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ESF Transnational Cooperation Platform 
Community of Practice on Social Inclusion 

 
Peer review on creating supportive environments through integrated 

working to fight child poverty 
 

30 September 2021 

 
This peer review will support Community of Practice (CoP) members to focus on 

approaches for creating supportive environments through integrated working to fight child 

poverty1. It will look at services that put the best interests of the child at the centre of all 

measures concerning children, and that cut across the fragmentation and segregation of 

services into silos of health, education, and social welfare, including housing.  

All the examples look at different ways of working together in order to address child 

poverty holistically – with a focus on integrated, multidisciplinary working and early 

interventions. Tackling social exclusion of children and reducing the socio-economic impact 

of the COVID-19 pandemic requires an integrated, person-centred and multidimensional 

approach and an enabling policy framework. Strengthening cooperation and coordination 

between services at various levels warrants effective prevention and supports social 

inclusion of children. Along with ensuring access to the key services, across all regions and 

territories, including through investments in services’ infrastructure and the workforce, it 

is also necessary to improve the effectiveness and relevance of related policies, combine 

preventive and remedial measures and make the best out of existing Union instruments. 

In particular, the Peer Review will look at integrated working at national, regional and local 

level and early intervention.  

Participants will be approximately 20-30 participants from ESF managing authorities, 

intermediate bodies, NGOs and the European Commission. 

Before the peer review, participants are asked to register for the activity. 

 

Objective of the event 

Participants will come together to explore and critically review different practices and 

approaches for creating supportive environments through integrated working to fight child 

poverty. 

09.45 – 

10.00 CET 

Technical set-up and virtual welcome coffee 

Participants to log-in through the link 15 minutes before the beginning of 

the event in order to test the online tools. 

10.00 – 

10.30 CET 

Welcome, Tour de Table and Expectations 

Welcome to participants, introduction to the peer review approach and 

tour de table. 

 
1 For integrated working/and integrated approach see also Proposal for a Council Recommendation Establishing 
a European Child Guarantee (2021) which refers to the integrated approach to reducing child poverty or social 
exclusion and improving child wellbeing set out in the Commission Recommendation Investing in Children: 
breaking the cycle of disadvantage (2013). 

https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=23788&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=23788&langId=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32013H0112
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32013H0112


2 
 

10.30 – 

11.30 CET 

Plenary session: Examples of integrated working in practice from 

Ireland and Greece  

 

• Ireland as an example of integrated working at national, regional and 

local levels 

• Experience from the Phase III of the Preparatory Action: Testing the 

EU Child Guarantee in the EU Member States’ 

 

 

11.30 – 

11.45 CET Break 

11.45 – 

12.15 CET 

Introduction to the working group discussion on integrated 

working to fight child poverty 

12.15 – 

13.00 CET 

Working groups on integrated working to fight child poverty 

Two or three facilitated break-out groups discussing on the topic of 

partnership working. 

 

Possible questions for the discussion: 

• How can integrated working be organised and managed to focus on 

child poverty? 

• What are the main barriers to integrated working in terms of 

coordination (to include a wide range of services), funding and staff 

training? Are there any other significant barriers to integrated 

working? 

• How can ESF be used to develop integrated working? What other 

funding mechanisms are you aware of?  

13.00 – 

14.00 CET 
Lunch break 

14.00 – 

14.30 CET 

Introduction to the working group discussion on early intervention  

 
14.30 – 

15.15 CET 

Working groups on early intervention  

Two or three facilitated break-out groups discussing on the topic of early 

interventions. 

Possible questions for the discussion: 

• How to develop integrated working at local level to address the 

complex and multifaceted needs of all children and their families? 

• How to reach out to children and families most in need? 

• How to involve families and children in design, implementation and 

monitoring of integrated working? How to improve the cooperation 

between parents, professionals, and service providers?  

• How to train professionals for integrated working? 

• How can ESF be used to support early interventions? 
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15.15 – 

15.30 CET 

Reporting back from the working groups  

Reporting the outcomes from the two working group discussions 

15.30 – 

15.50 CET 

Follow up from previous work of the Social Inclusion Community 

of Practice on the sub-theme of child poverty 

Plenary discussion with participants 

15.50 – 

16.00 CET 

Conclusions and next steps 

Closing address 

 
 

 

 

 

 


