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Minutes 
ESSnet Big Data 

Participants: 

Peter Struijs (Chairman) √ Anna Nowicka (PL WP 7) √ 

Martin van Sebille (Secretary) √ Marc Debusschere (PL WP 9)  

Nigel Swier (PL WP 1) √ Lilli Japec (Chair of Review board) √ 

Monica Scannapieco (PL WP 2) √ Piet Daas (Review board)  

Maiki Ilves (PL WP 3) √ Anders Holmberg (Review board)   

Anke Consten (PL WP 4) √ Albrecht Wirthmann (Eurostat)  

David Salgado (PL WP 5) √ Antonino Virgillito (Sandbox)   

Boro Nikic (PL WP 6) √   

 

Replacements/Guests: 

    

 

 

1. Opening and agenda 

Peter welcomes everybody to the meeting of the Co-ordination Group of the 
ESSnet Big Data (CG). 

Since the agenda of the workshop in Ljubljana has many items related to the 
ESSnet and its WPs, Peter asks the WP leaders to ensure, if possible, that there 
will be participation of one or more members of their WP.  

 
2. Feedback from meetings 

The ESSnet meeting in Tallinn: 

The minutes have been sent out to the participants of the meeting for 
comments by mail (deadline 15 July). 

The ESS TF on Big Data in Helsinki 

The TF was informed about the results of the Tallinn meeting by ESSnet 
members who had participated in that meeting. The conclusions reached in 
Tallinn on the contents of SGA-2 and the distribution of the budget by WP were 
supported by the TF. Germany (not present in Tallinn) expressed interest in 
participating in WP 5 and WP 8. 
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3. Resources used so far 

A brief explanation is given by Martin on the overview of the resources used so 
far. Not every participant has sent information yet. 

Overall the hours spent are more or less in line with the budget, others costs 
are lower than budgeted. 

 
4. Current state of deliverables, including review process 

Please note that each milestone and deliverable must have the front page as 
agreed on in Tallinn. 

WP 0: 

Milestone 0.3, the minutes form Tallinn, is due by the end of July. The draft has 
already been sent out for comments. 

WP 1: 

Milestone 1.4, on the 1st internal meeting, was due by the end of April. It is on 
the wiki. (The front page will be updated. ) 

Deliverable 1.1, on job portals, is due by the end of July. A draft is already 
available, which has been sent to the review board. 

WP 2: 

Milestone 2.3, on the 1st internal meeting, was due by the end of April. It is on 
the wiki. (The front page will be updated. ) 

No other products are due for the time being, but at the end of August an 
intermediate version of deliverable 2.1, with specific text per country member, 
will be put on the wiki. 

WP 3: 

Milestone 3.3, on the 1st internal meeting, was due by the end of April. It is on 
the wiki. (The front page will be updated. ) 

Deliverable 3.1, on data access and data handling, is due by the end of July. A 
draft is already available, which has been sent to the review board. 

WP 4: 

Milestone 4.4, on the 1st internal meeting, was due by the end of April. It is not 
on the wiki yet, as Anke was waiting for comments from Albrecht. She will put 
the document on the wiki as soon as possible (with updated front page). 

Deliverable 4.1, on creating the AIS database, is due by the end of July. A draft 
is already available, which has been sent to the review board. 

WP 5: 

Milestone 5.3, the meeting with Telecom-providers, has been postponed till 
September, in agreement with Eurostat. 

Deliverable 5.1, a report on the current status, is linked to milestone 5.3, which 
provides input to it. Therefore deliverable 5.1 is also postponed. The 
questionnaire has been sent out already. The information to be received will 
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be input for the meeting in Luxembourg. Deliverable 5.1 may require more 
than one version because of the confidentiality of the information on which it 
will be based. 

Lilli mentions that WP 5 is not on the review board schedule and asks for 
information and dates for the review for planning purposes. 

WP 6: 

Milestone 6.4, on the 1st internal meeting, was due by the end of April. It is not 
on the wiki yet, this will be done as soon as possible. 

Milestone 6.5, the interim feasibility report, is based on the joint meeting with 
WP 7 at the end of June. The report, which is due by the end of July, will be 
sent to the review board by 15 July. 

WP 7: 

Milestone 7.4, on the internal Webex meeting on 24th of May at 11:00, was 
due by the end of May (M4). It is on the wiki (the front page will be updated). 

The Warsaw meeting of WP 6 and WP 7 is not a milestone for WP 7, but a 
report on the meeting was prepared and has already been reviewed. In the 
coming days it will be put on the wiki. 

WP 9: 

There are no milestones or deliverable due before December 2016.  

Maiki asks if there are special requirements for submitting milestones and 
deliverables to Eurostat. The answer is that it is enough to put the milestones 
and deliverables on the wiki. Albrecht has access to the wiki and is also 
informed through the CG meetings. However, at some stage the information 
must be available on the Cross-Portal as well. This is on the action list for WP 9 
(dissemination). 

 
5. Utilisation of the Sandbox 

Unfortunately Toni was not able to participate in the meeting but he sent Peter 
a mail with the latest situation with regard to the WPs. He mentioned that 
there has been contact with WP 2, 3, 4 and 5 about some issues or questions. 

Please stay in contact with Toni if you have any issues. 

There is not a lot of information on the Sandbox wiki yet for the ESSnet but he 
and his colleague are working on it. 

 
6. Preparation of SGA-2 

The request for SGA-2 from Eurostat has not been received yet. As agreed, the 
first drafts of the plans for the WPs of SGA-2 are to be sent to Peter by 15 July, 
including the new WP 8 (methodology). In fact, he has received drafts for most 
WPs already.  

Nigel WP 1: 

The draft plan for SGA-2 has been sent to WP members for comments by 
Thursday at the latest, so Peter will receive the draft plan on Friday.   
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Nigel is a little bit concerned about the number of additional countries which 
want to be involved in SGA-2, since SGA-1 is continuously developing.  

At a certain point he has to manage and co-ordinate the information between 
SGA-1 and the (new) members in SGA-2. He is thinking about a workshop in 
October 2017 for sharing information. The contribution of the new countries 
could then be aimed at (and limited to) that workshop. The workshop could 
also be used to establish a network for the longer term. 

Peter mentions that at the dissemination workshop in February 2017 every 
country in the FPA can attend and every participant will be informed about 
each WP and SGA-1 as a whole. A workshop in October would be well timed. 

An idea is to contact the new countries and ask them what their expectations 
and thoughts are and for what number of days they want to be involved. 

Monica WP 2: 

The draft plan for SGA-2 has been sent to WP members for comments. At an 
earlier stage the members agreed on the content. Monica will finalize the plan 
by Friday 15th, with a focus on the content, not on estimating the budget. 

Maiki WP  3: 

For WP 3 there is also a draft ready. Maiki still has to estimate the working 
days.  

Boro WP 6: 

The situation is similar: Just a proposal for the working days is still needed. 

Anna WP 7: 

Anna has written a first draft already, based on the results of the meeting in 
Warsaw.  

Peter expresses concern about the possible number of active participants in 
WP 7. The contributions by the Netherlands will be small, Austria has 
withdrawn their interest, the UK’s contribution will be significantly reduced 
and Ireland’s contribution is not yet clear. 

Anna explains that the Warsaw meeting was fruitful. For SGA-2 there will be a 
use case for each domain (in all cases combining at least one big data source 
with administrative sources):  on population with Poland and UK, on 
agriculture with Poland and Ireland and on tourism/border crossing with 
Poland and the Netherlands. So eventually there will be 4 countries 
participating in SGA-2. 

For now the focus of WP 7 is on the content of the plan for SGA-2. Due to the 
holiday period and the limited availability of management, the working days 
will be only estimated and specified in the next draft. 

Boro suggests to ask to the country contacts if they want to participate in WP 7 
and if that is the case, in which use case and for what number of days.  

Process SGA-2: 

The process will be based on the following: 

- 15 July: draft plans SGA-2 from WP leaders; 
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- July: request for proposal from Eurostat for SGA-2; 
- Depending on the date set in the request for proposal, 23-30 September 

submission of the SGA-2 proposal by Peter (CBS has been mandated for 
this at the start of the FPA). 

Peter is going on holiday from 21 July till 23 August and Martin is on holiday 
from 25 August till 20 September. Taking into account these holidays the 
process steps from 15 July onwards are: 

- 20 July draft SGA-2 plans for comment to WP leaders (=Action 26: All WP 
leaders);  

- 25 August Annex III, first draft of the estimated budget for SGA-2 (=Action 
27: Martin); 

- 26 August second draft SGA-2 after taking into account the comments 
(=Action 28: Peter/Martin); 

- Second round for comments on SGA-2 (Annex II) and also for the estimated 
budget (Annex III) (=Action 29: All WP leaders). 

- Finalize the draft and submit 23-30 September  Annex II and Annex III 
(=Action 30: Peter/Martin). 

- Eurostat (Albrecht) will be informed during the process. 

Any issues or questions will be solved by email or by WebEx meeting with the 
WP leader if necessary.  

One of the issues is the meetings. As there is already a meeting in November in 
Brussels and the dissemination meeting in Sofia, the suggestion is that only one 
face-to-face co-ordination meeting should be organised in SGA-2.  

In addition, there will be meetings at the level of the WPs: 

- One big dissemination workshop at the end of SGA-2 (already discussed 
with Marc); 

- WP 1: maybe two meetings; 
- WP 2: two meetings because there is a lot of implementation in SGA-2 to 

be done and it is better to share information and develop together; 
- WP 3: one meeting will probably be enough; 
- WP 4: one meeting will probably be enough; 
- WP 5: probably two internal meetings are needed; 
- WP 6: one meeting, maybe combined with WP 7; 
- WP 7: one internal  meeting (separately) will be considered, but if two 

meetings are held, maybe one will be combined with WP6. WP7 is one of 
the WPs that will have the longest duration under SGA-2. 

The meetings must be taken into account in the draft versions. As was the case 
for SGA-1, reports on the physical meetings are also milestones in SGA-2. 

 
7. Any remaining issues and closing 

Boro reminds the participants to register for the workshop in Ljubljana. Please 
get into contact with him for specific contributions (see also website). 
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Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20160615.01 WPL The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is responsible 
for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he will take part 
in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

Actions (new actions starting from 26)  

Nr Who What When Status 

19 Toni Send list of tools which can be used with the Sandbox and information of 

the possibility to upload data to all WP leaders 

Asap running 

24 Marc A template for the items in the deliverable reports Asap  

25 All wpl Draft proposal by the work package leaders, taking into account average 

budget of 60K euro for working days (overhead incl.) 

15 July  

26 All wpl Comment on first draft SGA-2 19 August  

27 Martin First draft estimated budget SGA-2 (Annex III) 25 August  

28 Peter 

/Martin 

Second draft SGA-2  26 August  

29 All wpl Comment on second draft SGA-2 (including Annex III estimated budget) 16 September  

30 Peter 

/Martin 

Finalize SGA-2 and Estimated budget for submission 23 September   

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

21 Peter Send request for updated information on resources used to country 

contacts 

Asap done 

22 All Tallinn 

participants 

Inform Maiki about attending the dinner on the first evening (13th of 

June)  

Asap done 

23 WP leaders Send your (draft) presentation for the Tallinn meeting to Peter  6th June done 

 

Meetings Co-ordination Group ESSnet Big Data 

Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2016-09-07 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-10-05 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-02 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

2016-11-17 

2016-11-18 

time to be 

decided 

 Face-to-face meeting 

Brussels (Belgium) 
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Date Time (CET) Issues How/Where 

2016-12-14 10:30 – 

12:00 hr* 

 WebEx meeting 

*connecting from 10:15 onwards for all WebEx meetings 

 


