
Agenda and Minutes 
WebEx meeting WPE 

 

Monday, July 27th, 2020 

10:30 – 12:00 CET by Zoom 

 

 

Participants 

Christina Pierrakou  √ Eleni Bisioti √ 

Tessa de Wit  √ Mark van der Spoel √ 

Michał Bis  Anna Bilska √ 

Wai King Meijer-Cheung  Sjoerd Schenau   
Remco Paulussen (minutes) √ Andrea Ascheri √ 

 

 

Agenda 

1. Opening and welcome (5 min) 

2. Testing our products at other NSI’s (40 min) 

2.1 Port visits solution 

 Eleni tested the PostgreSQL database and the port visit solution on the Data platform. 

Everything is up and running and working well. 

 Two days of AIS data is loaded into the port visit tables on the PostgreSQL database. Also, a 

complete month of ships has been loaded. 

 With this data, the F2 table for Piraes in Greece and some Polish and Dutch ports, was created. 

Eleni would like to receive rectangle areas (polygons) of specific ports and terminals. Anna will 

provide a rough rectangle for two Polish ports (#54) and Tessa will provide this for some 

terminals in The Netherlands (#55). Eleni will run and provide results to Anna and Tessa for 

review. 

 Christina will create a report with the results so far, to be included in the final delivery (#56). 

2.3 Fishing Fleet solution 

 Michał ran the fishing fleet solution for Greek and Dutch ports. Coverage and quality of EMSA 

data for the Dutch ports was not good, so Dirkzwager data was used instead. Not clear yet 

what exactly was not good enough. This will be investigated further. (#57) 

 Michał uses the European fishing fleet register. The names of Greek ships are in the Greek 

alphabet. When downloading this list of Greek ships, the ship names become corrupted, 

because of encoding issues. As a result, it is not possible to find the MMSI of these ships, which 

is not part of the register. And therefore, it is not possible to filter the AIS data based on these 

MMSI’s. When Michał is back from vacation, this will be investigated further. (#58) 

 It was also noticed that in this European fishing fleet register, the Greek ports are provided by 

numbers instead of names. 



 Already an interesting result is that Dutch fishing ships leaves ports, but get back to another 

port. 

 Michał has sent all information on testing the fishing fleet solution via mail, but these mails 

were blocked. Anna will ask to resend it via Github or so. (#59) 

3. Planning to create and deliver our final deliverable E4 (20 min) 

 With the programme and the review board, the following schedule has been agreed. 

o By the end of August, we deliver an intermediate version of E4 to you. 

o By the end of September, you send us your review comments. 

o By October 16th, we deliver the final version of E4 to you. We provide you with the 

details of which chapters and paragraphs are new. 

o By mid-November (or sooner, if possible), you send us your review comments. 

o The week after, we finalise the E4 deliverable. 

 Wai King already provided her input on the emissions product for the final delivery  

 Christina will provide the input on port visits by the end of this week (see 2.2) 

 Tessa will provide the input on inland waterways and the Greenplum platform 

 Michał is requested to provide input by August 26th by the latest on fishing fleet. (#60) 

 Remco and Tessa will take care of the general chapters and overall editing 

4. Processing AIS data on a high-performance computing platform 

 Mark presents the experiences of processing AIS data on Greenplum, which is a High-

Performance Computing (HPC) platform. Greenplum can distribute computations over 

multiple PostgreSQL databases with an (almost) linear scale. 

 Statistics Netherlands tested this platform as part of implementing the inland waterways 

solution of WPE into the production environment. 

 The platform was used to decode and process the AIS messages. As an example, the lead time 

for processing 2 billion AIS messages went down from many hours to just 15 minutes. 

 Even though the test was officially not part of the ESSnet WPE, it is so interesting as an option 

for processing big data sources that we decided to include a paragraph with the results in our 

final delivery E4. 

5. Status of action items 

 Because of time constraints, the action list was not discussed during the meeting, but updated 

afterwards. 

# Action Who Deadline Remarks 

54 Provide a rough rectangle for 
two Polish ports  

Anna  July 31st   

55 Provide a rough rectangle for 
some terminals in The 
Netherlands 

Tessa July 31st  

56 Create report with the results 
so far for final delivery 

Christina July 31st  

57 Investigate issues with 
coverage and quality issues of 
EMSA data for the Dutch ports  

Michał September  

58 Investigate how to match 
Greek fishing ships to retrieve 
MMSI’s. 

Michał September  



# Action Who Deadline Remarks 

59 Anna will ask Michał to resend 
documents 

Anna July 31st Done. After the meeting, 
Michał sent a mail 

60 Provide input for final delivery 
on fishing fleet. 

Michał August 26th  

 

6. AOB and closing 

 No other topics to be discussed 

 


