Please complete the questionnaire for the following company number <VAT>

	
	
For questions or additional information please contact us:
· via e-mail: inno_rd@belspo.be
· by phone:  02/238 35 29 
(Anneleen Bruylant)


	






Research & Development 2022 Questionnaire
Reference period 2020-2021





	What is this about?
· The European Research & Development questionnaire asks about a company's internal R&D activities and whether it has purchased R&D from other companies or institutions (= outsourced R&D).

	
	Who is concerned?
· This questionnaire ought to be answered by all companies.
· Even if your company performs contract research exclusively for third parties, as important R&D activities and investments are also related to this kind of research.
· Even if your company did not perform any R&D, as recording a negative answer is just as important as recording a positive one.

· If you think this questionnaire is not relevant to your company, please contact us 
· inno_rd@belspo.be or
· 02/238 35 29 (Anneleen Bruylant).

	
	
	

	Why do I receive this?
· because the government uses these statistics to gear its economic policy more closely to real developments in the business world
· because all European Union member states are obliged to provide data to the European Commission on R&D activities in their countries' enterprises (Regulation EC 995/2012)
	
	



	How can I answer?

	online
	OR
	on paper

	· Preferred method!
· You can log in several times and further complete and/or correct previously saved answers.
· You can log onto our secure website using the unique username and password printed below.
https://www.meri.belspo.be/surveys/RD2022P/questionnaire_en.html

Username:  
Password:
	You can send the completed questionnaire free of charge using the envelope enclosed.
Belgian Science Policy Office
Anneleen Bruylant
WTC III
Boulevard Simon Bolivar 30 box 7
1000 Brussels



	Privacy

	· Answers given in this questionnaire are treated with strict confidentiality.
· The collected data will only be displayed in summary statistics, used for the compilation of indicators, and for BELSPO's research activities. In addition, statistical confidentiality applies, meaning no statistics are to be disseminated from which information on individual companies can be deduced. 

	Remarks or questions? Contact us:
- by e-mail: inno_rd@belspo.be
- by phone: 02/238 35 29 (Anneleen Bruylant)





	Part 1 - Administrative data

	

	Company details

	
	corrections

	Company name: 
	

	Company number: 
	

	Address:
                 
	

	Phone: 
	

	E-mail:
	

	Website:
	

	Main activity
- code:
- description:
	

	

	REMARK
· The main activity is the economic activity that represents the largest share of your company's turnover (or added value).
· for more details, visit 
https://statbel.fgov.be/fr/propos-de-statbel/methodologie/classifications/nace-bel-2008

	

	Contact details of the person completing the questionnaire


	By filling in your contact details you allow the Belgian Science Policy Office to save and use them. Using your contact details means we can contact you for additional information or to ask you fill in future R&D or innovation surveys.

	Ms/Mr (delete as appropriate)
	

	First name
	

	Last name
	

	Job title
	

	Phone
	

	E-mail
	

	

	The electronic version of this questionnaire is available on our secure website: 
https://www.meri.belspo.be/surveys/RD2022P/questionnaire_en.html

User name: 
Password: 




	Part 2 - Presence or absence of research & development activities (R&D)

	

	= internal R&D with external personnel



	
	What is R&D?
· R&D is used in a planned and creative way to create new knowledge or practical applications that meet the criteria below:
· new compared to the existing knowledge within the sector
· creative: not of a routine nature
· uncertainty: R&D starts when the solution to a problem is not evident and the outcome is unsure
· planned: time, funding, and personnel are budgeted
· R&D can occur in all sectors
· clinical trials (phase 1, 2 or 3) should be considered as R&D 
· sector 72 companies always perform R&D 

	
	
	

	!
	IMPORTANT
External personnel (consultants, freelancers, self-employed, academics) working on R&D under your company's direct management, have to be reported as internally conducted R&D (see question 2).

	

	1. Did your company, in the 2020-2021 period, purchase research and development (R&D) conducted by another company (from or outside the company group) or institution (i.e. outsourced R&D)?

	
	no      .  ► go to question 2.


	yes      .  

	

	1.1.  What share of your total outsourced R&D expenditure was conducted by each of the following companies or institutions in 2021?

	
	an estimate to the best of your abilities suffices

	a. conducted by companies or institutions in Belgium
i. companies within your company group	                      %
ii. companies outside your company group	                      %
iii. universities and colleges	                      %  
iv. private research centers	                      %   
v. public research centers	                      %  .                               
b. conducted by companies or institutions abroad
i. companies within your company group	                      %
ii. companies outside your company group	                      %
iii. universities and colleges	                      %  
iv. private research centers	                      %  .
v. public research centers	                      %   .
	
  100   %

	2. Did your company, in the 2020-2021 period, conduct research and development (R&D), using your own personnel or external personnel (consultants, freelancers, self-employed, academics) who worked on R&D under your company's direct management (= internal R&D)?

	
	tick all boxes that apply

	a. yes
i. to develop new or improved products or services 	   .  
ii. for your own use	   .    
iii. for use within the enterprise group	   .    
iv. R&D done at the request of a customer	   .  
v. contract research carried out for third parties	   .  
vi. your own personnel employed at clients' premises (e.g. as consultants) 	   .    
vii. clinical trials (phase 1, 2, or 3) 	   .  
 go to Part 5.


b. no      .  ►

	

	What is R&D?


· [bookmark: _Hlk100752426]Interpret R&D in the broadest way possible!
· R&D is used in a planned and creative way to create new knowledge or practical applications that meet the criteria below:
· new compared to the existing knowledge within the sector
· creative: not of a routine nature
· uncertainty: R&D starts when the solution to a problem is not evident and the outcome is uncertain
· planned: time, funding, and personnel are budgeted
· R&D can occur in all sectors
· clinical trials (phase 1, 2 or 3) should be considered to be R&D
· companies in sector 72 always perform R&D 
· staff members can conduct R&D continuously or only when necessary
	
	The following are not considered to be R&D, unless they are part of an R&D project:

· measurements or checks or other activities of a routine nature
· market research
· training
· making purchased technology or (production) equipment operational
· rewriting existing software or customize already commercialized software
· design: mere changes of style or fashion which do not bring about any technical innovation
· commercialization
· purchasing patents and licenses for production purposes

	

	We rely on the Frascati Manual's R&D definition (OECD, 2015). 
For more information, including examples and more extensive definitions, visit:
http://www.belspo.be/inno_info/fr






	Part 3 - Nature of research and development (R&D) carried out internally

	

	3. How frequently did your company conduct internal R&D in the 2020-2021 period?

	a. continuously (there are employees continuously involved in R&D)	    .  
b. not continuously (whenever necessary)	    .  

	

	4. How were the 2021 internal R&D expenditures divided between the following types of R&D?

	
	an estimate to the best of your abilities suffices

	a. fundamental research: obtaining new knowledge without 
having new possibilities for applications in mind	                    %
b. applied research: obtaining new knowledge, having already
new possibilities for applications in mind	                    %
c. experimental development: the testing phase of development aimed at making
a new product, service or process	                    %
	
	       100      %

	

	5. In 2021, what share of your internally conducted R&D was dedicated to R&D in biotechnology, biochemistry, or nanotechnology?  

	

	REMARK
Double counting is possible! If certain expenses or R&D employees fall under more than one technology, please include them under all relevant technologies.

	

	
	Share in expenses for internally performed R&D 
	
	Share in R&D employees (FTE)
	
	None

	

	a. biotechnology or biochemistry	                    % 	                    %	   .
b. nanotechnology 	                    % 	                    % 	   .



5.1. Was one of the goals of your R&D a reduction in your carbon footprint? 
a. yes	    .  
b. no	    .  
c. not applicable	    .  



	6. In which Belgian municipality was the largest share of your internally performed R&D carried out, in 2021? 

	

	!
	IMPORTANT
This only includes branches that fall under the enterprise number for which you are reporting in this questionnaire.

	

	
	corrections

	
	

	

	7. In which sector was most of your internal R&D performed in 2021?  

	

	REMARK
· It concerns the sector which represents the largest share of expenditures on internal R&D in 2021.
· For more details, see
https://statbel.fgov.be/fr/propos-de-statbel/methodologie/classifications/nace-bel-2008

	

	EXAMPLE
· R&D done on combine harvesters is considered as R&D for sector Manufacturing of machinery, appliances and tools, Nace-BEL code 28, and not as R&D for sector Agriculture, Nace-BEL code 01.

	

	
	corrections

	Sector of the internal R&D
- code:  
- description:  
	

	

	8. Which partners did your company cooperate with for its internally conducted R&D, in the 2020-2021 period?

	
	several options are possible

	
	Brussels
	rest of Belgium
	rest of Europe
	rest of 
the world

	a. clients
i. companies within your company group	    	    	    	   .
ii. companies outside your company group	    	    	    	   .
b. suppliers
i. companies within your company group	    	    	    	   .
ii. companies outside your company group	    	    	    	   .
c. other companies	    	    	    	   .
d. consultants 	    	    	    	   .
e. universities, colleges, or university hospitals	    	    	    	   .
f. research centers, laboratories, or public institutions 	    	    	    	   .
g. others, namely	    	    	    	   .


h. none of the above	   .


	Part 4 - Personnel involved in the internally conducted research and development

	

	9.  How many employees were involved in your internally conducted R&D?

	

	FOR REFERENCE
· the following information about your company is known to us from the previous questionnaire: 
· own employees, managers, and owners involved in internally conducted R&D in 2020:
<TPERSHC2019> heads & <TPERSFTE2019> FTE
· external personnel (consultants, freelancers, self-employed, academics) from other companies (from or outside the company group) who worked on internally conducted R&D under your company's direct management in 2020: <OUTPERSHC2019> heads & <OUTPERSFTE2019> FTE

	

	!
	IMPORTANT
Full-time equivalents (FTE) refers to the part of their working time employees spend on internally conducted R&D, not to their total employment percentage.  
e.g. someone who is employed full-time but only dedicates 20% of their time on R&D, counts for 0.2 FTE for R&D.

	

	
	heads
	
	total in full-time equivalents
	
	none

	
	total
	men
	women
	
	
	
	

	in 2020
own personnel, managers, and owners who contributed to the internally conducted R&D in your company or at third parties'/clients' premises 	   XXX  . ……            . ……            . ………………   XXX  . FTE	   .
in 2021
a. own personnel, managers, and owners who contributed to the internally conducted R&D in your company
or at third parties'/clients' premises	            . ……            . ……            . ………………            . FTE	   .
· R&D managers or researchers	            . ……            . ……            . ………………            . FTE	   .
· other (technical or administrative) 
R&D employees	            . ……            . ……            . ………………            . FTE	   .
b. employees from other companies within or outside your group who worked on
internally conducted R&D under your company's
direct management	            . …………...........................………………           . FTE	   .
c. other companies within or outside the group who performed outsourced R&D for your company
under their own direct management..........no personnel can be provided............	   .

	

	10. How was your company's own R&D staff (see question 9.a.) distributed over the following levels of education?

	
	PhD
	higher education degree (bachelor/master)
	no higher education degree
	total

	a. R&D managers or researchers	                    % 	                    %	                    % .....   100   %
b. other (technical or administrative) 
R&D employees	                    % 	                    %	                    % .....   100   %





	Part 5 - Expenditure for R&D

	

	11. What were the gross expenses for R&D?

	= internal R&D with external personnel



	
	for reference
the following information is known to us from a previous survey: 
· internal R&D expenditure 2019: INTEXP2019
· outsourced R&D expenditure 2019: EXTEXP2019

	
	
	

	
	
	Included
· for investments: purchase costs for the year in question


	
	
	Not included
depreciations 

	

	
	an estimate to the best of your abilities suffices
	
	none

	in 2020
a. for internally conducted R&D	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   .
a. 
b. for outsourced R&D (R&D conducted by a different company
(from or outside the company group)  or institution and paid
for by your company)	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   . 

	TOTAL   = 	€                                	   .                 
in 2021
a. for internally conducted R&D 
i. of which gross wage costs for your own R&D employees
(incl. Social Security contribution by employers, extra-legal benefits, …)	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   .
ii. of which costs of R&D employees from companies within the group, who 
worked on internally conducted R&D under 
your company's direct management	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   .
iii. of which the cost of external consultants, who worked on internally conducted
R&D under your company's direct management	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   .
iv. other operating expenses and overhead costs for R&D	€    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx	   .
v. of which investments in R&D
· own buildings and grounds for R&D	€                                  	   .
· machines and equipment for R&D	€                                  	   .
· software for R&D	€                                  	   .
· new IP/patents for R&D	€                                  	   .
a. 
b. for outsourced R&D (R&D conducted by a different company (from or outside
the company group) or institution and paid for by your company)	€                                  	   .

	TOTAL   = 	€                                  	   .                 
b. 
previsions for 2022
a. for internally conducted R&D	€   xxxxxxxxxxx xxxx 	   .            


	Part 6 - Funding of internally conducted research and development activities

	

	12. Did your company make use of the following fiscal measures from the federal government 
for its internally conducted R&D in the 2020-2021 period?

	
	please tick all boxes that apply

	a. partial exemption from withholding payroll taxes for R&D personnel (via Belspo)	    .
b. tax credits or investment deduction for R&D	    .
c. tax exemption for patent income/innovation deduction	    .
d. none of the above	    .

	

	13. Did your company use the following sources of funding for its internally conducted R&D in 2021? 

	
	an estimate to the best of your abilities suffices
	
	none

	a. equity 	                    %	    .
b. fees or financial contributions from companies from the enterprise group
i. in Belgium 	                    %	    .
ii. abroad	                    %	    .
c. regional government support
i. non-recoverable government support	                    %	    .
ii. recoverable advances	                    %	    .
d. government support from the federal government
i. partial exemption from withholding payroll taxes for R&D personnel 
(via Belspo)	                    %	    .
ii. tax credits or investment deduction for R&D investments	                    %	    .
iii. tax exemption for patent income / innovation deduction	                    %	    .
iv. other 	                    %	    .

e. bank loans and venture capital 	                    %	    .
f. other government support
i. foreign governments 	                    %	    .
ii. European Commission	                    %	    .
iii. European Space Agency (ESA)	                    %	    .
iv. other international institutions	                    %	    .
g. fees or financial contributions from other companies (outside the company group)
i. in Belgium 	                    %	    .
ii. abroad	                    %	    .
h. fees or financial contributions from universities or colleges
i. in Belgium	                    %	    .
ii. abroad	                    %	    .
i. fees or financial contributions from private non-profit institutions
i. in Belgium	                    %	    .
ii. abroad	                    %	    .
j. crowdfunding and gifts 	                    %	    .

	TOTAL  =                    . %               

	

	14. Did your company sell R&D services to other companies (from or outside the group) or institutions in 2021?

	
	several options are possible

	a. yes, clinical tests	   .
b. yes, contract research for third parties	   .
c. yes, own employees employed at clients' premises (e.g. as consultants)	   .
d. no	   . ► go to Part 7


	

	14.1. What was the total invoiced value of the R&D services in Belgium in 2021?

	€                                 .

	

	14.2. What was the total invoiced value of the R&D services abroad in 2021?

	€                                 .



[bookmark: _Hlk93905407]14.3. Did the pandemic have an effect on your R&D activities in 2021? 
tick one box


a. we had more R&D than before the pandemic	   		 
b. we had less R&D than before the pandemic	   		 
c. the level of our R&D intensity was not influenced by the pandemic 	   		  


	Part 7 - Economic data

	

	15. What was the average number of employees at your company?

	

	REMARK
· Enter the total number of employees (heads, not full-time equivalents) for which the company has submitted a "Dimona" declaration, or who are registered in the general staff register.
· cf. code 100 (abbreviated model) and codes 1001 and 1002 (full model) of the annual accounts
· If the annual average is not available, please fill in the number of employees at the end of the year.
	
	

	
	
	corrections

	

	a. number of employees in 2020	   .                heads                                                     .                
b. number of employees in 2021	   .                heads  

	

	16. What was your company total turnover?

	

	REMARK
· Turnover is defined as the proceeds from sold goods or services supplied (including all taxes except VAT).
· Please note: this is not the same as the operating income.
· cf. code 70 in the annual accounts (standard model)
	
	

	
	
	corrections

	

	a. turnover in 2020 	€                                                      €                               .  
b. turnover in 2021 	€                                 . 

	

	17. What was the geographical spread of sales in 2021?

	

	REMARK
· The country of invoicing is decisive for determining the geographical spread of sales.
	
	

	

	a. sales in Belgium	                    %
b. export within Europe	                    %
c. export to the rest of the world	                    %
	
	       100      %





	18. What percentage of your 2021 turnover came from the sale of products or services for which you made use of biotechnology, biochemistry, or nanotechnology developed within your own company or by other companies of institutions?

	
	0%
	
	between 0% and 75%
	
	75% of more

	a. biotechnology or biochemistry	   . 	    . 	    .
b. nanotechnology	   . 	    . 	    .

	

	19. Was your company part of a company group in 2021? 

	

	DEFINITIONS
· A company group or concern consists of two or more companies, each with their own legal personality, but still falling under a common shareholder's (the parent company) control.
· The parent company is not controlled, directly or indirectly, by another legal unit.
· The subsidiaries are directly or indirectly controlled by the parent company.
	
	

	

	REMARK
· If information for the group structure was available at the National Bank of Belgium, it was prefilled. If this information is not correct, you can still correct it.
	
	

	
	
	corrections

	

	a. no 	    . ►	   . go to Part 8.


b. yes 	    . 	   .

	

	19.1. What was your company's position in the company's group in 2021?

	
	tick one box only
	

	a. parent company	   .	   .
b. subsidiary
i. with a participation of 50% or less by the parent company	      	   .
ii. with a participation of 50% or more by the parent company	     	   .
c. different structure (e.g. common shareholder or owner), namely    . 	   . 



	

	19.2. In which country was the parent company of your company group located in 2021? 

	
	corrections
	

	a. Belgium 	   .                	    .
b. abroad, namely	   .          	    .
c. 






	Part 8 - Comments and suggestions

	

	Comments clarifying the answers given or suggestions to improve the questionnaire

	

	

	

	For questions or additional information, please contact us: Anneleen Bruylant, inno_rd@belspo.be or 02/238 35 29.

	

	Thank you for answering this questionnaire.

	

	You can return the completed questionnaire free of charge in the enclosed envelope or 
complete it online on our secure website: 
https://www.meri.belspo.be/surveys/RD2022P/questionnaire_en.html

	

	· for information on subsidy opportunities for research and development (R&D) and innovation: http://www.innoviris.be

· for data on science, technology, and innovation at a regional and national level: http://www.meri.belspo.be

· for information on the fiscal measure of partial exemption from withholding payroll taxes for R&D personnel via the Belgian Science Policy Office (Belspo): http://www.belspo.be/belspo/organisation/fisc_en.stm








total R&D


purchased
= outsourced R&D


with personnel from companies outside the group


internally conducted
= internal R&D


with own personnel, managers, or owners
= internal R&D with own personnel


with personnel from other companies within the group



total R&D


purchased
= outsourced R&D


with personnel from companies outside the group


internally conducted
= internal R&D


with own personnel, managers, or owners
= internal R&D with own personnel


with personnel from other companies within the group


1

5

