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Surveys on the number of cattle
In Denmark five surveys on the number of cattle are carried out per year, namely 31 March, May/June, 30 June, 31 September and 31 December. The survey in May/June is integrated agricultural surveys while the other surveys are separate cattle censuses. For the cattle survey are used administrative data (registers).
The cattle are done by regions and districts every time.
The population of cattle are all cattle in Denmark in the cattle survey, while the population in the agricultural surveys is all cattle at holdings over the limit in the regulation to the agricultural surveys. 
The stock of cattle is estimated on the basis on data from the Central Register of Livestock (an administrative register). The Central Register of Livestock is maintained by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fishery and the Cattle Database is maintained by the Agricultural Advisory Centre and the Danish Association of Cattle Breeders. 
The Central Register of Livestock can be used for several purposes, but the actual purpose of the register was to assist in preparing health programmes, but now it is also use in connection with check of the farms environmental impact, livestock subsidies and other general subsidies. Therefore the quality of the register is high. The register contains information on number, birthday and sex of each individual animal for several types of farm, e.g. dairy cows and cows for meat production, and to this is added a range of identifications numbers. Every single cattle has an individual/unique number in the register and the register contains information about birthday and sex.
The Cattle Database is a major system, which primarily serves cattle breeders with a view to achieving a sound operation of their farm. Data from the Cattle Database are used in updating the Central Register of Livestock.
Statistics Denmark extracts data from Cattle Database with respect to age of heifers and gestation of each individual animal. On basis of this information the number of heifers in calf is estimated.
The register is updated on the basis of data by the cattle breeders with respect to increase and decrease of cattle, and information by suppliers and purchasers. Furthermore, the decrease of livestock for slaughter is verified by the slaughterhouses and livestock dead from disease or accident by the destruction plants. The updated has to be done within 7 days.
 The stock of cattle in Denmark is sum up in follow categories:
· Cattle, total
· Bulls and bullocks, total
· Under ½ year
· ½-1 year
· 1-2 year
· 2 years and over
· Heifers, total
· Under ½ year
· ½-1 year
· 1-2 year total
· 2 years and over
· Cows, total
· Dairy cows
· Cows for suckling 
· Heifers in calf, total
· 1-2 year total
· 2 years and over
To meet all the categories in the EU legislation there is done some estimates before sending data to EUROSTAT:
	The EU legislation
	Danish estimates

	Total of cattle population
	“Cattle, total”

	Bovines less than 1 year old
	“Bulls and bullocks under ½ year” + “Bulls and bullocks ½ - 1 year” + “Heifers ½ year” + “Heifers ½ -1 year”

	Calves and young cattle for slaughter
	60000 heifers + ((“Bulls and bullocks under ½ year” + “Bulls and bullocks ½ - 1 year”))- 6000 Male)

	Other calves
	Bovines less than 1 year old - Calves and young cattle for slaughter

	Other calves: Male 
	6000 (expected  breeding bulls)

	Other calves: Female
	(“Heifers ½ year” + “Heifers ½ -1 year”) – 46,000 heifers for slaughtering

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years
	““Bulls and bullocks  1 - 2 year” + “Heifers 1 -2 year”

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years : Male
	““Bulls and bullocks  1 - 2 year”

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years : Female
	“Heifers 1 -2 year”

	For slaughter (Female)
	40000 heifers

	Other (Female)
	“Heifers 1 -2 year” - 40000 heifers

	Bovine animals of 2 years and over
	“Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling” + ““Bulls and bullocks   2 years and over” + ““Heifers 2 years and over”  

	Bovine animals of 2 years and over : Male
	““Bulls and bullocks   2 years and over”

	Bovine animals of 2 years and over : Female
	““Heifers 2 years and over” + “Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling”

	Heifers
	““Heifers 2 years and over”  

	Heifers for slaughter
	20000 heifers

	Other Heifers
	“Heifers 2 years and over”  - 20000 heifers

	Cows
	“Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling”

	Dairy cows
	“Dairy cows”

	Other cows
	“Cows for suckling “

	Buffaloes
	No buffaloes in Denmark



60000 heifers expected to be slaughter before they are 1 year, 40000 heifers between 1 and 2 years and 20000 heifers of 2 years and over. This is estimate on the basis of the meat statistic 2018 and 2019 together with external expert support.
In 2010 the method used to estimate the stock of cattle is adjusted. First time there are delivered data to EUROSTAT for the total stock of cattle in Denmark is in the beginning of 2010 and it is for the November/December 2009.  As the data for November/December 2008 is also in the table, these data is also the total stock of cattle in Denmark.
Before 2010 the stock of cattle was the same as the agricultural surveys population. The stock of cattle was estimated on the basis on the weight from the last agricultural surveys and some special estimations for new holdings since the last agriculture survey, but as now the number of cattle of the holding was coming from the Central Register of Livestock and the Cattle Database (for more information see TAPAS report “Cattle Register - from administrative data to traditional statistics, 2006).
The meat statistics for cattle in Denmark is compiled for the total meat production and therefore, it favours the estimation of the total stock of cattle in Denmark.
Analyses of the stock of cattle estimated on the basis of the two methods show that there are about 1-3 per cent or below 50,000 cattle is at the very small holdings, which is not in the population of the agriculture survey. These animals are primary cows for suckling, young bulls and heifers. 
The categories of “Calves and young cattle for slaughter (under 1 year)”,  “ Heifers for slaughter for slaughter (1 -2 years)” and “ Heifers for slaughter for slaughter (2 years and over) for slaughter” were also estimated before 2010. But the estimates were evaluated together with the adjusting of the method and there were some changes.
To meet all the categories in the EU legislation before 2010 there was done following estimates (“the old estimates”) before sending data to EUROSTAT:
	The EU legislation before 2010
	Danish estimates before 2010

	Total of cattle population
	“Cattle, total”

	Bovines less than 1 year old
	“Bulls and bullocks under ½ year” + “Bulls and bullocks ½ - 1 year” + “Heifers ½ year” + “Heifers ½ -1 year”

	Calves for slaughter
	6,000 males

	Other calves
	Bovines less than 1 year old – 6,000 males

	Other calves: male 
	(“Bulls and bullocks under ½ year” + “Bulls and bullocks ½ - 1 year”) - 6,000 males

	Other calves: female
	“Heifers ½ year” + “Heifers ½ -1 year” 

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years
	““Bulls and bullocks  1 - 2 year” + “Heifers 1 -2 year”

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years : Male
	““Bulls and bullocks  1 - 2 year”

	Bovines aged between 1 and 2 years : Female
	“Heifers 1 -2 year”

	Female aged between 1 and 2 years for slaughter
	14,000 heifers

	Other female aged between 1 and 2 years
	“Heifers 1 -2 year” - 14,000 heifers

	Bovines animals of 2 years and over
	“Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling” + ““Bulls and bullocks   2 years and over” + ““Heifers 2 years and over”  

	Bovines animals of 2 years and over : Male
	““Bulls and bullocks   2 years and over”

	Bovines animals of 2 years and over : Female
	““Heifers 2 years and over” + “Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling”

	Heifers
	““Heifers 2 years and over”  

	Heifers for slaughter
	6,000 heifers

	Other Heifers
	“Heifers 2 years and over”  - 6,000 heifers

	Cows
	“Dairy cows” + “Cows for suckling”

	Dairy cows
	“Dairy cows”

	Other cows
	“Cows for suckling “

	Buffaloes
	No buffaloes in Denmark



