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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ)  

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB)  Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris  

Anke Consten (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)   Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
Diego Zardetto (WPF) √ Magdalena Mleczko (WPH) √ 

  Kate Kapica (WPJ) √ 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the sixteenth meeting of the Coordination Group 
of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 16).  

Tomaž, Monica, Marek Morze, Marek Cierpiał-Wolan, Kostas and Lilli didn’t 
attend the meeting with notification. Tomaž gave a briefing of his WP by e-
mail, and Monica, Marek M. and Marek C. were replaced by Diego Zardetto, 
Magdalena Mleczko and Kate Kapica, respectively. As WPL has finished no one 
attends from WPL, while Natalie is having well-deserved holidays. 

Unfortunately Diego had problems with the audio connection and the problem 
couldn’t be solved during the meeting.  

Not on the agenda are the resources spent because of the full agenda today, 
but we will have a more current overview at the Vienna meetings.  
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2. State of affairs: Dissemination and communication 

The BDES 2020, the final dissemination meeting of the ESSnet in Warsaw from 
24th until 26th of November 2020, is being discussed and prepared. Soon a save 
the date mail will be sent to everybody who is on the list which is on the wiki. 

The 26th is actually not part of the dissemination meeting but the back-to-back 
meeting of the project for evaluation and finalizing the project.  

Please be aware that the dates mentioned in the draft minutes of the Task 
Force are not correct. 

Concerning WPA the deliverables A1 and A2 are due, according to messages 
from the Portal. However, these concern the wiki platform and website, which 
are ready, but of course they cannot be uploaded as such. Is it possible to turn 
the red flags from the Portal off? Albrecht will investigate this. If not possible 
maybe a pseudo report with just a link in it will do.  

 

3. Intermediate meetings in Vienna 

Participation: 

The participation list for Vienna is not yet final. Finland has no one on the list. 
Galya mentions that they are not very active within the WP and she sent an 
email twice about the Vienna meeting but there was no response. Peter will be 
in contact with Finland. 

From Lithuania there was no positive feedback either and from the UK no 
participants will attend because of the Brexit policy, but UK will remain active 
in the WPs. Both WP leaders from Poland will be replaced by those who attend 
today in the CG meeting. The possible participant from Poland from WPE has 
not reacted yet. 

From Eurostat Fabian Bach has been added to the list: Alex remarks that he will 
give a presentation regarding the guidelines and already confirmed that he will 
come. Albrecht says that there will be one more participant from Eurostat: 
Andrea Aschera, he is new at the unit and will be working on smart devices and 
related topics. It is a good opportunity for him to get acquainted with the work 
done and to meet other people. 

Agenda Implementation Track: 

As Diego has no sound, this could not be discussed with the organizers. It is 
noted that Fernando Reis will deal with the Web Intelligence Hub. 

Agenda Pilots Track: 

Alex remarks that the agenda is organized along the topics of WPK quality, 
methodology and typification. Additionally there is a session on results so far, 
but this is not limited to what is already ready, but also looking forward what 
possible results are and how implementation could be accommodated. He will 
replace the names where necessary (i.e. the Polish participants). The sent-out 
questionnaires will be used for preparing the meeting, to see where the 
connections are and for discussions.  

There is also room for cross-cutting issues by Peter and Marc, including 
finances, the implementation of results in the ESS, the state of affairs 
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concerning the BDTI or its successor, and feedback on the project so far, 
providing an opportunity for doing better the second half of the project. We 
can also look at the transfer of this ESSnet when we are not there anymore 
(the continuation of the wiki etc.).  

Albrecht would like to use this meeting also to have some discussion about the 
implementation of the results of the current pilot projects. What is successful 
and what has potential for implementation? Maybe in the presentations what 
worked or not could be mentioned as well. 

Peter asks Alex to use the same layout for the agenda as was done for the 
implementation track. 

As WPL has finished there is no meeting anymore. Peter emphasizes that 
Natalie did a very good job. The results are on the wiki and also on the Portal.  

 

4. State of affairs: Implementation track 

For this point on the agenda, Peter goes through the list of dates for the 
deliverables for each WP, including their review dates. If there are remarks or 
changes he will update the list before sending it to the Review Board. 

WPB: 

With regard to the deliverables, WPB has received comments from the Review 
Board on the interim report. Proposed suggestions for improvements have 
been integrated and WPB is waiting for proofreading to be finished (end of this 
week). The improved interim report can be uploaded to the Portal (and the 
Review Board will be informed). WPB is still waiting for the review comments 
on the second deliverable, the methodological framework.  

The current achievements of WPB were presented to the Task Force on TSS. 
Albrecht also presented a short summary to the LAMAS meeting. Both have 
been accepted well and some ideas for future work were received. 

On November 8th there was a WebEx meeting related to the architecture of the 
future WIH (Web Intelligence Hub), in which Eurostat, CEDEFOP and Monica 
participated. Fernando Reis also presented plans for CEDEFOP Datalab 
extension. The current Datalab will be available till the end of November. Then 
the Datalab will be transported to a new (production) infrastructure where it 
will be available also for the ESSnet with regular data updates. According to 
Fernando, Eurostat also plans to set up a production system based on the 
CEDEFOP system which should also enable access to raw data and the testing 
of algorithms. 

Albrecht will mention the developments about the WIH at the meeting in 
Vienna. There is an official OK from the Director-General from Eurostat to 
continue with WIH and now Eurostat is in full speed setting up the IT structure. 

Within the WP, work is being done on analysing the CEDEFOP data. In July 
there was access to the BDTI and progress was made. Proposals are prepared 
for next steps to be taken.  

Further input is being gathered for the methodological framework. A first draft 
will be provided in short time and WPB is sharing work done with WPC and 
WPF.  
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WPC: 

The second deliverable, on the methodological framework, is on the Portal 
already. The third deliverable, experimental statistics, is ready but has not 
been uploaded on the Portal, as this is not the place for dissemination of 
experimental statistics. The valuable remarks and suggestions from the Review 
Board have been used.  

The work was divided into sections. For each country, results were published, 
with information on methods and the way in which the data was processed. 
Only information from  Poland is missing; feedback has not been received yet. 

Albrecht remarks that probably a link from the Eurostat website for 
experimental statistics to the results of this WP could be foreseen. Another 
way is to put something directly on the Eurostat website. Albrecht will look at 
what is the best way to link with the Portal. 

Galya adds that documents contain links to experimental statistics. She will 
wait for feedback from Albrecht. 

The first deliverable about webscraping policies was presented at the Task 
Force on TSS. 

Work is ongoing on the reference architecture (first draft). If there are issues, 
WPC will contact Monica and Donato on this. The next WebEx meeting is on 
November 25th and on the agenda is the detailed planning for next year.  

WPD: 

The goal is to generalize the second deliverable but the typification matrix will 
give a better overview of how to do this. If the review date will need to be 
changed, the Review Board will be informed in time. 

WPE: 

Deliverable E2 and E3 will be combined and sent to the Review Board by the 
end of February.  

Work with analysing data on the BDTI will continue until the end of November. 
After that the BDTI is not available anymore. WPE can deliver AIS data 
information on national level, but not on the European level (no information 
from EMSA). Maybe also worldwide through the UN Global Platform, but this is 
not yet certain because of the quality.  

Albrecht remarks that there is a prolongation with BDTI for online job 
advertisements. This is a new approach, maybe we can do this for WPE also 
but the outcome is not sure. 

WPF: 

Diego has audio connection problems. WPF is busy with the preparations of 
the Vienna meeting. 
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5. State of affairs: Pilots track 

WPG: 

Work on deliverable G1 is ongoing. It will be sent to the Review Board by the 
end of November.  

The main part of next year the focus is on empirical studies. The date for the 
face-to-face meeting is set on the fourth and fifth of June 2020 in Rome. 

Martin asks, for administrative reasons, a confirmation from Albrecht 
concerning the budget shift to Italy. Albrecht will react by mail.  

WPH: 

WPH is busy with filling in the questionnaires for the Vienna meeting. Further 
work is going as planned. After the Vienna meeting a WebEx meeting will be 
planned. 

WPI: 

There is a bottleneck with the capacity at INE, but so far David succeeds in 
keeping the work for the WP on schedule. The questionnaires for WPK for the 
Vienna meeting are filled in. 

There are three groups of deliverables. The first group concerns the data 
simulator, the methodology and IT tools. A video with installation instructions 
has been made, and a reference guide is shared. Parallel work is being done on 
methodology. The Review Board is informed and David will communicate an 
updated schedule next week to Peter and the Review Board. 

The second group is about standards and metadata, quality and visualization.  
There is clarity about the content and some adjustments must be made to the 
different tasks. The aim is to finish this next summer.  

The third group is about data access and experimental results, and includes all 
the progress and the results of the negotiations in all countries. The focus is 
still on gaining access to real data, after which the focus will shift to 
experimental statistics.    

The face-to-face meeting will be held in the first week of February. This is a 
meeting where most of the participants of WPI will attend. Fabio from Eurostat 
has also been informed. One of the topics in the meeting is dividing the tasks 
for 2020 for the next three deliverables. 

WPJ: 

WPJ received comments from the Review Board and is working on it. 

For analysing purposes information has been asked to the country partners 
and WPJ is waiting for feedback.  

WPK: 

The deliverable on quality guidelines (K1) is with the Review Board now. 
Information (feedback from the template) is asked from all WP leaders. The 
new version (K4) will be ready at the end of November.  

A draft of the literature overview (K2) was ready couple of weeks ago. Alex will 
send it to the Review Board, but comments can be incorporated in the 
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foreseen later version (K12). There is no need for a review as such, but Review 
Board member may add literature. As there are new members, they may have 
knowledge of relevant literature we are not aware of.  

WPK is busy with the Vienna meetings. For WPK, the Vienna meeting is also the 
kick-off and input for the methodology deliverable. So far for this deliverable 
good work has been done and input received from both David Salgado and Piet 
Daas.  

The next face-to-face meeting is planned for 11-12 March but has not been 
confirmed yet. The aim is to work especially on the methodology deliverable 
and finalize the quality and the typification deliverables. 

 

6. Review planning 

The information received during this meeting will be used to update the review 
planning which will be sent to the Review Board.  

 

7. Planning of meetings in December and in 2020 

CG, Implementation track, Pilot track meetings 2020 

There are no comments on the proposed schedule so it is decided that the 
schedule for the meeting in 2020 is formal now.  

Track meetings 4th and 18th of December 2019 

Considering the Vienna meetings Peter proposes to cancel the WebEx 
meetings for both tracks in December. All WP leaders agree, so this is decided 
too. 

The resulting schedule is attached to these minutes.  

 

8. Any remaining issues 

Q2020 

Next year the Q2020 conference will take place in Budapest. Q2020 is 
co-organized by Eurostat. The deadline for abstracts is the 2nd of 
December. This year Peter prepared a session for the ICES VI 
conference, which would have included contributions by David, Alex and 
Natalie, but it was later decided to withdraw the session proposal. 
However, for Q2020 we can build on that proposal.  

For the Hungarian conference Peter intends to organize a session on the 
ESSnet, including the previously foreseen contributions. He asks 
whether other WP leaders also intend to present their results, as this 
might be accommodated in the session. However, this is not the case. 
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Template for Vienna 

Anke will ask for the template to Monica for the presentations in Vienna 
because she couldn’t find it anymore. Please send it to everyone. 
(Editorial: After asking the question to Monica it appeared that there is 
actually no template.)  

 

 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2020 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2019-12-9/10 13:00 begin 

16:00 end 

Mid-term meeting Track Implementation, 

organized by WPF 

Vienna Austria 

2019-12-11/12 9:30 begin 

15:30 end 

Mid-term meeting Pilots Track, organized by 

WPK 

Vienna Austria 

2020-01-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (17) 

 

WebEx meeting 

2020-02-05 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (18) WebEx meeting 

2020-02-19 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (19) WebEx meeting 

2020-03-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (20) WebEx meeting 

2020-04-01 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (21) WebEx meeting 

2020-04-15 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (22) WebEx meeting 

2020-05-13 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (23) WebEx meeting 

2020-06-17 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (24) WebEx meeting 

2020-06-24 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (25) WebEx meeting 

2020-07-08 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (26) WebEx meeting 

2020-09-16 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (27) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation (28) WebEx meeting 

2020-10-28 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots (29) WebEx meeting 

2020-11-11 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) (30) 

(Preparation Dissemination) 

WebEx meeting 

2020-11-(24-

25-26) 

3 days Conference BDES 2020 (24th and 25th) 

Back-to-back ESSnet meetings on the 26th  

BDES 2020 - Warsaw 

2020-12-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting  (31) WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


