative and financial matters. 
The second draft report includes the deliverables F1 and J2. Since then, also G1 
became ready. There deliverables are already on the Portal. Also the minutes 
of the Vienna meetings will be final when this report is finalized by the end of 
January. It is decided that all deliverables and milestones that are ready by the 
end of January will be included in the report.  

Some deliverables have titles that are not the same as the ones in the grant 
agreement (in particular C2, F1 and I2). The identification of the deliverables in 
the grant agreement will be followed, but the report will mention the actual 
titles of the deliverables.  

Scope and structure 

Peter asks all WP leaders and especially Eurostat whether the scope and 
structure of the report is as expected. Albrecht finds this report and the scope 
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and structure very useful but this is also a good occasion for each WP to give a 
small summary of the results so far. Just a paragraph for each, resulting in 2 or 
3 pages for all WPs together, would do. One of the reasons is the interest from 
other domains within Eurostat in what is being done in the project. By reading 
the Intermediate Report they can take notice and through the links there is 
more detailed information available. 

All WP leaders agree on the timing: they will send a summary of one paragraph 
by the 17th of January. Peter will add this information as chapter two. 

The Vienna minutes will be final in time for inclusion in the report and also 
Arko will (try to) deliver a final version of deliverable D2 by the end of next 
week. 

Project deliverables 

WPA 
Deliverable A1 and A2 cannot be uploaded to the Portal as such because these 
are not reports. The solution is to make a report consisting of the template and 
one page with the relevant link and/or a small explanation. Marc will do this 
for both deliverables by the end of next week. 

WPB 
No comments concerning WPB. 

WPC 
No comments concerning WPC, just a small change in the title of deliverable 
C2. 

WPD 
Deliverable D2 is not ready yet, as the review was received just before 
Christmas, but the aim is to have it final by the end of next week. 

WPE 
As agreed earlier, E2 and E3 are to be merged. The merged and reviewed 
deliverable is due in its final form by the end of March. On the Portal one 
deliverable will be the merged deliverable, and the other will just consist of the 
template and reference to the merged deliverable.  

WPF 
No comments concerning WPF, just a small change in the title of deliverable 
F1. 

WPG 
For WPG the text is outdated because of the finalization of deliverable G1 just 
before this meeting. The text will be updated. There are no further comments. 

WPH 
No comments concerning WPH. 

WPI 
Again there is the issue that information cannot be uploaded to the Portal 
because the deliverable is not a single report but includes a software tool on 
GitHub, a video and a reference guide. However, since the main report has all 
relevant references and links, it is decided that uploading this report will 
suffice.  
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The deliverables on the wiki are now still draft versions but will be final by the 
end of this week. There is also a change in the title of I2. 

An improvement for the text on the use of E2 for course purposes was 
suggested and agreed on.  

The rescheduling of 2020 deliverables was agreed on at the Vienna meeting. 

WPJ 
No comments concerning WPJ. 

WPK 
Three of the four deliverables that were originally due are ready in their final 
version. For the fourth one, a change of the delivery date was agreed on 
earlier. In the summary Alex would like to mention that the quality guidelines 
were presented to different ESS groups and for the future outlook that they 
will be discussed within the ESS just as this is being done for the deliverable on 
web scraping policy of WPC. Alex will send a short text proposal to Peter by the 
end of next week.  

Kostas wonders if in Vienna the quality approach to the use of multiple sources 
was discussed. Although this would not affect the Intermediate Report, this is a 
very relevant point of content. It is one of the home taken messages form the 
Vienna meeting. The aim is to be in line with the quality guidelines of Eurostat 
so combining them will be easier. For the use of multiple sources the 
harmonization of information is also important. 

WPL 
At the end of the lifetime of WPL the Review Board was confronted with a bulk 
of reports to review, just when there were changes in membership. The 
Review Board prioritized the WPL deliverables in order to make it possible for 
WPL to finish its activities in time.  

Project milestones 

No overview of the specific milestones is provided in the report because these 
are almost all minutes and these are available on the wiki.  

Administrative information in the Report 

At the Vienna meeting the resources spent of four partners were missing but 
this was sent afterwards and the financial overviews updated by Martin. These 
are the annexes 1 and 2. 

It is unavoidable that in a long project with so many partners and a detailed 
budget, changes will occur during the project. The project is managed to stay 
within the budget for all relevant budget categories. Other changes are agreed 
upon by the coordinator and Eurostat and documented in time. The most 
important changes are mentioned in the Intermediate Report, in particular the 
agreed redistribution within WPG. Good documentation is important to get 
reimbursed in the end.  
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4. Any remaining issues 

Albrecht: 

Albrecht would like to be able to access all deliverables in Word. He will create 
a page on the restricted wiki where all deliverables in Word can be uploaded. 
The WP leaders are kindly requested to send the Word versions to Marc. He 
will upload them. 

David and Arko remark that their documents are in LaTeX. Although Albrecht is 
not familiar with this he thinks this is probably okay but will also ask his 
colleagues.  

Martin: 

Martin has received schedules for WebEx meetings in 2020 from WPB, WPC, 
WPD and WPG. For the other WPs he asks for the schedule as soon as possible; 
if there is no schedule available, the WebEx meetings should be requested in 
time. 

Florian:  

For Florian it is very interesting to see how this meeting works from the 
outside. He appreciates the work done and all the feedback. It is a great 
project. 
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Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2020-02-05 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (18) WebEx meeting 

2020-02-19 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (19) WebEx meeting 

2020-03-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(20) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-04-01 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (21) WebEx meeting 

2020-04-15 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (22) WebEx meeting 

2020-05-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(23) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-06-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (24) WebEx meeting 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(26) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(27) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) 

(30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


