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Participants:
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David Salgado INE, Spain
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Milena Suarez-Castillo INSEE, France
Elise Coudin INSEE, France
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On April, 28 Work Package I on Mobile Network Data held a Webex meeting with
two main points in the agenda plus an additional point of information, namely

1. Internal organizational issues as a consequence of the impact of the COVID-19
crisis on our work plan.

2. Exchange of views regarding the work of WPI partners with respect to the crisis.

3. Point of information about initiatives by the UN.

Eurostat members (F. Ricciato and A. Wirthmann) only attended the second part of
the meeting regarding the exchange of views.

Internal organization issues

As a consequence of the virus outbreak and the corresponding crisis impinging
on the daily work at NSIs, some reorganization of the work plan is needed, which is
discussed and agreed upon emailed proposals prior to this meeting. Basically, three
issues are debated:

• New release calendar for the deliverables.

• Budget reallocation.

• Critical deliverables.
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New release calendar

The following calendar is proposed:

Deliverable Original Date New date Partners involved
I.1 Sep 30, 2020 See below
I.2 Finished
I.3 Apr 15, 2020 May 31, 2020 ES, RO, FR
I.4 Apr 15, 2020 Aug 31, 2020 ES, RO
I.5 May 31, 2020 May 31, 2020 IT, DE
I.6 Jun 30, 2020 Jul 31, 2020 IT
I.7 Sep 30, 2020 See below
I.8 Jun 30, 2020 Sep 15, 2020 NE (ES)

A revision of each new proposed release date is conducted and an agreement is
reached.

To the extent feasible, drafted material will be uploaded in the private wiki and
released in the public wiki as soon as possible.

For the glossary of terms (deliverable I.5) a consultation to the work package on
dissemination is agreed to investigate the possibilities to publish an online version for
seamless queries. An additional addendum with terms referring to the methodology
proposed by the WPI will be progressively added as the corresponding deliverable on
methodology (I.3) is finished.

The Review Board, the general coordination of the ESSnet and Eurostat will be
informed as soon as possible.

Budget reallocation

The reorganization of the work plan and the tasks behind each deliverable entail a
redistribution of the working hours originally assigned to each partner. These are the
proposed reallocated working days for each partner:
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Partner Original Assignment Tasks Reassignment
ES 150 I.2, I.3, I.4 + Coordination 150 (+20)
RO 145 I.2, I.3, I.4 145 (+20)
FR 70 I.3 70
NL 75 I.8 75
IT 165 I.5, I.6 165
DE 37 I.5 17
EE 20 - 0
UK - - -
IE - - -

All partners agreed on this proposal.

Critical deliverables

Deliverables I.1 and I.7 are critical, since they require in one way or another the
contact and contribution from MNOs. The current crisis situation where MNOs are
providing and processing data to several public authorities stands as potential obstacle
to succeed in the composition of these deliverables.

Regarding deliverable I.1, the goal is to prepare a list of critical issues regarding
data access and collaboration with NSIs in general so that an “interview”or a “con-
versation”can be held with MNOs to collect their view on the actual obstacles they
find in reaching an agreement with NSIs. This information can come from previous
contacts and experiences with MNOs. The ultimate goal is to clearly identify where they
detect the impediments for their collaboration in one way or another so that the ESS
can act accordingly. A full agreement is reached in dealing with this information so that
maximum respect is met in privacy.

A tour-de-table is carried out to be aware of the situation in each country. We shall
need to adapt to the ongoing conditions, but we see a possibility to feasibly collect this
information. Accordingly, we agree to request an extension of the deadline until the last
two months of 2020 for this deliverable.

Regarding deliverable I.7, the goal is to test the methodological proposals made by
WPI on real data. In agreement with the views already expressed in the physical meeting
in Rome, we see currently impossible to test every single methodological module in
a real production chain. Two options are considered: (i) to try testing some of the
modules (but then we lose the quality view of the final statistical output), and (ii) to
produce some already ongoing preliminary use cases and compare them in the light of
the Reference Methodological Framework under construction. We agree on waiting for
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a first draft version of the deliverable on methodology to assess the feasibility of the
different modules in production conditions. Use cases in demography, tourism statistics,
and labour market statistics are mentioned.

Exchange of views on the crisis

NSIs across Europe have reacted to the COVID-19 crisis in different ways, mainly
producing as much valuable information as possible for decision-taking in this difficult
situation. One of the data sources to analyse human mobility has been mobile network
data, with different initiatives in different countries.

After a tour-de-table to share the different initiatives by partners’ NSIs, the main
conclusions are:

• NSIs are not playing a leading role in the statistical processing of mobile network
data. Different mostly unknown methodologies (geolocation, deduplication, ag-
gregation, inference) across countries and even across different MNOs in the same
countries are indeed in place. NSIs have little or null influence and control on the
methods used to preprocess and aggregate data.

• In most countries, collaboration is for free during the crisis, but when this situation
ends, the contribution is not expected to last. We still need to assess the issue about
the economic cost.

• The national Data Protection Authorities play an important role to use this data
source. In some cases, they clearly show a strong risk aversion seeking for null
risk of individual reidentification, which according to current standards of SDC
can be fairly guaranteed within usual bounds. Recent findings of reidentification
from aggregate data are appearing in the literature that need further research. This
strongly suggests that SDC methods in the context of mobile network data must
be reinforced.

• Ongoing experiences in the contributions by multiple MNOs are providing good
insights into modes of collaboration. Partnerships and not provider-client relation-
ships will foreseeably provide better quality to the official statistical production
process.

• A legal enabler is recognised as an important element to pave the way for these
collaborations.
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Point of information

At UN level, in the Global Working Group on Big Data - Task Team on Mobile
Phone Data, NSIs recognise the potentialities of Mobile Network data to analyse human
mobility in order to responde to the COVID-19 emergency. However, the only reported
experiences currently in place that use MPD to these purposes are restricted in few low
income countries, where the statistical operations are managed by international agencies
in cooperation with non-profit foundations. Implemented methodologies and codes are
available via Github.


