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[bookmark: _Toc33423703]Introduction

This report contains information on the European City Statistics collected by ONS on behalf of the UK.  It indicates the extent of harmonisation with Eurostat definitions and provides information on data definitions where harmonisation is not feasible. The intention is to explore the national methodologies and data sources and their coherence with the Eurostat glossary (including variable and spatial unit definitions) and European Statistical System (ESS) guidelines.

The report starts with a brief background on the European City Statistics project in the United Kingdom, its geography and general consideration of the quality of the statistics provided. 

The report also highlights where estimates are used and breaks in time series for variables that have occurred in the reporting period.

It should be noted that unless otherwise stated, definitions are comparable between UK data and the Eurostat glossary.

[bookmark: _Toc33423704]Background

The aim of the European City Statistics project (formerly known as Urban Audit) is to provide comparable benchmark data about European urban areas. The data are used to inform policy-making, both at a local level (as city authorities can compare themselves with cities within their own country or across Europe) and at a national/European level (by enabling analysis of the characteristics of aggregated urban areas). This is particularly relevant for informing the ongoing development and implementation of European regional and urban policy. 

Geography
ONS undertook a full review of the cities and functional urban areas, based on Eurostat definitions and new data sources, during data collection for the previous project in 2016-2017. As such, there is a high degree of harmonisation between the UK and other European cities regarding the geography of European City Statistics. Changes to boundaries that impact on data comparability are highlighted in the Eurostat database. Affected data are marked with a “b” flag to note the break in the time series. All redrawn areas are allocated new codes to indicate that they have been changed.
Users should note that UK greater cities are distinct from similarly named UK core cities; the distinction is noted with separate codes. This is important to avoid double counting.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _Toc33423705]The Four Nations of the UK
The United Kingdom consists of four nations: England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The Welsh Government, Scottish Government and the Northern Ireland Executive have responsibility for several policy areas in their respective nations. The main policy areas which are devolved are health, education, social care, the environment, agriculture and transport. In Scotland there is also a separate legal and criminal justice system. Where this report refers to Great Britain (GB) this includes England, Wales and Scotland only.
As a result of the devolved system of government in the UK, statistical data covering many of the devolved policy areas are published separately by the statistical offices of the respective administrations. Where policies differ (for example in the area of health care), statistics are sometimes collected and published according to different definitions and may not be comparable throughout the UK. 
[bookmark: _Toc198455673][bookmark: _Toc33423706]Metadata Information and Quality aspects of Variables
[bookmark: _Toc33423707]Code of Practice for Official Statistics
Where possible, European City Statistics data for the UK have been sourced from datasets that have been designated as a National Statistic. This is a mark of quality which is underpinned by the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. Official statistics assessed as compliant with the code are designated as National Statistics. Bodies that produce National Statistics are required to ensure that the code continues to be observed. For other official statistics compliance with the code is not a formal requirement.
The code is consistent with the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and the European Statistics Code of Practice.
[bookmark: _Toc33423708]Deviating Definitions
Where possible all definitions and concepts used in the UK figures are consistent with Methodological Manual on City Statistics. However, there are reasons why some data deviate from the definitions given by Eurostat these can fall into some of the following categories:
· Data available for the given reference year but differing reference period within the year.
· General differences in the data collected, for example, not all age groups are included in the data collection or there is a different definition of a given unit such as ‘dwelling’.

The below gives more detailed information for each individual domain.
	Domain
	Observation

	Demography

 Population (DE1)
	The UK population estimates are as at 30th June. To produce the 1st January figure the UK provides the average of the mid-year estimates either side of this date.

For mid-year populations estimates methodology please see the Office for National Statistics website

From 2017 Demography data we have applied a “b” in the data submission for England and Wales to denote a break in the timeseries. This is because of slight changes in methodology. Data now incorporates improved methods for international emigration, previously unavailable data for international immigration and improvements to accounting of the dependents of foreign armed forces personnel. As Scotland and Northern Ireland produce their own demographic data that feeds into ONS data they have not been subject to the same changes in methodology.

	Demography

Nationality (DE2)
	Within Great Britain records of a resident’s nationality are not routinely collected or maintained outside of Census years (last undertaken in 2011).

A question on nationality is included in the Annual Population Survey (APS). Work has been undertaken to assess data suitability for the European City Statistics project. 

The data have a good degree of harmonisation; the UK terms ‘British’ and ‘Non-British’ indicate ‘Nationals’ and ‘Foreigners’, with EU/ Non-EU breakdowns (including for the current EU28). The Eurostat variable ‘native-born’ is equivalent to the UK country of birth category ‘United Kingdom’ with ‘foreign-born’ being ‘Non-United Kingdom’, again with EU/non-EU breakdowns (including for the current EU28).

Note:

We recommend that users always refer to the source APS metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs, particularly with regards to confidence intervals.

Link to : Annual Population Survey

	Social Aspects (SA1)

	Data for Number of Conventional Dwellings (SA1001V) in England relate to April and Northern Ireland relate to September of each year and are a snapshot at that point in time.

In England data for Empty Conventional Dwellings (SA1025V) are collected for two periods: up to 6 months and 6 months+. ONS provides the 6 months+ definition as a better indicator of truly empty homes, as the other variable includes a lot of very short-term crossover in lettings. Data for England are from October of each year and September each year in Scotland.

Up until April 2013 local authorities in England could give long term vacant dwellings a tax discount of between 0% and 50%. Since April 2013 Local authorities can now set that level of discount anywhere between 0% and 100% and can also charge a premium of up to 50% on those properties which have been empty for more than 2 years. Depending on the discount each local authority decided to give there may be under or over reporting of empty dwellings.

In Scotland dwelling estimates are drawn from administrative data sources relating to Council Tax. Small differences can arise in the definitions used for various categories of households/dwellings in the administrative systems used. It is also possible that not all information held on administrative systems is up-to-date. There can sometimes be variations in the ways that some local authorities classify vacant properties and second homes between different years. This can have a small effect on the percentages of dwellings which are vacant or second homes each year in a local authority area.

Household tenure data are published for Scotland, but not for Wales and Northern Ireland.

Great Britain house prices (SA1050V) are based on price paid data from the Land Registry, supplemented with the Council Tax Valuation list from the Valuation Office Agency. Historic published Conversion Rates are applied to convert to Euros.

For more information see the UK House Price Index on the Gov.UK website. 


	Health (SA2)
	Data coding for cause of death in the UK is carried out according to the WHO ICD-11  and internationally agreed rules. There is a large degree of comparability in mortality statistics between countries within the UK; all figures are based on the details collected when deaths are registered. ONS quality assure data for England and Wales enabling detailed mortality statistics to be published. Similarly, National Records of Scotland (NRS) and Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) quality assure data for their own countries and subsequently publish detailed mortality statistics based on deaths registered in the reference period. 

The definitions, classifications and methods used to produce published death statistics are broadly comparable across the 4 countries. More information can be found in the Quality information for Scotland.


	Crime (SA3)
	Recorded crime figures in England and Wales are for Community Safety Partnerships which equate usually to European City Statistics project cities; where boundaries do not align exactly the data are suppressed. 

Link to Crime and Justice Methodology


	Economic Aspects (EC1)
	Labour market data for Great Britain come from the Annual Population Survey (APS). The APS is the largest regular household survey in the United Kingdom. It includes data from the Labour Force Survey (LFS), plus further sample boosts in England, Wales and Scotland.

The published data for EC1001V, EC1002V and EC1003V are for people aged 16 and over and has been revised from 2017 to align to the Eurostat definition (indicated by a “r” flag).  

For the Persons Employed 55-64 age band, data is not published.

Note:
We recommend that users always refer to the source APS metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs, particularly with regards to confidence intervals.

Link to Annual Population Survey


	Economic Aspects (EC2)
	UK data for EC2021V (All companies) and EC2039V (Number of Local Units) relate to March each year.

	Waste Management (EN4)
	For the Municipal Waste (EN4008V) there is a slight definitional difference between Eurostat and that for England and Wales only (indicated by a “d” flag).  
For Scotland and Northern Ireland there is no definitional difference.

	Travel and Transport (TT)


	People killed in road accidents (TT1060V) the data is published for Northern Ireland via Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI).  Using the PSNI’s Collision Report Form (CRF) which is based on the Department for Transport STATS19 form. This ensures data are checked and validated to an agreed set of standards. This also allows the statistics to be compared at a UK level. Further checks are carried out with the Coroner’s Office.

In line with the Eurostat definition, people who are injured in a road accident and die 30 days or more after the accident are not included in this dataset. 

Link to PSNI Statistics


[bookmark: _Toc33423709]Description of Estimation Methods Used
The European City Statistics team have not carried out any data estimation, however, several of the data providers produce their data using various estimation methods. Please note where the method descriptions are too large for this report a link to the methodology document is provided as required.

UK suppliers also sometimes provide data with confidence intervals in order to give an indication of their reliability (e.g. APS). We recommend that users always refer to the source metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs.

Although, the Eurostat database does not show these, a link is provided in the metadata.

Equally, some data may be suppressed due to unreliability of the sample in certain cities.

	Variable
	Observation

	Private households (excluding institutional households) (DE3001V)
	Use was made of ONS Household projections for England. These are estimated and indicated with an “e”. 

Details of the underlining methodology can be found:
Household projections in England

	Population living in private households (excluding institutional households) (DE3017V)
	For DE3017V use was use was made of the Annual Population Survey estimates (indicated with an “e”). 

Note:
We recommend that users always refer to the source APS metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs.

Link to: Household Projections





	Number of Murders and Violent deaths
(SA3005V)
	Recorded crime figures in England and Wales are for Community Safety Partnerships which equate usually to European City Statistics project cities; where boundaries do not align exactly the data are suppressed. 

Link to Crime and Justice Methodology


	Persons (aged 25-64) with ISCED level 5, 6, 7 or 8 as the highest level of education (TN2031V).

	For TN2031V care should be taken using the figures as they are Annual Population Survey (APS) estimates. When combining with point estimates like the mid-year estimates distorted and unreliable figures may result.

Note:
We recommend that users always refer to the source APS metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs, particularly with regards to confidence intervals.

Link to Annual Population Survey



[bookmark: _Toc33423710]Break in Time Series

	Variable
	Observation

	Social Aspects

(Infant Mortality (SA2004V))
	Due to availability of data a revised data source was used in the case of Scotland for 2018.

2017 data uses deaths by usual area of residents, 2018 uses the Scottish vital events reference tables (indicated by a “b” flag).

For the remainder of the UK there is no break in time series.

	Labour Market

Persons Employed/Economically Active

EC1174V to EC1180V inclusive.
	For the Labour Market data for Great Britain use was of the Annual Population Survey (APS). Based on a revised methodology the variable EC1174V to EC1180V were revised from 2015 (indicated by a “r” flag).

We recommend that users always refer to the source APS metadata to assess whether the data are suitable for their needs, particularly with regards to confidence intervals.

Link to Annual Population Survey



	Culture and Tourism

(Number of Bed Spaces in tourist accommodation (CR2009V))
	A new source of data has been used. Previous data has been sourced from Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service (NINIS). Due to the late supply date, the data has sourced directly from Tourism Northern Ireland.

NINIS Metadata shows their source to be Tourism Northern Ireland, however, a data comparison shows that one component part:  self-catering bed spaces, appears to have been aggregated differently. Whilst this makes a very small differences to the overall figures and city level aggregation, a break in time series flag “b” has been used to show we have used the Tourism Northern Ireland aggregation figure as opposed to the NINIS aggregation figure.
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