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Participants: 
Peter Struijs (Chairman)  Marek Morze (PL WPH) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ David Salgado (PL WPI) √ 

Marc Debusschere (Deputy WPA)  Marek Cierpiał-Wolan (PL WPJ) √ 

Tomaž Špeh (PL WPB) √ Alexander Kowarik (PL WPK) √ 

Galya Stateva (PL WPC)  Natalie Rosenski (PL WPL) √ 

Arko Kesküla (PL WPD)  Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

Anke Consten (PL WPE)   Kostas Giannakouris √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WPF)   Lilli Japec (Chair Review Board)  

Johan Fosen (PL WPG)  Anders Holmberg (Review Board) √ 

 

Replacements/Guests: 
Jacek Maslankowski (WPC) V Magdalena Six (WPK) √ 

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

As Peter and Marc are on holiday, Alex, as chair, welcomes everybody to the 
twelfth meeting of the Coordination Group of the ESSnet Big Data II (CG 12).  

Galya, Arko, Anke, Monica, Lilli and Johan are on holiday leave. Galya and 
Johan are, respectively, replaced by Jacek Maslankowski and Anders Holmberg. 
Anders is also representing the Review Board. Arko had mentioned Toñu 
Raitviir for replacement to this meeting, but Toñu did not attend. 

 

2. Overview of resources spent 

For this round five small countries didn’t reply. Due to the holiday season there 
were no extra questions asked to partners. Also for this round the conclusion is 
that there is a considerable underspending. The hope was that this would be 
less relative to the previous overview, but it isn’t. At the next CG meeting, the 
figures will be further looked at; this topic will be put on the agenda. 
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3. Review Board matters 

Based on a longlist drafted by the Review Board, three new members were 
chosen. They are all able and willing to take be member of the Review Board. 
There was already an introductory meeting with the new members by WebEx 
with Lilli as chair. 

The new members are: 

- Boriska Toth, Norway (boriska.toth@ssb.no) 

- Guilio Barcaroli, Italy (gbarcaroli@gmail.com) 

- Florian Keusch, Germany (f.keusch@uni-mannheim.de) 

The introductory meeting also discussed the various tracks and the timing of 
the deliverables. As from August the workload will be large, as the ambition is 
to review all the deliverables. The schedule is tight and in various meetings the 
Review Board members will divide the work between themselves. 

The WP leaders are asked to inform the Review Board as soon as possible if 
there are any (potential) delays. 

As this is also the last CG meeting before Anders leaves for his new job in 
Australia, Anders ends by saying that he wishes everyone a lot of success and 
also the project as a whole. The work as Review Board member was hard but 
he did it with pleasure. 

Alex, also on behalf of Peter, thanks him very much for all that he has done for 
the ESSnet, and wishes him all the best. He really did a splendid job. Also 
Albrecht thanks Anders for his work done. It was very valuable and has impact 
on the quality of  deliverables. 

 

4. State of affairs: WPL  

At the beginning of June the final face-to-face meeting took place in London; 
only Norway couldn’t attend. Case studies were presented and there was 
enough time to discuss in working groups how to go further and to divide the 
different tasks.  

Albrecht gave a presentation looking forward to trusted smart statistics and 
the relation with this project. There are possible opportunities in a follow up 
ESSnet from the work done in this WP.  

The aim is to send the draft version of the final report to the Review Board by 
the end of September. 

 

5. State of affairs: Implementation track 
 
WPB: 

During the physical meeting at Cedefop, organized by WPB, Cedefop and 
Eurostat, the first day was to get acquainted with the Cedefop data. The 
preparations, done by TabulaeX and Cedefop, were really good. Clean data 
covering the period July 2018 - March 2019 and 13 countries was available on 
BDTI (AWS), Jupyter notebooks with instructions were prepared by TabulaeX, 
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there were practical lessons how to use the data and information about its 
characteristics. There are enough user accounts for partners. 

On the second day a WPB physical meeting was organised. Each country 
presented work done so far and plans for integration of OJV data into 
production. Albrecht gave a presentation on the Trusted Smart Statistics 
Strategy and principles of future Web intelligence Hub on OJV data. 

The second part of the day the participants discussed about ESS OJV 
architecture and methodological issues regarding integration of OJV data into 
production. The outcome was a short plan about the work to be done until 
October 2019. This is also important because of the requirements for the BDTI 
infrastructure. This DataLab will be available till October 2019. The plan is to 
set up next DataLab to analyse raw OJV data and related algorithms for data 
pre-processing and classification. Minutes of the meeting are available on the 
wiki. 

The current activities are mostly analysing data. An aditional WebEx was 
organised in July. Due to the summer season not every partner can attend but 
those who can will be in touch with each other by WebEx and also use the 
(restricted) wiki for work done in the meantime.  

Alex wonders if the agreement to access the data from Cedefop is only for 
members of WPB or is it also for other project members beside WPB or even 
outside this project for not participating countries. 

According to Tomaž  there is no agreement. If there is a request, it must be 
possible to get access but this has to be decided in the end by Cedefop.  

Kostas remarks that the Task Force is having a meeting on the 15th and 16th of 
October. The draft agenda still has to be made (within a few weeks) and input 
might be asked from this project. Maybe also some representatives from other 
institutes (e.g. Tabulaex) will be invited.  

WPC: 

The document about webscraping policy is final and uploaded on the wiki. 
Although it is not an official document, NSIs can use the template for their own 
purpose. It is hoped that in future, if the right steps are made through official 
committees, the document might be official policy. The WP leader would like 
to know which steps have to be made to get the webscraping policy official 
within the ESS. Perhaps the project coordinator can be of some assistance in 
this matter. 

It is possible to customize the template for each country but it is thought that 
this must be done as minimal as possible.  

Further concerning WPC: 

- The final minutes of the face-to-face meeting are published on the wiki. 
- Work is ongoing on the document about methodology framework. 
- Experimental studies are ready in September with information to 

understand the results of webscraping more easily. 

WPD: 

This was not discussed, as there was no representative of WPD at the meeting. 
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WPE: 

This was not discussed, as there was no representative of WPE at the meeting. 

WPF: 

This was not discussed, as there was no representative of WPF at the meeting. 

6. State of affairs: Pilots track 
 

WPG: 

Financial transaction data: 

Work is ongoing on financial transaction data. Mid-July there was a WebEx 
meeting, one of the issues was about the first deliverable. WPG is editing the 
first deliverable and the plan is to send the draft by the end of August to the 
Review Board.  

Some partners are working on retail indices and seeing the potential of 
financial transactions data. 

Shared Economy Platforms: 

As discussed and agreed on during the previous two CG meetings, the initial 
plans have been modified, including changes in scope. As a consequence, the 
distribution of tasks will change somewhat. ISTAT is expected to take a bigger 
role in this work area.  

Methodology: 

Work concerning methodology is ongoing. 

Albrecht remarks that within Eurostat colleagues of a separate unit carry out 
some activities concerning different platforms in their work programme. He 
will contact them and discuss the plans with his colleagues. 

WPH: 

The face-to-face meeting at the end of June in Olsztyn was attended by five 
partners and three other partners were present by WebEx transmission. All 
partners were well prepared and the state of affairs of the case studies was 
presented. Unfortunately Belgium has only access to aerial images once a year 
so their case study has already nearly finished. Also methodology and technical 
issues were discussed. 

The minutes of the face-to-face meeting are published on the wiki.  

Albrecht unfortunately could not attend the face-to-face meeting and 
wonders, since the case studies are in fact individual work strains, if from a 
European perspective within the WP it would be possible to extend the 
individual knowledge to the other partners. 

Marek answers that due to the meeting, partners know each other better and 
he will start to think about this idea. 

Albrecht mentions that in some other directories related work is done, three 
units are concerned with it. Maybe it is possible to exchange information with 
them. Also there might be a request to shift the focus about earth observation 
more to trusted smart statistics. In the second half of the year there will be a 
discussion about support of using remote images within European statistics 
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from the source to data, processing and result. Eurostat is also thinking about 
an upper European project Earth observation. This should also be discussed 
with the WP leader and members to come to a common understanding. An 
important aspect is how to translate this all to the European level (i.e. not only  
statistics at the European level but to Eurostat as a whole as well). 

WPI: 

Last month was the face-to-face meeting in Rome, the minutes of which are on 
the wiki. The meeting was mostly devoted to the geolocation of network 
events and a very short presentation of the current status of the simulator. The 
methodology framework was proposed as a specific proposal with 
approximately ten modules which are now under development (computation 
of event locations, prior locations, posterior locations, modelling of dynamical 
Bayesian networks, estimation of individuals, etc.). 

Concerning application on real data, progress is still very slow, because the 
access to data continues to be an important issue. However, concrete 
methodological proposals upon concrete tools are under development with 
the aid of the data simulator. 

In last July, the current edition of the NETMOB conference was organized in 
the Oxford Mathematical Institute and it was attended by the WP leader and 
some other partners. As an important insight, all works presented were 
basically one-shot projects lacking of a sustainable access to data. In this line, 
there is an important role to play in the international community for Official 
Statistics. 

Alex praises the good interaction between WPI and WPK concerning 
methodology. 

WPJ: 

In the face-to-face meeting each partner gave an update about the state of 
affairs, and the strategy of using external data was discussed.  

A  universal webscraping tool and flow model was presented and is being used 
for creating an IT prototype. 

The first results of combining data and aggregating data was shown. All 
presentations of the meeting are on the wiki. 

During the meeting the comments of the Review Board on the webscraping 
methods were discussed to finalize the document. 

Interesting work is ongoing concerning developing universal data collecting 
from different portals. The WP is in the middle of preliminary work on the 
objective of developing methods of combining data sources. Some details are 
being established and the aim is to send the draft report to the Review Board 
by the end of September. 

WPK: 

The draft report on quality guidelines is almost ready (60 pages) and will be 
sent to the Review Board today (24th of July). It will also be put on the 
confluence page on the wiki. 
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Concerning methodology for the input phase and  the throughput phase this 
will be looked at in two phases/parts. The first part with raw data and the 
second part with the usage of statistical output; this is still missing. 

Information about typification is also on the wiki. 

 

 

7. Any remaining issues 

Martin remarks that the 50% pre-payment from Eurostat has been received 
and in a few weeks all partners will get a request to send their invoice.  

 

 

Meetings Tracks and Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data till end 2019 

Date Time 

(CET) 

Issues How/Where 

2019-09-18 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) WebEx meeting 

2019-10-09 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-10-23 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

2019-11-20 

 

10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Regular CG meeting (incl. resources spent) WebEx meeting 

2019-12-04 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Implementation WebEx meeting 

2019-12-18 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

Track CG Pilots WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards all WebEx meetings 


