Reason for using a “0”-Stratum within the size classes

The German business register is fed from different sources. The data on employees subject to social insurance is obtained from the Federal Employment Agency, the data on turnover from the national tax authorities. Only active enterprises are selected for sampling. Enterprises were regarded active if they either showed turnover or number of employees for 2021 or later in the business register.
When merging the data in the business register correlation problems can occur since the data on turnover is on enterprise level whereas data on employees is on local unit level. Thus there are active enterprises registered in the business register having turnover for 2021 or later but no assigned number of employees. In recent years for those cases, if available, the number of persons employed was used instead for size classification. However, the information on persons employed is less reliable and using it led to a high alteration within size classes.

In order to reduce the alteration within size classes and to capture the whole population a so-called “0”-Stratum was introduced containing all enterprises with active turnover but no reported employees. In each stratum of the sample (Federal State x Economic activity) a certain number of enterprises from the “0”-Stratum were selected. They will be assigned to a size class ex post, based on the number of persons employed reported by the enterprise directly.

Number of enterprises in the “0”-Stratum (included in size class 0 to 1 persons employed)
	
	Frame Population
	Gross sample

	10-12
	7027
	255

	13-15
	4301
	336

	16-18
	11590
	335

	19
	25
	23

	20
	1145
	223

	21
	190
	114

	22-23 
	5659
	281

	24-25
	15937
	292

	26
	3203
	272

	27
	2005
	250

	28
	4672
	258

	29-30
	1490
	232

	31-33
	21301
	325

	35
	76201
	452

	36-39
	3757
	251

	41-43
	192621
	351

	45
	57860
	362

	46
	73178
	375

	47
	165607
	373

	49-53
	42693
	343

	55
	19089
	317

	56
	64115
	303

	58-60
	11107
	358

	61
	1627
	263

	62-63
	74359
	450

	68
	312976
	524

	69–71 
	258211
	438

	72
	4631
	328

	73–75 
	93176
	441

	77-78+80-82
	117816
	394

	79
	4861
	364

	95.1
	1215
	260

	Total
	1653645
	10143

	Of which ICT sector (in: 26.1-26.4+ 26.8+46.5+ 58.2+61+62+63.1+95.1)
	75056
	1160
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