Spanish Acquisitions of Citizenship. Comparability over time

There is a break in the series in 2013 because the source of information has changed:
· Until 2012, the source was the database of the System for Management of Dossiers on Citizenship by residence. 
Since 2013, the source is the Civil Register database.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Until 2012, data are based on the “Act of grant of the Spanish citizenship exclusively by reason of residence” and include those persons who have been granted access to Spanish citizenship during the reference year. 
Since 2013, data are based on the “Act of register of the Spanish citizenship in the Civil Register” and include those persons who have been eventually registered as Spanish citizens during the reference year.
· Until 2012 only Acquisitions “by reason of residence” were included, since 2013 also acquisitions “by reason of decree of naturalization” and by “reason of option” are included.
· Until 2012 the reference date for every acquisition was the “date of grant”, since 2013 the reference date is the “date of register”. The date of grant is always earlier to the date of register. 

Apart from these methodological changes, in June 2012, the Spanish government launched an intensive plan in order to reduce the backlog of the processing and resolution of the citizenship dossiers. This plan caused a significant increase in the number of citizenship registrations in the 2013 Civil Register database.

The 2012 figures are affected by these changes and may be underestimated. 
