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Summary: Paolo Garonna is currently Professor of Political Economy at the Luiss G.Carli University 
of Rome. He is also Secretary General of the Italian Banking Insurance and Finance Federation 
(FEBAF), a think-tank promoted by the main business associations of the financial sector in Italy. He 
was Director General of the Italian Insurers’ Association (ANIA) from 2009 to 2012. In the same 
period, he was President of IRSA, the research and training institute of the Insurers’ Association. 
From 2003 to 2005 he was the Chief Economist of Confindustria, the main private sector 
employers’ organisation in Italy. He has also been Professor of Applied Economics at the Faculty of 
Political Science of the University LUISS G.Carli of Rome and at the Faculty of Statistics of the 
University of Padova in Italy, where he moved up the academic ladder from lecturer to Associate 
Professor and full Professor. He worked at the OECD in Paris from 1988 to 1992 as Deputy Director 
for Employment Education and Social Affairs. In the 1990’s, Mr. Garonna was Head of the National 
Statistical Institute of Italy (ISTAT), and Chairman of the United Nations Conference of European 
Statisticians. He joined the United Nations in 1999 as Director of the Statistical Division of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva. From 2001 to 2009 he was 
Deputy Executive Secretary of UNECE. Author of many books and articles on applied economics, 
international relations, official statistics, insurance and banking (see list of publications).  
 
 
 
Paolo Garonna is currently Professor of Polit ical Economy at the Luiss G.Carli 
University of Rome. He has also been Professor of Applied Economics at the 
Faculty of Stat ist ics of the University of Padova in Italy, w here he moved up the 
academic ladder from lecturer (from 1978) to Associate Professor (in 1981) and full 
Professor (1985).  
 
He is also the Secretary General of the Italian Banking Insurance and Finance 
Federation (FEBAF), a think-tank promoted by the main business associations of the 
f inancial sector in Italy.  
 
He w as Director General of the Italian Insurers’ Association (ANIA) from 2009 to 
2012. In the same period, he w as President of IRSA, the research and training 
inst itute of the Insurers’  Associat ion.  
 
From 2003 to 2005 he w as the Chief Economist of Confindustria, the main private 
sector employers’  organisat ion in Italy.  
 
He w as the Deputy Executive Secretary (f rom 2001 to 2003 and from 2005 to 
2008) and Acting Executive Secretary (from August 2005 to February 2006 and 
from November 2001 to March 2002) of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe, in Geneva in the period from 2001 to 2009. As Officer in Charge of the 
UNECE, he performed the funct ions of an Under-Secretary General of the UN. The 
UNECE is the organisat ion of the United Nations covering the European Union, 
North America, Russia, Central and Eastern Europe, the Balkans, a few  countries in 



 
 
the Mediterranean including Turkey and Israel, the countries of the former Soviet 
Union and former Yugoslavia. UNECE w ithin the UN system focuses on policy 
dialogue and inst itut ional reform issues, part icularly those related to structural 
change, economic cooperat ion and the transit ion to the market economy. He joined 
the United Nations in 1999 as Director of the Statistical Division of the UNECE. He 
w as then appointed Deputy Executive Secretary in August 2001.  
 
From September 2003 to August 2005, Mr. Garonna w orked in the private sector 
as the Chief Economist of Confindustria, the main employers’  organisat ion in Italy. 
He w as also the Director of the Research Centre of Confindustria. In that capacity 
he advised the business leaders of the industrial organisat ion and took part in the 
policy discussions w ith the Government, the Parliament, the trade unions and other 
nat ional and international policy players. He also coordinated the production of 
policy reports on economic and social policy issues, including the economic 
forecasts and micro-simulat ions based on the Confindustria econometric model. He 
w as also nominated at the EU level Vice-President of the ECOFIN Committee of 
UNICE, the EU employers’  organisat ion based in Brussels. He is currently Vice-Chair 
of the Finance Committee of the BIAC, the employers’  organizat ion at the OECD.    
 
From 1992 to 1999, Mr. Garonna w as Director General of the National Statistical 
Institute of Italy (ISTAT). Istat has 2500 employees and belongs to the public 
research sector in Italy. It  coordinates the Italian stat ist ical system, w ith regional, 
municipal and sectorial branches in various Ministries. It  w orks closely w ith the 
Central Bank and the Treasury in producing public f inance stat ist ics and indicators. 
Mr. Garonna played a leading role in the preparat ions and negotiat ions on the 
Maastricht convergence criteria at the European level, leading to the European 
Monetary Union. He also established close links betw een public stat ist ics and 
research inst itutes. In the 1990’s, he acted f irst as Vice-Chairman, and then in 
1998 he w as elected Chairman of the United Nations Conference of European 
Statisticians.  
 
Mr. Garonna w orked at the OECD in Paris from 1989 to 1992, as Deputy Director 
for Education Employment Labour and Social Affairs. He coordinated the ‘‘OECD 
Employment Outlook’’  and supervised the various OECD Committees and w orking 
groups in the f ield of employment, social policies and related economic analysis and 
stat ist ics. 
 
He had his f irst degree at the University of Rome (Law  degree), w rit ing a 
dissertat ion on public f inance (supervisor Prof. C. Cosciani). He then undertook 
graduate studies in economics at the University of Denver (USA), as Fulbright 
scholar, and at the University of Cambridge (UK) under the guidance of Richard 
Goodw in, Robert Nield and Nobel Laureate Richard Stone.  
 
Mr. Garonna w as an economic advisor to the Italian Government (Prime Minister’s 
Off ice, Labour Minister, Finance Minister and Treasury), and internationally (e.g. in 
France for the 11th Plan, the Economic and Social Committee and the European 
Commission). He chaired Government commissions and acted as high-level 
consultant for international organisations (ILO, CEDEFOP, etc.) in Europe and world-



 
 

 
 
w ide. He w as in the Scientific Committee of Confindustria, advised Banks and the 
social partners in Italy and at the European level. He served in the 1990’s in the 
Advisory Board of the Human Development Report of UNDP. He serves currently in 
the Advisory Board of the United Nations Disaster Risk Reduction organizat ion. He 
w as visit ing professor in several Universit ies in Europe (e.g. the University of Paris, 
Aix-en-Provence, etc.). He part icipated in the 1970’s at the preparatory w orks for 
the reform of regional policies in the EU spending several months in Brussels for 
that purpose (1977). He is member of the Programme Committee of CETIF, a 
research Centre on economics and f inance at the Catholic University of Milan. He is 
member of the Advisory Panel of the Crisis Response Journal. He is also member of 
the Board of Directors of the Fondazione R. Caetani that manages the bio-park and 
act ivit ies at Ninfa (near Rome). 
 
Author of many books and articles on economic policy, public and labour 
economics, the economics of science information and technological change,  
applied stat ist ics, insurance and banking, Mr Garonna is member, or Fellow , of 
several Economic and Stat ist ical Associat ions in Europe, and at the international 
level (see list  of publicat ions). In 1986 he got the ‘‘Tarantelli prize’’  for the best 
publicat ion in labour economics in Italy. 
 
He founded and chaired the European Centre for Stat ist ical Co-operat ion and 
Development, the Italian Associat ion of Labour Economists and the ‘‘Rivista di 
Stat ist ica Uff iciale’’ , a Journal of Off icial Stat ist ics in Italy. He has been in the 
Scientif ic Board of the ‘‘Rivista di Polit ica Economica’’ , ‘‘Economia Polit ica’’  and 
other economic Journals. He has been in the Board of the Aspen Inst itute Italia, of 
w hich he has been a member since the 1980’s.  
 


