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Objectives
To estimate the average of the total number of transitions among employment, unemployment and economic inactivity situations from every quarter of the previous year to the same quarter of the current one.
Type of operation
Longitudinal study that uses the information available in the Economically Active Population Survey (EAPS), linking data given over time by the interviewed persons.
Population scope
Persons aged from 15 to 74 years who reside in family dwellings.
Geographical scope
As in the EAPS, it covers the entire country, including the Autonomous Cities of Ceuta and Melilla.
Reference period
The reference period for the annual flow statistics results is the year. The estimates are expressed as the average number of transfers between the labour situations of the persons in the quarters of the current year and the same quarters of the previous year.
Characteristics of the calculation of annual flows in absolute values
For the Spanish estimation of annual flows in absolute values, the following steps are to be taken:
1. To obtain the common sample of the four quarters of the effective EAPS sample of the current year and those of the previous one,
2. To join the four quarters’ files defined in the previous step,
3. To obtain elevation factors that are calibrated to populations referred to 1st of July of the current year and to EAPS annual estimations of the same year.
Persons aged 16 years in one of the four quarters of the current year for which we do not have EAPS’s information of what was their activity situation in the same quarter of the previous year are considered to be inactive in the previous year. This is not the case in published flow statistics in Spain. In Spanish published flow statistics, quarterly ones, the persons for which we don’t have this information are considered as ‘not apply’ in the previous quarter, as well as for the rest of people for which there is no labour status information in the mentioned quarter. 
Persons who are 15 years old in the quarter of the current year are considered to be inactive both in the previous and in the current one. These people are out of scope in Spanish flow statistics publications. 
