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Tallinn meeting ESSnet BD from 2016-06-13, 1:00 p.m. till 2016-06-15, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Participants (photo on last page): 

Alexandru, Ciprian (RO, wp 5) √ Nurmi, Ossi (FI)  

Barcaroli, Giulio (IT, wp 2,5) √ Pierrakou, Christina (EL, wp 1,4) √ 

Consten, Anke (wpl 4) (NL, wp 0,4) √ Quaresma, Sonia (PT, FPA participant) √ 

Debusschere, Marc (wpl 9) (BE, wp 0,5,9) √ Salgado, David (wpl 5) (ES, wp 0,5) √ 

Dupont, Françoise (FR, wp 5) √ Sebille van, Martin (secretary) (NL, wp 0,9) √ 

Dygaszewicz, Janusz (PL, wp 0,2,4,6,7) √ Six, Magdalena (AT, wp 3) √ 

Ilves, Maiki (wpl 3) (EE, wp 0,3) √ Stateva, Galia (BG, wp 2,9) √ 

Kirt, Toomas (EE, wp 3) √ Stolze, Peter (DK, wp 3,4) √ 

Metcalfe, Liz (UK, wp 1,7) √ Struijs, Peter (chairman) (wpl 0) (NL, wp 0,9) √ 

Nikic, Boro (wpl 6) (SI, wp 0,1,6) √ Swier, Nigel (wpl 1) (UK, wp 0,1,2,7) √ 

Nowicka, Anna (wpl 7) (PL, wp 0,2,4,6,7) √ Wirthmann, Albrecht (Eurostat) √ 

 

 

Day 1: 2016-06-13 
 

1. Opening and agenda 

 

Peter welcomes everybody and thanks Maiki for hosting the meeting. He also thanks the WP leaders 
for having sent their presentations in advance. Due to unforeseen circumstances, Ossi Nurmi cannot 
attend. All participants introduce themselves. The leader of WP 2, Monica Scannapieco, cannot 
attend; Giulio represents WP 2.  

The topic cross-cutting issues on Day 2 is important for SGA-2. If there are any issues, they should be 
solved at this meeting.  

It is necessary for all participants to keep all the receipts for traveling, hotel and other costs because 
if there is an audit, not only the co-ordinator has to produce additional material but this can be asked 
from participants as well. 

 

2. Setting the scene: planning and realisation, resources used, issues so far 

 

Peter gives an overview of the first months so far (see also presentation on the wiki of the ESSnet): 

- The signing of SGA-1 took more time than foreseen but the contract allows for writing from 

February 1st . The first payment (40%) has not been received yet1.  

- Until now four WebEx meetings of the  Co-ordination Group (CG) have been held. 

Administrative matters, co-ordination issues and progress of each WP are discussed in these 

meetings. The CG meetings are attended by the WP leaders, a representative of Eurostat  

(Albrecht), the review board and a contact person from the Sandbox (Antonino Virgillito - 

Toni).   

- Several physical and virtual internal WP meetings have been held. 

- The review board (3 members) has started. The review of the deliverables has been planned. 

                                                           
1
 On the second day of the meeting the financial department of CBS informed Martin that the first payment 

had just been received. 
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- Some WPs are using or want to use the Sandbox. (The Irish Centre for High-end Computing is 

hosting this so-called Sandbox for Big data. The Sandbox contains data and tools for 

international experiments.) Toni is able to support the WPs. 

- The MediaWiki for the ESSnet (hereafter: the wiki) has been set up with help from Eurostat 
and the European Commission. WebEx is available for CG and internal meetings. 

- Information has been exchanged with the Joint Research Center (JRC) for WP 3, WP 4 and 
WP 5.  

- Last but not least: Much work has been done in WP 1 to WP 7. This is discussed in detail at 
this meeting. 

 

Martin has prepared an overview of resources spent so far in SGA-1, based on information received 
from the partners. Due to administrative and IT obstacles not all of the resources spent could be 
included in the overview.  Nevertheless it is clear that the realization of the budget is more or less in 
line with expectations for the whole project. There are some individual differences between WPs or 
countries. 

For this meeting each WP leader prepared a presentation. The presentations will be uploaded on the 
wiki together with these minutes. The presentations give more detail than the minutes.  

 

3. Communication and dissemination: wiki, WebEx, etc. 

 

MediaWiki 

Communication and dissemination is the main task for WP 9, which is led by Marc. In his 

presentation, he provides an overview of the wiki: 

- How it looks like. 
- Architecture and standards. 
- How to work in it. 
- Access control. 
- Future development. 

 
Some of the WPs are already using  the wiki.  After the presentation Marc gave a brief, live 
demonstration of the wiki.  

Although the structure isn’t complete and work still has to be done concerning standardisation and 
templates, Marc encourages everyone  to make use of the wiki. Draft documents can be worked on 
together on the wiki, thereby avoiding unnecessary exchange of documents by e-mail. However, if a 
WP leader wants to exchange documents by e-mail, for instance on request of review board 
members, this remains a possibility. 

Marc recommends to be careful with confidential information at this moment, because 
confidentiality cannot yet be assured.  

In the next months Marc will be working on tutorials, frequently asked questions (FAQ), and access 
control, and look further into the structure of the wiki. 

Question: Why MediaWiki instead of Cross-portal? 

MediaWiki is more efficient, easy to use and collaboration is better (e.g. working together on draft 
versions, discussion pages). Cross-portal has more limitations.  

Nevertheless the deliverables of SGA-1 will be put on the Cross-portal. This will be done by uploading 
the reports or by using hyperlinks. 
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In principle the WP leader is responsible for the content of the WP on the wiki. He or she has a 
mediator role. 

Question: How much are the costs so far? 

Until now the wiki is hosted by Eurostat and this will remain so for the time being. There are no 
direct costs at this moment. In the budget 10K euro was foreseen.  

 

Use of WebEX 

WebEx is available for the CG and WP internal meetings and it is used already. The issues that 
occurred are minor. Peter and Martin are dependent on a colleague for this, but they expect to have 
their own licences within a few weeks. If a WebEx meeting is planned, Martin and Peter should be 
informed in time.    

 

Standardisation of reports 

A template of the front page for the deliverables and milestones is presented. The name to be  
mentioned at  “Prepared by” does not have to be the name of the WP leader. 

Decision: 

The template is agreed on and will be used by all.  

In addition, a template for the deliverables will be made. (Action 242: Marc) 

 

4. WP 1: Webscraping / Job vacancies 

 

Nigel presents the slides concerning WP 1. Overview of the broad approach: 

- Understand the landscape of web-based job vacancy data in each country.  
- Focus first on job portals (investigate webscraping of enterprise websites depending on WP2 

progress).  
- Try to replicate existing outputs, then investigate opportunities to produce new types of 

output.  
- Develop specific approaches that are appropriate to the circumstances in each country. 
- Develop common approaches where possible. 

 
The priorities for the next weeks are: 

- Complete the inventory and evaluation of job portals.  
- Evaluate existing data sources (including comparisons with survey data).  
- Further develop methods for obtaining and processing additional data (webscraping, APIs) . 
- Prepare for a “virtual sprint” (28-29 July) . 

 
For SGA-2,  WP 1 needs also the results of WP 2: webscraping the content of websites of enterprises 
and extract the information concerning job vacancies and advertisements. 

WP 1 will contact Toni for information about access to the Sandbox. 

Question: What is the state of the art concerning legal issues? Isn’t there a risk for doing double work 
between WP 1 and WP 2? 

Each country must find out what their issues are because the legal basis in each country is different 
(for example concerning data ownership), and for the contents of WP 1 and WP 2 the issues may also 

                                                           
2
 Actions are numbered as in CG meetings, in order to have only one action list for the co-ordination of the 

ESSnet. 
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be different. Nevertheless, WP 1 and WP 2 must interpret the same laws in the same way, so they 
have to co-ordinate their work concerning legal issues. 

Albrecht proposes that WP 1 also looks to other investigations concerning webscraping (e.g. prizing) 
and work on legal issues already done by others. The report should summarize the issues and 
questions. These can be sorted  out later. 
 

5. WP 2: Webscraping / Enterprise Characteristics 

 

Guilio presents the slides concerning WP 2. Overview of the main objectives: 

- To demonstrate whether business registers can be improved by predicting values of some 
key variables starting from scraped data. 

- To investigate the possibility to produce statistical outputs using predicted data. 
 
Question: Can URLs be used freely and are there legal issues?  

At the moment WP 2 takes the view that when it is not explicitly forbidden, it will be assumed that it 
is allowed. There is also the issue how can they be collected (e.g. from the internet, by sending a 
letter, from the statistical business registers).  

Boro would be interested in also testing Slovenian data. This can be done in the Sandbox. 

Question: Albrecht wonders, when using keywords,  what the effect is of using different search 
engines. Are the results different? 

The answer is not really. Comparing the results of Italy (using BING) and the Netherlands  (using 
Google),  the differences appear to be minor. There is no real dependency on search engines.  

Albrecht says that it is important to mention in the report what the best approach is to get the 
information for each country. When legal access is an issue, recommendations for dealing with them 
can be given (e.g. sending a letter, or proposing legal changes). 

Peter underlines the need for co-ordination between WP 1and WP 2, in order to avoid duplication of 
efforts, and the need to make use of what is already being done outside the ESSnet concerning these 
topics. 
 

 

Day 2: 2016-06-14 
 

1. Wrap-up; programme of the second day 

 

Peter gives a wrap-up of the first day and an overview of the agenda for the second day. 

 

2. WP 3: Smart Meters 

 

Maiki presents the slides concerning WP 3. Outline of the presentation: 

- Overview of the deployment of smart meters in Europe.  
- Data access in partner countries.  
- Description of the data.  
- Input data quality.  
- First visualisations.  
- Objectives of the synthetic data . 
- Next steps. 
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WP 3 is using the Sandbox but there is an issue. You can’t see the data that’s uploaded to the 
Sandbox. The issue is being worked on by Toni. 

Question:  Concerning the output of the investigation on smart meters, what types of variables are 
there and is more background available from other questionnaires? 

There is an activity breakdown for business consumers. For the household consumers also 
information from surveys is combined for analysis (e.g. how much energy is consumed and what kind 
of energy). For identifying consumers, information about location is essential. 

Looking forward to SGA-2, it is agreed that the outcome of the WP will not only cover issues such as 
data access and available sources of electricity, but also a first exploration of meters for other kinds 
of energy than electricity, such as natural gas. 

Question: A discussion point for WP 3 in the presentation is: Output quality framework – are we 
aiming for a common approach/list of indicators in all pilot studies?  

There is no standard for the pilot studies of SGA-1, but WP 8 (of SGA-2) has to collect quality and 
other information from all WPs and combine and consolidate this information for future guidance. 
Some work has already been done on this topic (e.g. AAPOR, UNECE) and there is a report by 
Fernando Reis of Eurostat. 

 

3. WP 4: AIS Data 

 
Anke presents the slides concerning WP 4. Outline of the presentation: 

- Introduction. 
- Tasks and deliverables of WP 4. 
- Results obtained so far. 
- Future planning and SGA-2. 
- Issues. 
- Discussion/Questions.  

 
The objective of WP 4 is to investigate whether real-time measurement data of ship positions 
(measured by the so-called AIS-system) can be used:  

1) to improve the quality and internal comparability of existing statistics and  
2) for new statistical products relevant for the ESS. 

The Automatic Identification System (AIS) is an automatic tracking system used on ships for 
identifying and locating vessels by electronically exchanging data with other nearby ships, AIS base 
stations, and satellites.  AIS data is highly standardised. The AIS contributes to safety of navigation 
and traffic management. 

Question: Is it possible to share the data with other countries or are security issues involved? 

As far as Anke knows, the data can be shared. To be sure she will look at it. She will also contact Toni 
in order to make use of the Sandbox.  

The presentation mentions that it seems that free AIS data at European level is hard to obtain for 
future uses, but that AIS data from EMSA would be free. Albrecht remarks  that within Eurostat there 
is a big network of contacts on different topics. One should not hesitate to ask him for information. 
In fact, contact at an earlier point would have saved time. In the case of WP 4 he will give the name 
of the contact person at EMSA to Anke. 
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4. WP 5: Mobile Phone Data 

 
David presents the slides concerning WP 5. Overview of the lines of work: 

- Questionnaire regarding the current state of affairs in each ESS member country regarding 
the access to mobile phone data. 

- Negotiations with MNOs per country to grant access to mobile phone data for SGA-2. 
- Organisation of a workshop in Luxembourg with participation of NSIs, Eurostat, and MNOs. 
- Literature compilation. 

 

The questionnaire will be sent in June to each NSI and MNO’s will get an invitation for the workshop 
in Luxembourg in September. 

According to WP 5 these are the main issues: 
- Diverse situations per country and MNO. 
- Legal vacuum around data access legality (who owns the data?). 
- Data Protection and Telecommunication Acts involved (legal changes?). 
- Research vs. production: current access does not guarantee access in standard production 

conditions (project does not guarantee access in the long run). 
- Data extraction costs: who will take them on? (Partnership in the long-term may be best 

solution.) 
- What if MNOs do not want to reach a partnership agreement? 

 

Reactions from different countries concerning MNOs: 

Denmark:  Just started talking with MNO. Collaboration will depend on the question where the data 
can be used for and on the recognition of corporate social responsibility. 

Belgium: In general MNOs only want to co-operate for their own benefit on a commercial basis. They 
cannot be forced, as high investments may be needed. A business model should be offered that 
benefits both MNO and NSI, a win-win situation. An NSI can offer better image and statistical 
expertise for example.  

France: At the moment within France negotiations are at different stages. Some questions for the NSI 
are how to present the NSI’s goal and what to offer at each stage. 

Italy: Negotiations are on-going. There is no mention of costs, but one MNO has no interest to work 
with ISTAT. 

Slovenia: Negotiations have just started again. Boro notes that there is a Eurostat tender concerning 
population mobility. 

Romania: Just started to negotiate. 

Austria: Privacy is an important issue concerning the metadata. The metadata is important, as it 
describes the data: don’t focus only on the amount of data. 

Netherlands: Aggregate data from one MNO has been used for research purposes. It helps to also 
have data on the client population. Collaboration with an MNO may depend on whether there is 
collaboration with other MNOs as well. 

Albrecht mentions that countries should work together in making contact with MNOs. First we have 
to know if we’re ready. Do we know what we want from the MNOs or are we just at the exploration 
stage? Do we know what we require after the exploration stage? The ESSnet project has to clarify 
this first. 

It is for SGA-2 very important to know if there is any access to data not only for one or more pilots 
but for the long run as well. State of the art in different countries: 
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Belgium: Has access to two days of data from one MNO. This may be expanded. 

Italy: Expects to get data access within a month. 

France: Has already data for six months of 2007. 

Finland: Will know if there is access to data in September. 

Romania: Depends on the MNO negotiations at this moment. 

Netherlands: No access at this moment and no access in time for SGA-2. 

Spain: Spain in coordination with Eurostat has stopped the access to data because it is required to 
pay for data extraction, data preprocessing, and infrastructures within the MNO for working in-situ 
with the data. This decision may set a far-reaching precedent within the ESS and needs more careful 
assessment. At this stage of the project, the decision has been put off waiting for the results of the 
workshop. 

 

5. WP 6: Early Estimates 

 
Boro presents the slides concerning WP 6: 

The aim of this pilot is to investigate multiple big data, administrative and other existing sources in 
order to produce early estimates for statistical purposes.  

The project aims for WP 6 at implementing the phases ‘data access’ and ‘data handling’ during the 
first 12 months of the project. The phases ‘methodology and techniques’ and ‘statistical outputs’ are 
carried out in the second SGA-period. The exception to this rule is the quick-win on turnover 
estimates. 

The WP has two pilots, nowcasting turnover indices and Consumer Confidence Indices (CCI). The 
outcome can be of help to approach or deal with methodology which can be used for other pilots in 
this project. 

A proposal for SGA-2 is to monitor newsfeeds throughout the world (contact with IJS, Newsfeed) and 
collect events on a daily basis. 

Question: Are there relations with other EU research projects on these topics? 

The answer is that there is no relationship, but Eurostat pays a company to give monthly information 
on whether Eurostat is in the news (the so-called European Media Measurement). As mentioned 
earlier, it is important to get in contact with Eurostat at an early stage to know if there are already 
contacts, research reports or other valuable information that can be used. Some NSIs already 
monitor the extent to which their information is used.  

Different sources of social media can be used for nowcasting and measuring sentiment like 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. However, even with public messages there may be an issue concerning 
their use. 

One of the main issues for WP 6 is the quality of the outputs. This has to be solved or clarified as 
input for SGA-2 and for WP 8. This is also the case for WP 7. A combined meeting with WP 7 will take 
place later in June. 

 

6. WP 7: Multi Domains 

 
Anna presents the slides concerning WP 7: 
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Aim of WP 7 is to find out how a combination of big data sources, administrative data and statistical 
data may enrich statistical output in the domains population, tourism/border crossing and 
agriculture. 

First milestone “Progress and technical report of internal WP-meeting” has been prepared. 

For inventory purposes mapping between sources and domains could be developed as a section 
within the ESSNet wiki. During whole projects we could obtain the information on big data use cases 
in several countries. 

WP 7 works closely together with WP 6 on combining issues, with which they have a joint part of 
meeting at the end of June in Warsaw, as mentioned above.  

The brainstorm has been carried out to create the widest possible range of big data sources (a 
cafeteria of possible sources of data that public statistics could use for new developments or 
supplement existing ones, so that in the later stages these sources can be verified from different 
points of view and gradually part of them will be eliminated as the least useful). 

Anna presents information on questionnaire preparation. The questionnaire was sent to countries 
outside the FPA (but EU countries), because WP 7 makes recommendations beyond the period of its 
duration (according to BDAR – after 2018 there will be a second wave of pilots). The aim of this task 
was to recognize the obstacles in the using of big data sources and to know the plans for big data of 
different countries. 

At this moment the information from brainstorming sessions and received questionnaires have been  
analysed. The results are input for the meeting and these are very important for next WP 7 milestone 
“List of availability big data sources in the domain(s)”.  

The results of the  meeting in Warsaw (the list of potential sources for each domain) are WP 7 input 
for SGA-2.  

Question: What is the connection between WP 6 and WP 7? 

Both WP 6 and WP 7 are investigating potential big data sources. They analyse the possibilities for 
combining sources, resulting in possible use cases for using big data. In the end there will be a list of 
use cases.  

Albrecht mentions the Admin Data project. Administrative data and big data may have similar 
characteristics. He encourages getting into contact with Eurostat in order to obtain more information 
and co-ordinate activities. 

 
7. Cross-cutting issues: Sandbox and IT, access issues, processing and methodology, 

communication, etc. 

 

There are issues to be dealt with within each WP. However, as has become clear during this meeting, 
there are only few cross-cutting issues right now. These are the following. 

Legal aspects: 

- common basis for recommendations WP 1 and WP 2. 
- taking into account work (being) done by others.  

Sandbox and IT: 

- WPs contact Toni where necessary. 
- share information with others. 
- keep in touch with your own IT department. 

Methodology and Processing: 

- beware of the quality resulting from the methods used. 
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- results of the WPs are input for WP 8. 
Communication and Dissemination: 

- way of using the wiki:  
o work directly on documents on the wiki (preferably) or upload draft/final versions. 
o exchanges with the review board to be arranged bilaterally. 

- use of common template for deliverables. 
 

In addition, it is agreed that in general more attention should be paid to the possible uses of the data 
(output perspective) and that the focus should not only be on the short term: the medium and longer 
term have also to be given proper attention.   

 

 

Day 3: 2016-06-15 
 

1. Wrap-up; programme of the third day 

 

Peter gives a wrap-up  of the second day and an overview of the agenda for the third day. 

 

2. Preparations for SGA -2: contents, WP 8 

 

The call for SGA-2 is expected at the end of June. For this SGA the amount of euros is less than in 
SGA-1 but if we want to make progress in big data, NSIs also have to invest resources themselves. 

The deadline for the submission of the formal proposal of SGA-2  is expected to be between 23 and 
30 September. Because of summer holidays the WP leaders are asked to send a draft text of their WP 
not later than 15 July. This is agreed. (Action 25: All WP leaders) 

Peter presents what has already been agreed on for SGA-2, based on what is described for SGA-2 in 
the FPA and what has already been foreseen according to the text of SGA-1. The experiences gained 
so far and the discussions during this co-ordination meeting provide further input to SGA-2. The 
results are included in these minutes.  

For each WP, Peter asks whether current participants, including WP leaders, are willing to continue 
their work in SGA-2, and whether other partners are possibly interested. These expressions of 
interest are not binding at this stage, but a general idea of interest is needed in order for the WP 
leaders to be able to prepare the draft texts for SGA-2. 

 

WP 1 Webscraping / Job vacancies 

Nigel is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. Four 
other countries express their possible interest in participating: BE, DK, FR, and PT.  

This implies that there will be up to 10 countries in the WP. The question is whether this is desirable, 
given the costs of meetings, co-ordination, and information sharing. The number of participants in 
the WPs of the current SGA does not exceed six. However, there are countries that are primarily 
interested in participating as observer, or are prepared to participate without payment from the 
ESSnet budget.  

It is agreed that for the time being no limit will be imposed, as there may be ways to make this 
workable. For instance information sharing is not costly if proper use is made of the wiki. Moreover, 
sharing knowledge is one of the objectives of the ESSnet, and the high interest is a sign of relevance 
and success. It should be kept in mind that knowledge on paper is not the same as learning by doing.  
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For SGA-2, the contents of WP 1 was summarised in SGA-1 already as Task 4, future perspectives: 

- Feasibility of webscraping job vacancies from enterprises websites using WP 2 approach (if 
available). 

- Depending on feasibility, methodology for estimates of 5-6 Member States. Compare with 
current estimates. 

- Explore new statistical products and applications. 
- Possibilities to improve international comparability. 
- Final technical report. 

 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2. Natural 
text processing will not be part of this WP. 

 

WP 2 Webscraping / Enterprise characteristics 

According to Guilio, Monica is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 
intend to participate. No other country expresses interest in participating . 

For SGA-2, the contents of WP 2 was summarised in SGA-1 already as Task 4, finalization of methods 
and techniques: 

- Get information on some enterprise characteristics for “training” (from sample of websites, 
surveys, …). 

- Apply text and data mining techniques aimed at enterprise characteristics; choose best 
predictor. 

- Apply best predictor and compare with Business Register; possibly integrate. 
- Production of estimates of population parameters on the basis of predicted values for 

different domains of interest. 
 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2. The 
use cases as defined in the presentation of WP 2 will also be used when drafting the text for SGA-2. 
In SGA-2 the quality of estimates will be evaluated in accordance with WP 8. The exploration of links 
to the Euro Group Register will also be considered. 

 

WP 3 Smart Meters 

Maiki is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. 
Portugal expresses a possible interest in participating. 

For SGA-2, the contents of WP 3 was summarised in SGA-1 already as Task 4, future perspectives: 

- Potential new statistical products (including comparability aspects). 
- Feasibility of the use of low level aggregated data (including quality and cost aspects). 
- Recommendations regarding data access, IT-infrastructure, methodology, data processing, 

and output quality. 
 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2, 
although the reference to the use of “low” levels of aggregated data should be changed into 
“different” levels. There will be an extension of scope. In SGA-1 the focus is on electricity meters, but 
in SGA-2 explorative actions will also be carried out for other types of smart meters such as for gas or 
oil. 
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WP 4 AIS Data 

Anke is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. The 
UK expresses a possible interest in participating. Maybe INSEE is also interested. It is agreed that 
INSEE will take care of the contacts with SOES and DARES on their possible involvement in SGA-2.  

For SGA-2, the contents of WP 4 was summarised in SGA-1 already in Tasks 3 and 4: 

Task 3, methodology and techniques: estimate emissions:  

- Aim of this task is to combine journeys with a model to calculate emissions and estimate the 
impact of carrying out these calculations at the European level on the quality of emissions 
calculations. 

Task 4, future perspectives: 

- Qualitative cost-benefit analysis of using AIS data for official statistics, including: 
o Sustainability of the data source. 
o Possibilities to improve international comparability. 
o Possibilities of data sharing (micro/aggregated level). 
o Quality improvement of current statistics. 
o Sketch of possible statistical process and needed infrastructure. 

 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2. Specific 
attention will be paid to new statistical outputs (investigating what new statistical outputs can be 
made by using AIS data). 

This WP differs from the other WPs in the sense that its source is a fully standardised European 
database. Such a situation is new for the ESS. It is agreed that WP 4 will look at possible 
consequences and possibilities for fulfilling the national and European needs. 

 

WP 5 Mobile Phone Data 

David is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. 
Three other countries express their possible interest in participating: BE, NL and UK.  

When SGA-1 was drafted, it was not clear to what extent data could be accessed when SGA-2 would 
start. Therefore SGA-1 stated: “On the basis of the experiences gained, the tasks for SGA-2 will be 
defined.” SGA-1 also mentioned the following tasks: 

Task 2, data handling: 

- Investigation of IT tools. 
- Needed level of aggregation. 

Task 3, statistical outputs: 

- Example in the domain of dynamic populations for MNO to carry out a pilot. 
- If possible, use cases including longitudinal analyses. 

 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2. The 
session for WP 5 earlier at this meeting showed that there is enough basis for a continuation of this 
WP in SGA-2, also considering data access.  

In SGA-2 this WP will be more concrete and more specific about e.g. population, method of defining 
residence, migration, and quality of both inputs and outputs. An attempt will be made to specify 
input requirements for specific uses. Attention will be paid to the co-ordination of different sources 
and different domains (population, tourism, transport), taking into account what is being done in WP 
7. However, there is a risk of trying to do too much at the same time. Therefore one domain, the 
population domain, is chosen as the first to start with.  
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WP 6 Early Estimates 

Boro is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. 
Other countries that possibly have an interest in participating are the UK and Portugal. 

For SGA-2, the contents of WP 6 was summarised in SGA-1 already in Task 4, future perspectives: 

- Methodology of collecting the data for CCI and nowcasts of turnover indices. 
- Calculation of CCI and nowcasts of turnover indices (based on big data). 
- Quality assessment of calculated CCI and nowcasts of turnover indices. 
- Pilots combining two or more sources for the aim of early estimates. 

 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2. It is 
important that WP 6 specifies what pilots it intends to carry out during SGA-2. One idea put forward 
is the monitoring of publications of statistical news, but during the discussion it becomes clear that 
there is not enough support for this idea. 

The question what pilots to be carried out will be discussed during the meeting of WP 6 and WP 7 in 
Warsaw later in June. The pilots are expected to comprise experimental work on real data. The 
results of the Warsaw meeting will be used for drafting SGA-2.  

 

WP 7 Multi Domains 

Anna is prepared to remain WP leader and the same countries as in SGA -1 intend to participate. 
Austria also expresses a possible interest in participating. 

For SGA-2, the contents of WP 7 was summarised in SGA-1 already in Tasks 3 and 4: 

Task 3, data combination: 

- Work on data collection, preparation and analysis. 
- Description of practical, technical and methodological aspects when combining big data 

outputs in the statistical system. 
- Quality issues when combining big data with traditional outputs. 
- Use micro-data or aggregates when combining big data with traditional outputs. 
- Advantages /disadvantages of combining data. 
- List of criteria for combining data. 

Task 4, summary plus future perspectives: 

- Suggest pilots and domains with successful implementation potential for second wave of 
pilots in 2018. 

- Recommendations on: legal aspects; availability and sustainability; methodology; quality; 
technical requirements. 

 

In addition, WP 7 has already thought of the timing of products: 

- Milestones task 3: Combining data analysis; by M19. 
- Milestones task 4: List of potential pilots and domains with successful implementation 

potential for further elaboration in the second wave of pilots in 2018; by M23. 
- M24 Deliverable – The general report for each/several domains including: 

o The data access (with legal and privacy aspects). 
o The data quality issues. 
o The methodology (focus also on combining data). 
o The technical aspects. 
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The participants agree to use all this material as the starting point for the description of the WP in 
SGA-2.  

It is important that WP 7 specifies what pilots it intends to carry out during SGA-2. This will be 
discussed during the joint meeting of WP 6 and WP 7 in Warsaw later in June. The pilots are expected 
to comprise experimental work on real data. The results of the Warsaw meeting will be used for 
drafting SGA-2.  

 

WP 8 Methodology 

This WP was not part of SGA-1. It is described in the FPA, which mentions CBS as WP leader and AT, 
BG, IT and SI as participants. For CBS, Piet Daas has confirmed to Peter that he is available as WP 
leader. Apart from the countries mentioned in the FPA, Portugal also expresses a possible interest in 
participating. 

According to the FPA, the aim of WP 8 is to collect the general findings from WP 1 – 7. The FPA 
describes WP 8 as follows: 

- Focus on observations about data access, quality, methodology, IT-architecture and the 
output portfolio. Relate these to the horizontal topics in the FPA-call: 

o Analysis of output portfolio. 
o Methodological and quality framework. 
o IT infrastructures. 
o Non-legal and legal conditions for access and use of big data. 

- This includes: 
o Methodology of combining different sources 
o When to use aggregated data. 
o Sketch of future statistical process. 
o Relate to work done by other international bodies. 
o Produce a toolbox of methods (and: when use what). 
o When to use Sandbox. 

 

The participants agree to use this as the starting point for the description of the WP in SGA-2.  

In addition, Peter puts forward an idea of Piet Daas and himself to launch the WP by organising a 
meeting of experts who have actually been working with big data (one per partner country). 
Although the idea of launching the WP by organising a meeting is generally supported, a number of 
remarks are made:  

- Big data is very diverse, there is no single “data scientist” having complete knowledge, so 
countries may feel the need to send several experts.  

- Similarly, there are different levels of experts. 
- There is a perceived risk that IT will dominate such a meeting, whereas the business should 

be in the lead. 
- Apart from big data experts, other types of participants could also contribute, such as big 

data policy staff and quality experts. 
 

The meeting reaches the conclusion that it is a good idea to launch the WP by organising a meeting, 
but that only inviting data scientists would be too narrow. However, in order to limit the costs and 
have an effective meeting, the number of participants should still be limited. Care will be taken that 
the meeting has inputs from all WPs and relevant fields of knowledge. 
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3. Preparations for SGA-2: budget and process 

 

As originally foreseen, the budget available for SGA-2 will be € 700.000. Martin has made an 
estimation of the travel and other direct costs. Including meeting costs, such as now foreseen for WP 
8, these are expected to amount to approximately € 120.000. If the budget for the working days for 
WP 0 and WP 9 is based on what was allocated in the SGA-1 budget but reduced in proportion to the 
(lower) SGA-2 budget, a budget of approximately € 100.000 will be needed for these two WPs 
together. As a consequence, there will be € 480.000 available for the working days spent on WP 1 to 
WP 8 in SGA-2. 

Since WP 5, WP 6 and WP 7 will do processing and analyses based on real data, as is the case for WP 
1 to WP 4, the WPs are more similar in what they do than was the case in SGA-1. Peter proposes to 
distribute the € 480.000 evenly over WP 1 to WP 8. In that case, the budget for each of these WPs is 
estimated to be € 60.000. Once the meeting costs, etc., have been worked out in detail, this amount 
may turn out to be slightly higher or lower, but in any case the eight WPs would have equal budgets. 
The budget is for personnel costs and refers to what is eligible for funding (which is 90% of the costs) 
and would include overhead (30%), of course. 

A consequence of this proposal would be that no negotiations on the budget for personnel costs will 
be needed after the WP leaders have drafted their proposals. Given the fact that the joint SGA-2 
proposal has to be prepared in the summer months, under time pressure, this is an important 
advantage. And SGA-2 will anyway be a challenge, given the reduced budget in comparison to SGA-1, 
the increase in participants in some of the WPs and the addition of WP 8. As mentioned before, and 
supported in this meeting, big data requires investments by each NSI, whether or not every working 
day is paid for. 

The proposal is accepted by all participants of the meeting. When drafting the texts for the WPs (due 
on 15 July, as mentioned earlier), use can be made of Annex III of SGA-1, as this contains the 
different rates per country. The texts can be modelled on SGA-1. 

 

Decision: 

First steps towards SGA-2 (=Action 25): 

- The WP leaders draft a proposal for their WP by 15 July, based on an equal budget for WP 1 
to WP 8, and including a first estimation of working days. 

- CBS prepares, co-ordinates and submits SGA-2 to Eurostat for signing. CBS will keep Eurostat 
informed during the process. 

 

4. Administrative matters: reporting issues, need for budget reallocation, etc. 

 

There are not many administrative matters to be dealt with at the plenary level. The reports and 
deliverables due so far are on time, at least in draft, with the exception of the meeting with MNOs of 
WP 5, as has been agreed with Eurostat. WP leaders are asked to inform Peter of any delays in 
reaching deadlines as soon as they occur. 

The project so far has stayed within the overall budget, although there are cases where there is a 
difference between budget and realisation. Some costs are lower than estimated (WebEx, AIS data, 
Acquisitions), travel costs are somewhat different than estimated, and there are a few unforeseen 
costs. For WP 1, there have been lower “other direct costs”, and unforeseen costs for training. 
Where needed for administrative purposes, all changes so far have been co-ordinated with Eurostat.  

So far, there are no serious issues concerning the estimation of working days per WP, although some 
overspending and underspending does occur. Overspending is, in principle, at the cost of the NSI 
concerned. However, if persistent underspending occurs, a proposal for some reallocation of budget 
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might be considered. The co-ordinator will keep an eye on this. If an amendment is deemed 
necessary, this will be co-ordinated with Eurostat and the partners involved.  

 

5. The ESS Big Data Workshop 2016 (Ljubljana 13-14 October) 

 

Boro gives an overview of the draft programme of the ESS Big Data Workshop to be held in October: 

- Legal aspects, training courses, ethics. 
- Overview of the state of the art of NSIs and other organisations working with big data. 
- The ESSnet project. 
- On-going activities and discussion about future activities. 

WP leaders may be asked to provide information. 

 

Albrecht shows the website for registration and participation. Registration must be done as soon as 
possible. At this moment 30 people have registered and about 13 have been accepted so far by 
Eurostat. Eurostat decides who is accepted and who not. The limit is 80 persons and reimbursement 
has been foreseen for  1 person per country. There is a back-to-back meeting of the Task Force Big 
Data on 11 and 12 October, so travel costs for some (if there are more people from one country) can 
be reimbursed in this context. The website also contains practical information (hotels, travel). 

 

The topics of workshops will probably be: 

- smart meters. 
- textual data. 
- methodology and quality. 
- mobile phone data. 
- Automatic  Vessel Identification. 
- Skills and training. 

 

6. Any remaining issues and closing 

 

David asks the partners to give the contact person for MNOs as soon as possible. He needs this for 
the invitation for the September meeting in Luxembourg. After the meeting he will send an e-mail 
with this request. 

This project is one of the topics on the agenda of meeting of the Task Force Big Data in Helsinki. The 
results of the ESSnet meeting will be presented there. 

Peter thanks everybody for their constructive contributions. In particular he thanks the host for the 
excellent organisation of the meeting, the help provided and the hospitality shown. With this, the 
meeting is closed. 
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Decisions 

Nr Who What 

   

20160615.01 Wpl The CG agrees on the process for SGA-2 

20160613.01 All Participants agree with the template of the front page for the reports 

20160518.01 All The CG agrees with the agenda of the Tallinn meeting 

20160420.02 All The CG agrees that the first payment is 40% for each country of the eligible 90% funding by 
Eurostat 

20160420.01 All Use the Annex III for reporting cumulative days and costs spent. The country co-ordinator is 
responsible for submitting the requested information 

20160406.02 All Presented schedule CG meeting is accepted by all members 

20160406.01 All Technical support concerning Sandbox will be provided by Antonino Virgillito, ISTAT, and he 
will take part in the CG meetings 

20160321.02 All MediaWiki can be chosen as the communication tool of the ESSnet Big Data 

20160321.01 All Next CG meeting 6
th

 of April  

 

 

Actions (new actions starting from 24)  

Nr Who What When Status 

19 Toni Send list of tools which can be used with the Sandbox and 

information of the possibility to upload data to all WP leaders 

Asap running 

24 Marc A template for the items in the deliverable reports Asap  

25 All wpl Draft proposal by the work package leaders, taking into account 

average budget of 60K euro for working days (overhead incl.) 

15 July  

 

Actions completed at this meeting  

Nr Who What When Status 

21 Peter Send request for updated information on resources used to 

country contacts 

Asap done 

22 All Tallinn 

participants 

Inform Maiki about attending the dinner on the first evening (13th 

of June)  

Asap done 

23 WP leaders Send your (draft) presentation for the Tallinn meeting to Peter  6th June done 
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