15.2.3.2. Description of changes of threshold


The former Hungarian low farm threshold had been almost the same since 1972, though the importance of the households’ agricultural activity had decreased significantly. 
There were almost two million farms in 1972 in Hungary, and the number decreased to about 570 thousand in 2010 and the trend continues. Simultaneously a concentration had also happened, which means the number of bigger farms had been quite stable, while the number of small farms had fallen significantly. 
Due to the low thresholds 72% of the all farms used less than 1% of arable land in 2010, but other variables had also such a low share. According to our estimation the former low thresholds provided more than 99% coverage for utilised agricultural area and livestock unit also.
All the above means that our data collection system was not very resource efficient. A lot of resources were spent on contacting the high number of addresses that were not very important part of the agricultural production universe.
Therefore, the increase of the threshold helped to avoid to visit a large number of small farms which were not a significant part of the universe.

During the determination of the new thresholds the last census information was used, and the observed trend since then was also considered.
The following requirements were evaluated:
· The coverage exceeds the 98%, but not too much
· Select variables that will be regularly updated and can be provided by good quality in administrative database. Which means categorization will be possible for all records in the Farm register before the future sample data collection.
After investigating many different options, the following new thresholds were determined:
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The new thresholds were consulted by the main stake-holders (ministry, government offices, chamber of agriculture), who considered this change very beneficial, as data collection can focus on the real agricultural activity in the future. 

In order to have comparable time series data of previous IFS were recalculated. 
The main variables still have a good coverage even with the higher threshold though with significantly less farms to contact.
Recalculated data with new threshold compared to original data, %
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According to livestock unit it also can be seen that almost all main variables will have nearly 100% coverage with the higher threshold, only goats and bee hives variables will have lower.
Recalculated livestock data with new threshold compared to original data, %
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The new threshold means the number of family labour force will decrease similarly, as the number of farms, but the non-family labour force will hardly change.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recalculated labour force data with new threshold compared to original data, %
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Hungarian threshold

Productive area

(arable land, kitchen garden, orchards, vinyards, grassland, forest, ponds, reed total)

1 ha

Orchard

0.25 ha

Vineyard

0.1 ha

Aromatic an culinary plants, herbs, flowers, ornamental plants,seeds, nurseries

0.2 ha

Potatoes

0.25 ha

Fresh vegetables and strawberries

0.25 ha

Greenhouses 100 m

2

Cultivated mushrooms 100 m

2

Cattle

1

Sheeps

10

Goats

10

Pigs under 20 kg

30

Pigs above 20 kg

2

Ostriches

3

Hens

50

Turkeys

30

Ducks

100

Geese

50

Rabbits

50

Agricultural service in the previous 12 months
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Number of 

farms

Standard 

Output

Agricultural 

area

Livestock

unit

Total

AWU

2010 61% 97% 99% 98% 78%

2013 60% 97% 99% 98% 79%

2016 64% 98% 99% 99% 82%
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Livestock

unit

Cattle Pig Sheep Goat Hen

Other

poultry

Bee

hives

2010 98% 100% 98% 98% 75% 95% 97% 43%

2013 98% 100% 99% 98% 72% 95% 98% 42%

2016 99% 100% 97% 98% 77% 95% 97% 36%


image4.emf
Total AWU

Family 

labour force, 

person

Permanent 

labour force, 

person

Temporary 

labour force, 

person

Family 

labour force, 

AWU

Permanent 

labour force, 

AWU

Temporary 

labour force, 

AWU

2010 78% 63% 100% 99% 71% 100% 99%

2013 79% 62% 99% 98% 71% 99% 98%

2016 82% 65% 99% 99% 74% 99% 98%


