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Focus of the workshop 

Community-led local development (CLLD) is a bottom-up approach in which public funds support the 
activities of Local Action Group (LAG) partnerships that address local needs and challenges in  
an integrated and holistic way. The concept of CLLD emerged in the 1990s when it was used in the 
LEADER programme to engage local actors in the design and delivery of strategies for the 
development of rural areas by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and 
later by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF).  

In the 2014-2020 programming period, CLLD became a new feature of European Social Fund (ESF) 

and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) programming. The LAGs that were developed 

were funded from both single and combined funding from the ESF and ERDF as well as EAFRD and 

EMFF. These different funding options enabled a rich and diverse range of interventions and place-

based strategies to evolve under the CLLD umbrella, and the development of a number of innovative 

forms of implementation in the projects supported by Member States and regions. 

This workshop will explore and share perspectives on the use of CLLD in the ESF and how it can 

promote social innovation. To do this it will examine the added value of adopting a CLLD approach, 

explore different experiences of how it can promote social innovation in practice, analyse key 

challenges and solutions to working in this way, and look at how CLLD approaches can be further 

developed to address the challenges of unemployment, social exclusion and inequality going 

forwards. 

  



 

 

Day 1  

12 April 2021 (Monday) 

09.45 – 10.00 CET 

 

Technical set-up  

Participants to log-in through the link 15 minutes before the beginning  

of the event to test the online tools. 

10.00 – 10.15 CET Opening and welcome 

• Patricia BORGES, Cohesion and Development Agency,  

ESF Managing Authority in Portugal, Chair of the transnational 

Community of Practice (CoP) on Social Innovation 

• Marianne DOYEN, European Commission 

10.15 – 11.00 CET The use of CLLD in the current ESF programming period 

• Overview of the use of CLLD approach in ESF  

(Karolina JAKUBOWSKA, CoP Coordinator) 

• Discussion on rationale for uptake of CLLD 

(Renáta KUČEROVÁ, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,  

ESF Managing Authority in Czechia) 

11.00 – 12.00 CET Social innovation in CLLD projects 

• Social innovation in the context of CLLD  

(Leda STOTT, Thematic Expert) 

• Presentation on CLLD projects in Romania  

(Daniel GREBELDINGER, Coordinator of the CLLD component  

in the ERGO Network) 

• Questions and answers  

12.00 – 13.30 CET Comfort break 

13.30 – 15.00 CET Discussion in working groups 

Participants will be split into two groups to discuss and explore: 

• The added value of using a CLLD approach in ESF 

• Social innovation aspects of CLLD 

15.00 CET Close of day 1 

 

 

  



 

 

Day 2 

13 April 2021 (Tuesday) 

09.45 – 10.00 CET Technical set-up  

Participants to log-in through the link 15 minutes before the beginning of 

the event to test the online tools. 

10.00 – 10.30 CET Recap from day 1 

Reflections on day one and feedback from the working groups. 

10.30 – 12.00 CET Discussion in working groups 

Participants will be split into two working groups to reflect on challenges 

and solutions in programming and implementing a CLLD approach in ESF. 

12.00 – 12.30 CET Comfort break 

12.30 – 13.00 CET Plenary discussion on future themes around CLLD in the work programme 

of the Community of Practice on Social Innovation.  

13.00 – 13.30 CET Next steps and concluding remarks 

• The future of CLLD in ESF+, Marianne DOYEN, European 

Commission  

• Concluding remarks by Patricia BORGES, Cohesion and 

Development Agency, ESF Managing Authority in Portugal, Chair of 

the transnational Community of Practice on Social Innovation 

• Future activities of the transnational Community of Practice on 

Social Innovation (Karolina JAKUBOWSKA, CoP Coordinator) 

13.30 CET Close 

 


