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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data II 

Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK)  

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL)  

Galya Stateva (PL WPC) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD) √ Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Anke Consten (PL WPE)  √ Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)  √ Guilio Barcaroli (Review Board Member) √ 

Johan Fosen (PL WPG) √ Boriska Toth (Review Board Member)  

Marek Morze (PL WPH)  Florian Keusch (Review Board Member)  

 

Replacements/Guests: 
Magdalena Mleczko (WPH) V Magdalena Six (WPK) √ 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the thirteenth meeting of the Coordination 
Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 13).  

Marek Morze, Alex and Natalie didn’t attend the meeting with notification. 
Marek and Alex were replaced by Magdalena Mleczo and Magdalena Six, 
respectively. There was no replacement for Natalie, but she had briefed Peter. 

Depending on the agenda, it may not be necessary for all Review Board 
members to attend CG meetings. For this meeting Lilli will brief the other 
members of the Review Board on relevant issues. Special welcome to Guilio 
who attended this meeting as a new member of the Review Board. 

Peter thanks Alex for chairing the previous meeting.  

 

2. Resources spent 

For this round from 4 countries no information was received. Unfortunately 
the information sent by Italy was for some reason rejected. Monica will sort 
this out. Due to the holiday season there were no extra questions asked to 
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partners. Also for this round the conclusion is that there is a considerable 
underspending compared to the proportional budget.  

This meeting we analyse the figures more closely per WP. The WP leaders is 
asked whether the underspending is structural, whether it causes a bottleneck 
for the deliverables and whether the resources are still available at a later 
moment. 

WPA: 

The Polish contribution will start in 2020 because they are responsible for the 
final dissemination meeting, so it is obvious there is an underspending right 
now. 

WPB: 

Actions concerning analysing data from Cedefop took place later than 
expected, and also technical problems occurred (Germany), but the WP is still 
on track and is now speeding up with the analysis. The WP leader informed the 
partners about the underspending. 

WPC: 

Very little underspending. No problems. 

WPD: 

The partners form Norway and Sweden had no data so the contribution was 
low but now they have data and are starting with analysis. Furthermore a data 
scientist at Estonia was on sick leave for 3 months. All in all work will be done 
later but this is no bottleneck and has been discussed within the group. 

WPE: 

The BDTI was later available and during the summer season it was agreed upon 
within the WP that work was put on a low level. Work will speed up in October, 
November, especially by Poland and Greece. This is no problem because they 
already said that the resources are still available. 

WPF: 

The figures must first be updated with the Italian contribution to know the 
actual extent of underspending. According to the planning, WPF has a higher 
workload later on anyway, as it consolidates results from other WPs and WPF 
is going to organize one of the two intermediate meetings at the end of the 
year.  

WPG: 

Apart from underreporting of resources spent, the reason for underspending 
has to do with changing the scope concerning Shared Economy Platforms. As 
this has now been agreed on, the work will be on full speed soon. The change 
of scope has effect on the days budgeted within the WP. There will be some 
redistribution of resources. 

WPH: 

The information of two countries are missing and it seems the underspending 
will not provide any problems anyway. 
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WPI: 

The distribution of the planned work causes a mismatch in the resources spent 
because initial tasks have been done so far by core members. First some tasks 
have to be done before other members can follow up the next tasks. Next 
month members will work in parallel on different tasks (i.e. the data 
simulator). There is no need to worry because the WP is still working as 
planned.  

WPJ: 

The main reasons for the underspending is that getting access to data 
resources was later than expected and further the complexity and 
sophisticated work that has to be done. The WP is still in control and in time 
for the scheduled deliverables. 

WPK: 

Not very much underspending and with the mid-term meeting in December 
ahead the spending of the resources spent should be in line with the budget 
then. 

WPL: 

There is not much underspending and with finalizing the report now, the 
assumption is that there will be no underspending at the end of this WP. 

It is concluded that underreporting (updates of four countries missing), delay in 
data availability for some WPs and planned high workloads ahead for other 
WPs explain the bulk of the supposed underspending. 

 

3. State of affairs: Coordination and communication 

On Monday the 16th Peter had a WebEx meeting with Albrecht, Kostas and 
Fernando Reis about different issues. Those which concern a specific WP are 
noted there but there were also some general topics. 

- Deliverables and milestones are uploaded on the wiki but this has to be 
done in the portal also. On the wiki it is possible to change the deliverable 
form draft in the final version or even change the version into 2.0 if 
needed. This can be done before the end of the project.  
In the portal however only one version can be uploaded. This will be done 
by Peter as coordinator and on the basis of the files/information received 
by the WP leaders. Peter will start with uploading files as soon as possible 
and therefore it is important for the WP leaders to inform Peter if a 
deliverable is final or not.  

- The work done within WPs F and K is cross cutting and not only important 
within this project as it should have a broader effect on the whole ESSnet 
in terms of frameworks for in particular architecture, processes, 
methodology and quality. So it is relevant that products from these two 
WPs are considered for the ESSnet as a whole as well (sharing and using 
information).  
In order to look at what can be done to promote this, Peter asks 
Magdalena (representing Alex) and Monica to put this explicitly on the 
agenda in the Vienna meetings in December. 
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- Amendments during the project which are agreed upon by the coordinator 
and Eurostat will be included in the final report. So there is no need to 
upload each amendment in the portal when they occur (if done so an 
administrative process would be started in which each partner would get 
e-mails which would only lead to distraction).  

Concerning dissemination, Marc gives an update of the wiki. Deliverables and 
milestone are being uploaded on the wiki when received. He reminds everyone 
if there is any interesting material, documentation, back ground material, 
please send it to Marc or send the links and he will put it on the wiki. All this 
information is valuable for others who visit the wiki. 

David mentioned that information of work done or other information might 
also be shared as clickable products with interaction. Marc find this very 
interesting but doesn’t know exactly how, so he will contact David bilaterally. 

Peter asks Marc about the final conference, as the date needs to be set soon. 
The main reason for getting the date established is the BigSurv2020 conference 
which will be held from 4th to 6th of November 2020 in Utrecht, The 
Netherlands. It is possible that a lot of international colleagues will attend the 
BigSurv conference. 

  

4. State of affairs: Implementation track 
 
WPB: 

Within the WP ongoing work is being done on analysing the Cedefop data. In 
July there was access to the BDTI so the WP made good progress. Proposals are 
prepared for next steps to be taken.  

Further input is being gathered for the methodological framework. A first draft 
will be provided in short time and the WP is sharing work done with WPs C and 
F. 

Work done so far will be presented at the Task Force of TSS in October. 

WPC: 

The first deliverable is final and is available for all partners on the wiki. For the 
second deliverable a draft is ready and will be edited by the UK colleagues. The 
draft will be sent in time to the Review Board as planned on the 24st of 
September. 

Finland has some problems with the resources and is not actively participating 
at this moment.  

Galya remarks that she is very happy about the way the work is going right now 
and also with the cooperation with the partners in her WP. 

Peter discussed the deliverable about webscraping policy with Albrecht. It will 
be on the agenda at the Task Force in October. The aim is to prepare giving this 
product a wider working in the ESS. 

WPD: 

In the second face-to-face meeting the workload was divided and marked 
down for each partner. Each partner is working on a production prototype 
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which should be ready in October. Simultaneously work is ongoing on quality 
indicators and metadata. 

WPE: 

During the long holiday the BDTI environment was not claimed; this will start 
shortly again up to November. So the progress was less but agreed upon.  

WPE has access to worldwide AIS data from the UN Global Platform. The 
quality of the data is being investigated now. This data seems to be very useful 
for the emissions statistics. 

Peter discussed with Eurostat the alternative for the BDTI and getting data 
from EMSA. BDTI is only temporarily available and there should be clarity 
about alternatives by the end of this month. For its contacts with EMSA, 
Albrecht needs input form WPE (specs). 

Albrecht mentions that Fernando is looking at solutions. Also other colleagues 
at the Commission will be contacted. About the intermediate EMSA products 
(pre-processed data) Albrecht would like to discuss this with Anke and other 
members of the WP. 

WPF: 

The WP is finalizing the first deliverable on the business layer. In parallel work 
is ongoing on two lower layers, the information and application architecture. 
There is interaction with the WPs of the implementation track. A second 
cluster of information has been received from other WPs. (WPD is taking an 
effort to provide information from each of the partners.) 

The WP is further busy with preparations for the intermediate meeting. WPF 
will present the work done so far. 

  

5. State of affairs: Pilots track 
 

WPG: 

Concerning financial transaction data, work is going as planned. 

Concerning the Shared Economy Platforms, the proposal of changing the scope 
is accepted by partners and by Eurostat. Partners are positive to redistributing 
the resources of the budget, needed because of the new division of tasks. 

The deliverable will not be split in two. As a consequence more time is needed 
for the comprehensive deliverable. The draft is expected in December. The 
new time line will be tuned with the Review Board. 

As all this is well justified and agreed by the partners, the coordinator and 
Eurostat, the WP will proceed in this way. 

WPH: 

The minutes of the WebEx meeting last Thursday are uploaded on the wiki. The 
interim technical report is almost final and will be ready by the end of 
September as planned. This includes case studies.  
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WPI: 

The eight research tracks are working in parallel. In particular, work on 
methodology and quality is progressing, and the WP is advancing with the data 
simulator. Special care is taken that the work is in line with WPK. 

Peter is happy that there is also interest in the products of the WP from 
outside this project. Eurostat has shown interest in using the simulator for 
course purposes. In general Peter praises the collaboration with WPK and 
remarks that for all WPs it is not only important to connect with WPK, but also 
to be compatible with WPF in respect of architecture. 

WPJ: 

The deliverable of the interim technical report about preliminary results will be 
ready by the end of September.  

The WP is further busy with finishing work on the webscraping tool. The 
innovation in this tool is that each country can customize the work process 
without the help of an IT expert. It includes visualisations.  

WPJ is in the process of thinking about smart statistics systems concerning 
multiple types of sources, smart city systems, etc., which in the end can be 
used as a guideline for other partners. 

WPK: 

The draft report on quality guidelines is almost ready (60 pages) and will be 
sent to the Review Board as planned. It will also be put on the wiki. The 
process phases are being distinguished. The part concerning statistical output 
is being worked on. Information about typification is also on the wiki. 

The first part of the quality guidelines was sent to the Review Board and  the 
feedback was very valuable. Lilli praises the work and remarks that she does 
not expect a reaction to every single point of the recommendations. They are 
meant to facilitate improving the deliverable. However, iIf a major 
recommendation is not taken aboard please explain why the recommendation 
not is taken over. This information is also of value to Eurostat, as they must 
accept the products of the ESSnet. 

The Vienna meeting in December will be held at the premises of Statistics 
Austria. Magdalena asks about lunch arrangements and reimbursement. It 
would be best to arrange having lunch together, but participants can pay for 
themselves, as allowances have been foreseen in the budget. The dates for the 
meeting are already set (see previous minutes). 

 

6. State of affairs: WPL  

Natalie informed Peter that the draft version of the final report will be sent to 
the Review Board by the end of September, and the final report is ready at the 
end of October. 

Kostas remarks that the outcome of WPL is a topic in the next Task Force 
meeting. The Task Force gives feedback also for the uptake of work of smart 
statistics in 2020. After the Task Force the topic will be discussed in the Big 
Data Steering Group. 
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7. Any remaining issues 

Galya asks for a list with e-mail addresses of the Review Board members. These 
can be found in the minutes of the previous meeting. 

 

 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2019 

Date Time 

(CET) 

Issues How/Where 

2019-10-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-10-23 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

2019-11-20 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) WebEx meeting 

2019-12-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-12-18 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


