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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 

Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) v Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9) v 

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review board)  

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Piet Daas (Review board) √ 

Maiki Ilves (PL WP 3) √ Anders Holmberg (Review board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat) √ 

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Antonino Virgillito (Sandbox)   

Boro Nikic (PL WP 6) v   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

    

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the meeting of the Co-ordination Group of the 
ESSnet Big Data (CG). The finalisation of the SGA-2 proposal is the most 
important item on the agenda. Other agenda items will only be discussed if 
there is time left. 

 
2. Finalisation of the SGA-2 proposal 

General 

All participants have received draft versions of Annex II, Annex III, the Gantt 
chart and a separate overview of the budget calculations, which is an extract 
from Annex III per work package. 

Concerning Annex II, some changes had been made in some dates, meetings, 
the Gantt chart and deliverables in WP 9.  

Annex III is based on the information received for so far including unit costs. A 
few assumptions and choices had to be made. This had to do with the fact that 
90% is eligible for payment, and that personnel costs include 30% indirect 
costs. Further detailed information had not been received yet to divide the 
number of days over different pay grades per country.  
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There was a request for daily allowances and hotel costs to be changed for one 
of the countries but the choice had been made earlier not to apply different 
allowances. At SGA-1 it had been decided that these costs would be estimated 
for each country in an equal way. 

Feedback per work package on Annex II and Annex III: 

WP 1: 

The timing of the second meeting had not been discussed with the 
participants. Is there any flexibility? It was suggested to follow the Gantt chart 
for the report milestone of the second meeting. 

The detailed information for Annex III will be sent after the meeting. 

WP 2: 

The text for Annex II is agreed upon, including the meetings. In the Gantt chart 
milestone 2.6 is missing. 

The costs for the proposal was prepared but then the budget was increased 
and later on also adjustments were made. The budget proposal was shared 
with the partners and  Monica is still waiting for commitment. 

WP 3: 

Main concern within WP 3 is the request in the call to “Produce provisional 
estimates for NSIs who are newcomers in SGA-2“. Portugal and Italy do not 
have currently access to smart meters data and it is unclear whether they get 
access to test data or not.  

Furthermore, legal and related issues will be covered in the report of SGA-1. 

Albrecht suggests to explain in one or two lines in the SGA-2 proposal why 
elements are not exactly as asked in the technical specifications, and to 
mention that legal and related issues will be covered in SGA-1.  

WP 4: 

Some text changes will be sent to Peter as it seems that there might be some 
overlap in deliverables between SGA-1 and SGA-2. 

The minutes of the first WP 4 meeting will be more or less an evaluation of 
SGA-1. 

It is no problem if newcomers don’t have data because data can be shared and 
is available in the Sandbox. 

Albrecht suggests to mention in the SGA-2 proposal in one or two lines the 
relationship between deliverables in SGA-1 and SGA-2 and to make a remark 
about the first deliverable in SGA-2 (evaluation minutes). 

WP 5: 

The issue of a new WP leader for WP 5 has been solved. Spain will stay in the 
lead and all participants are very glad that David will remain the WP leader.  

Peter and David said that the attitude of all participants at the Luxembourg 
meeting (MNO’s, NSI’s, Eurostat and others) was very constructive.  

Small changes concerning Annex III will be sent after the meeting. 
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WP 6: 

For Annex II some slight corrections are sent to Peter. 

In general all participants in this WP agree on the text and the deliverables for 
SGA-2. Two newcomers have data available to work on in the next SGA. 

Furthermore, there is a possibility to involve a Finnish institute as partner in 
WP 6. The main idea is to get support by them for testing different models 
(country by country).   

The involvement should be treated as subcontracting and because of the 
budget consequences Finland and Slovenia are prepared to reduce their 
amount of working days.  

Peter asked if there is a necessity to involve the Finnish institute. In other 
words, is WP 6 able to produce the deliverables if there is no subcontracting? 

Boro replied that it isn’t necessary for the deliverables but it would help a lot.  

A consideration is also that taking this request into account at this stage would 
be administratively challenging.  

Decision: 

The  project manager (Peter) decides that the Finnish institute will not be 
involved in SGA-2. 

If there is a new FPA in 2018, a possible involvement of the Finnish institute 
might be looked at again. 

WP 7: 

Anna confirms that the ambitions are high but the outcome will be reasonable 
to expect (Poland has experience working with satellite data). 

A few remarks concerning the relation between WP 5 and WP 7 will be added 
to the proposal. 

The deadlines of the deliverables and milestones are not correct, 7.7 must be 
month 15, 7.8 must be month 7 and 7.9 must be month 16. 

Peter proposes that 7.7 can also be the last month (17). If WP 7 wants to 
deliver earlier that is possible as well. 

WP 8: 

Apart from small adjustments in dates, there are no issues or questions. 

WP 9: 

Just like in SGA-1, the final meeting for SGA-2 will be held in Sofia as well. This 
will consist of one day for co-ordination and two days for dissemination.  

Remaining issues 

It is necessary to have all the detailed information and feedback on Tuesday at 
the latest so that Annex II and Annex III can be finalised Friday the 7th of 
October.  

The process for SGA-2 is as follows: 
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- specific material for Annex II must be sent today; 

- detailed information for Annex III must be sent Tuesday at the latest; 

- signature from director CBS in time; 

- finalising and double check on Friday by Peter and Martin; 

- submit on Friday by email; 

- inform all country partners. 

 

3. Future meetings of SGA-1 

Co-ordination meeting of WP leaders in Brussels, 17-18 November 2016 

The meeting in Brussels is only for the WP leaders, Martin (project secretary) 
and Albrecht (Eurostat). Piet has a double role, as WP leader and member of 
the review board. 

The start will be on Thursday and the meeting ends early on Friday. The agenda 
and exact times will be prepared together with Marc. 

 Dissemination meeting in Sofia, February 2017 

The dissemination meeting in Sofia is two days and will be combined with a co-
ordination meeting. The three days will either be 21-22-23rd or 22-23-24th of 
February.  All agree with 22 till 24th of February for the combined meetings.  

The meetings will be further discussed in Brussels. The intended participation is 
an important issue. 

 

4. Work packages 1 – 7 of SGA-1: State of the art 

No time left. 

 
5. Any remaining issues and closing 

No time left. 

 

 

 

Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20161005.01 Project manager The Finnish institute will not be involved in SGA-2 

20160907.01 All The budget allocation and updated process for SGA-2 is agreed on 

20160615.01 All The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 
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Nr Who What 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will 
take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 31)  

Nr Who What When Status 

24 Marc A template for the items in the deliverable reports Asap running 

 

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

31 Peter Ask country coordinators for 2016 unit costs 

(all received) 

Asap done 

32 David 

/Peter 

Solve issue of leadership WP 5 

(David (Spain) stays WP leader) 

Asap done 

33 All wpl New SGA-2 draft proposal for the WP 

(all received) 

16 September 

(WP 8 later, asap) 

done 

34 Peter 

/Martin 

Draft Annex II and Annex III 

 

23 September done 

35 Peter 

/Martin 

Proposal for SGA-2 ready for submission to Eurostat 

(submitted 7th of October) 

30 September  

to 7 October 

done 

 

 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2016-11-02 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

New dates for 2017 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-17 

2016-11-18 

time to be 

decided 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Brussels (Belgium) 

2016-12-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 

 


