
Minutes of the 18th WpF virtual meeting – 23 October 2020 

 

Participants to the Meeting : 

• IT-ISTAT: Monica Scannapieco, Donato Summa 

• EE-Statistics Estonia: Frederik Bogdanovits, Tauno Tamm 

• FR-INSEE: Frederic Gallois 

• PT-INE: Sónia Quaresma 

• DK-Statistics Denmark: Peter Stoltze 

• NL-CBS: Remco Paulussen 

• DE-DESTATIS: Bernhard Fischer 
 

The following Agenda was scheduled for the meeting : 

1) Last open issues on the deliverables 
2) BDES WPF presentation 
3) Any other business  

 

For each Agenda item the following major points were discussed and related decisions were taken : 

1) Last open issues on the deliverables 
 

Monica recapped the work done about F2 deliverable and asked Peter about his proofreading task. 
 
Peter said that by next Monday he will provide his comments with the intention to submit the final 
version of the deliverable by next Friday. 
 
After a brief discussion the participants agreed with the following timetable: 
Monday 26:   Peter will send his comments to all participants 
Wednasday 28:  deadline for sending comments to Peter 
Thursday 29:   Peter will send the new version of the document to Monica 
Friday 30:   submission to review board 
 
Monica said that the modifications discussed during the last WPF virtual meeting have been applied 
to F1 deliverable but a proofreading is still required, at the moment the most important point to 
address is the coherence between F1 and F2 deliverables. The remaining minor syntactic revisions 
could be made just before resubmitting the document to the review board. 
 
In particular Peter, Remco and Monica will review the F1 deliverable, the resubmission is scheduled 
a week after the F2 deliverable (if no comments from the review board about F2 deliverable will 
also have an impact on F1 deliverable). 

  
 

2) BDES WPF presentation 
 

Monica reminded participants that the WPF slot is scheduled for 23/11/2020 from 14:00 to 16:00 
CET; she also added that the presentation should last no more than 1 hour and 20 minutes, the 
remaining part of the timeslot will be reserved for Q&A. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/essnetbigdata/index.php/User:Nquareso


After a brief discussion participants agreed to provide several presentations by different people 
according to the following schema proposed by Monica and rearranged by comments and proposals 
by participants: 
 
14:00  BREAL Introduction and Overview (Monica) 
14:10 Business Layer (Sonia) 
14:25 Application Layer (Bernard) 
14:40 Information Layer (Tauno) 
14:50 Operating Models (Remco) 
15:00 Solution models: examples (Peter) 
15:15 Q&A? 
 
Remco pointed out that during the presentations and during the Q&A someone has to monitor 
written questions from the listeners due to the fact that their microphones will be muted, then 
Monica will assign each question to the most appropriate WPF member. 
 
Sonia agreed with other participants that it is better to collect all the questions coming from the 
audience and provide answers just at the end of all presentations, in this way it will be also possible 
to connect similar or related questions and there will be no risk to forget to answer questions (they 
will be all written). 
 
Monica underlined some aspects to pay attention to: 

• Because of the audience (not all of the participants are from NSIs) and the time constraints 
it will be important to present the obtained results and not necessarily how they were 
reached 

• The main message to convey is that BREAL is mainly intended for Official Statistics users but, 
due to the attention to quality usually greater than other fields, the solution (or at least a 
subset) could also be used in other contexts by other kind of organizations 

• BREAL is based on years of work of other standards consolidated and accepted over the time 
in Official Statistics 
 

Monica fixed 16/11/2020 as internal deadline to produce presentations in order to have enough time 
for possible refinements. 
 
Remco suggested participants to avoid animations in the slides and said that it will possible to submit 
polls to the audience (eg. Will you plan to use BREAL?). 
 
Bernhard asked about the opportunity to test the streaming platform in advance. 
 
Remco said that the conference will be based on Zoom (Zoom webinar from CBS) and it is surely 
possible to test it in every moment. 
 
Monica said that in order to test the streaming platform a virtual call will be organized on Zoom when 
the BDES presentations will be ready, Remco will be responsible of sharing a connection link to the 
participants. 
 
 

3) Any other business 
 

Monica reported that the 3 abstracts related to BREAL have been submitted to NTTS 2021, due to 
the amount of material coming from this ESSnet it could be possible to arrange an ESSnet session in 
the next NTTS conference. 
 



She also said that WPF members could collaborate with Eurostat in order to modify the architecture 
of the Web Intelligence Hub; this possibility is also enforced by the fact that Eurostat promoted the 
Big Data ESSnet and asked to produce BREAL so it would be a pity avoid to take advantage of this 
experience. 

 

 
To Do activities : 

• Donato has to provide the minutes of the meeting 

• Participants has to prepare BDES presentations 


