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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

1.1. Reasons for the action 

 

The EU’s current agenda aims to address the policy priorities of green, digital and just 

transitions, coping with a changing demography, as well as responding to the COVID-19 

crisis. These transitions and challenges are transforming the world of work, education, 

training and social services, but also the way people live, consume and participate in society. 

In this context, new solutions, new ways of doing and new partnerships are needed. There is a 

need for social innovation.  

According to the ESF+ Regulation “social innovation” means an activity, that is social both 

as to its ends and its means and in particular an activity which relates to the development and 

implementation of new ideas concerning products, services, practices and models, that 

simultaneously meets social needs and creates new social relationships or collaborations 

between public, civil society or private organisations, thereby benefiting society and boosting 

its capacity to act” (Article 2.1. (8) of the ESF+ regulation)1. 

Social innovation can be understood and implemented in various ways. What is a common 

practice in one territory can be new and innovative and bring about social change somewhere 

else. Therefore, scaling up social innovation often happens through transnational fertilisation, 

inspiration and cooperation, which helps to further develop and validate innovative models 

and tools. For this reason, the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) aims at promoting 

transnational cooperation between countries participating into the programme to promote the 

transfer and scaling up of social innovation.  

Overall, the ESF+ will stimulate social innovation in three complementary ways.  

Firstly, under the shared management strand, each Member State is required to dedicate at 

least one priority in their national or regional programmes to support social innovation, 

social experimentation and/or strengthen bottom-up approaches based on partnerships 

between public authorities, the private sector and civil society2. Community-led local 

development (CLLD) as a method is particularly relevant in this context. Member States are 

also encouraged to support the scaling up of proven innovative approaches. The regulation 

refers particularly to those initiated and tested under the Employment and Social Innovation 

(EaSI) strand of the ESF+ and other EU programmes, but scaling up of innovative 

approaches can also include sources of inspiration beyond EU programmes.  

Secondly, social experimentations3 will be supported under direct management through the 

EaSI strand of the ESF+ (article 25(c) of the ESF Regulation). Furthermore the EaSI strand 

supports EU level networks of civil society organisations, some of which include social 

innovation support organisations as their members. 

                                                           
1 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:231:FULL&from=EN  
2 Article 14 of the ESF+ regulation  
3 See definition in article 2.1(10) of the ESF+ 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:231:FULL&from=EN
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Thirdly, the ESF+ regulation foresees EUR 197 million4 allocated from shared management 

to support “transnational cooperation to accelerate the transfer of, and to facilitate the 

scaling up of, innovative solutions, in particular for the policy areas set out in article 4”, i.e. 

employment, skills and social inclusion, across Europe (article 25(i)). 5  

The present call aims at implementing this third way of supporting social innovation, 

here referred to as “ESF Social Innovation+”. 

To help Managing Authorities and stakeholders to reap the benefits from this new setting, the 

Commission has also initiated relevant support structures. Currently six transnational 

projects, involving 24 EU Member States, are building up “National Competence Centres for 

Social Innovation” and rolling out their first activities6. In addition, a call for proposal for 

EaSI strand National Contact Points (EaSI NCPs) has been published7. The Commission also 

supports transnational cooperation between ESF Managing Authorities and relevant 

stakeholders with Communities of Practice (COP), including one on social innovation. These 

support structures are expected to play an important role in building overall more conducive 

conditions for social innovations initiation, testing and notably scaling up of successful ones. 

The Annex B of this call explains how this new setting is building on the experience gained 

from previous EU level initiatives supporting social innovation, notably in the ESF context. 

The relationship between the above explained three strands/initiatives is illustrated by the 

figure below. 

                                                           
4 Current prices.   
5 The initiative covers transnational cooperation between the EU Member States. However, at later stage further 

resources (max. 5% in addition) could be allocated from the EaSI strand of the ESF+. In such a case, the list 

of eligible countries will evolve accordingly. 
6See call for proposals VP/2020/010 

(https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en&callId=604&furtherCalls=yes) and the 

selected projects: https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=632&langId=en  
7The deadline for submission of proposals is 25 August 2021 

(https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en). 

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en&callId=604&furtherCalls=yes
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=632&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en
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1.2. Implementation under indirect management: key principles  

This call is a step towards the implementation of the ESF Social innovation+ initiative. The 

implementation will be done under “indirect management” mode. This means that the 

Commission entrusts a Member State legal entity to implement an initiative and its budget on 

its behalf. The entrusted entity, within the framework of a Framework Contribution 

Agreement (FCA), will need to cooperate closely with the Commission to ensure that the 

funds are used in accordance with the rules laid down in Regulation 2018/1046 (EU Financial 

Regulation), respecting the principle of sound financial management. The Commission will 

carry out rigorous and effective controls on the way funds are spent. Precise terms and 

conditions will be laid down in the FCA’s General Conditions (see the enclosed model in 

Annex D) and in the annual specific contribution agreements. 

In accordance with Article 154(3) and (4) of the Financial Regulation, prior to signing a 

Framework Contribution Agreement, the selected entrusted entity’s systems, rules and 

procedures will be assessed in order to ensure a level of protection of the financial interests of 

the Union equivalent to the one that is provided for when the European Commission 

(hereinafter ‘the Commission’) implements the budget (so called Pillar assessment”). 

To anticipate this process, applying entities are invited to submit a first information on their 

systems, rules and procedures by filling in Annex C. It is worth highlighting that the 

submission of that information is not a prerequisite nor eligibility requirement to apply to the 

present call. In the same way, this information will be treated separately from the expression 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&qid=1535046024012
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&qid=1535046024012
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of interest itself and will not be considered as part of its evaluation. Annex C will be used 

exclusively to facilitate the launching of the pillar assessment for the selected entity only 

upon instruction by the Commission in this sense. As such, it should not be understood either 

as an invitation to undertake spontaneously such a pillar assessment. 

 

2. OBJECTIVE OF THE CALL  

Under this Call, the Commission seeks expressions of interest from ESF managing 

authorities/implementing bodies, willing to manage the ESF Social Innovation+ initiative 

during the 2021–2027 programming period.  

The entrusted entity will implement actions mainly financed by the ESF shared management 

budget. This requires deep knowledge on the ESF+ programme, its objectives, involved 

stakeholders, target groups and management specificities. Limiting the eligibility to bodies 

which are/have been formally involved in implementing the ESF provides a large pool of 

organisations possessing exactly the required experience and knowledge. This type of bodies 

exist in all EU Member States.  

Ultimately, the initiative aims at developing conducive ecosystems for social innovation. This 

will help the societies to benefit from proven innovative solutions. The essential elements of 

the intervention logic of the initiative are included in the following picture and described in 

more details in the Annex B of this call.   
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With this call, the Commission seeks to identify an entity, which has the interest, 

capacity, experience, and knowledge to implement an EU level initiative and its budget 

on its behalf. (This is not a call for proposals: the Commission is not looking for projects 

proposed by applicants). The entity needs to show a good understanding of the above 

intervention logic, the nature of social innovation, measures to promote it, as well as 

challenges ahead. It also needs to propose a consistent, well-structured approach regarding 

the EU-level actions in this field, as well as a sound internal work organisation.   

The Commission aims at establishing a list of entities, which: 

- are interested in implementing the ESF Social Innovation+ initiative on the 

Commission’s behalf, as described in section 3 of this call. 

- fulfil the eligibility and selection criteria  included in sections 6 and 7. 

- submit an application with sufficient quality, coherence and relevance against 

the criteria included in section 8. 
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The entities will be included in the list in the order of their merits. Commission intends to 

entrust the highest ranked entity to manage the Social Innovation+ initiative. This entails that 

the Framework Contribution Agreement and the annual specific contribution agreements 

(essentially in the form of annex D) will establish in details the terms and conditions of the 

implementation of the action for the whole programming period (2021-2027). In practical 

terms, the implementation period will continue until the end of 2030, so as to allow 

implementation, reporting and closure of activities financed from the 2027 budget. In case 

negotiations with the highest ranked entity will not lead to conclusion and signature of the 

agreement, the Commission can negotiate with other entities from the list, in the order of the 

ranking. 

 

3. FUNCTIONS AND TASKS TO BE CARRIED OUT BY THE ENTRUSTED 

ENTITY 

 

3.1 Work streams 

In line with the intervention logic of ESF Social Innovation+, the entrusted entity shall carry 

out two work streams:  

 Work Stream A: EU-level calls for proposals  

 Work Stream B: A European Competence Centre for Social Innovation 

 

The entrusted will prepare annually, in cooperation with the European Commission, a work 

programme covering both work streams. The work programme will be presented to the ESF+ 

Committee for guidance on priorities. 

 

Tasks under work stream A:  EU-level calls for proposals  

A central part of the ESF Social Innovation+ initiative will consist in launching EU-level 

calls for proposals aimed at supporting transnational projects facilitating, transfer and/or 

scaling up of social innovation. The entrusted entity will be in charge of the whole life cycle 

of implementing calls for proposals: drafting the calls, publishing the calls, receiving 

applications, evaluating applications, selecting projects to be funded, preparing and signing 

the grant agreements, financial management (payments, recoveries, audits), evaluating and 

publicising the results. 

The entrusted entity will have an opportunity to proactively propose pertinent types of calls 

as well as thematic priorities, notably drawing from the feedback from and exchange with 

stakeholders in the field. The decisions regarding the focus of the calls will be taken in 

accordance with the governance system described in section 3.2 of this call.  

For drafting calls and evaluating proposals which have thematic focus, the entrusted entity 

shall mobilise relevant substance expertise, so as to ensure relevance and quality of the 

operations. 
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The calls might cover different stages and support services in promoting scaling up of social 

innovation. In this respect, the calls can finance transnational projects, which for example: 

-   Build partnerships relevant for further testing, developing and validating social 

innovation products, services, practices and models with a view of making them more ready 

for scaling up.  

-  Conceptualise and validate new approaches, models, services, practices or products 

against available knowledge, taking into account results of relevant projects and actions 

across Europe. 

-  Match “demand” and “supply” by helping to roll out proven models, services, 

practices or products, in EU Member States, and EaSI participating countries8.  

-  Support cooperation, capacity building, mutual learning and communication of social 

innovation support structures, such as national competence centres for social innovation and 

EaSI National Contact Points. 

 

The level of funding and the number of funded projects will vary between the different 

project categories. Simplified costs options, such as lump sums based funding as well as 

financing not linked to costs, can be used as appropriate. 

As an indication, six to eight calls could be organised during the programming period, for a 

total EU funding of +/- 150 MEUR. Depending on the nature of the call, the number of 

projects selected for funding from one call to another can vary significantly and be between 5 

and 200. Similarly, depending of the type of call, the size of the EU funding per project might 

vary between 50 000 and 2 000 000 EUR. 

Under this work stream, the tasks of the entrusted entity will include the following:   

 As a first step, no later than 3 months after the signature of the Framework 

contribution agreement, the entrusted entity will present to the Commission a proposal 

for a transparent system of rules and procedures for funding and capitalising 

transnational projects, their output and impact (possibly with actions implemented 

under the work stream B). 

 Prepare guidance for applicants and beneficiaries (in English) for each call for 

proposals informing on the eligibility rules, the selection procedure and criteria, the 

modalities for implementation (e.g. reporting, payments). The guidance and its 

updates will be subject to Commission’s approval prior to their publication. 

 Organise ESF Social Innovation+ calls for proposals: the calls shall be transparent 

and duly publicised in all Member States and EaSI participating countries. Online 

assistance shall be offered to enable applicants from all parts of the EU to participate 

                                                           

8 The EaSI participating countries can cover in addition to the EU Member States: EEA countries, in 

accordance with the EEA Agreement; EU acceding countries, candidate countries and potential candidate 

countries, in line with the framework agreements concluded with them; third countries having signed an 

agreement to participate in the strand or a third country listed in the EaSI work programme, if necessary for 

the achievement of the objectives of an action. However, in the latter case, organisations established in such 

non EU country should in principle bear the cost of their participation. 
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in the calls. Unless duly justified, the first call for proposal shall be launched within 6 

months from the signature of the first specific contribution agreement. 

 Set-up an external experts’ panel to assess and rank project proposals and make 

recommendations concerning projects to be selected. These experts should cover 

relevant thematic and operational expertise (hence, the expert panel may differ from 

one call to another). The entrusted entity shall ensure that the external experts’ panel 

is gender balanced and geographically diverse (i.e. composed of nationals from 

different Member states) and does not give rise to any conflicts of interest. 

 Select the projects to be funded under the ESF Social Innovation+ taking into account 

the recommendations from the external experts’ panel. 

 Ensure financial management of the grants: reporting, payments, recoveries. 

 

Tasks under work stream B: A European Competence Centre for Social Innovation 

 

The entrusted entity shall create a European Competence Centre for Social Innovation 

(hereafter: the Centre). The centre shall pull together expertise which enables it to perform 

all pertinent tasks and draws from the social innovation knowledge across the EU.   

 

The Centre will provide build on the experience of the current communities of practice within 

the ESF transnational cooperation platform, which in the current format will end mid-20229, 

and expand them. It will collect, assess, develop, validate and disseminate suitable tools and 

methods for social innovation. It will harvest and showcase good practice cases and business 

models, up-scalable or transferable innovative solutions, including relevant results from other 

EU programmes and funding opportunities outside the ESF+.  

 

The Centre shall notably: 

 

- Support mutual learning between stakeholders and ESF/ESF+ Managing authorities.  

The Centre will continue to support transnational cooperation (currently structured in 

four Communities of Practice) between ESF managing authorities and relevant 

stakeholders, including the national Competence Centres for Social Innovation and 

the future EaSI National Contact Points EaSI (NCPs); this shall also cover third 

countries associated to the EaSI strand. This will include learning and capacity 

building seminars to support the scaling up and replication of innovative solutions.  

 

The Centre shall also support bottom-up approaches based on partnerships involving 

public authorities, the private sector, social economy and civil society, in particular 

community-led local development (CLLD)10. This may include input from consortia 

funded under the EaSI direct management strand and other European programmes. 

Concerning CLLD, the Centre will provide support to the European Commission, 

managing authorities and other ESF+ stakeholders with the programming, 

implementation and evaluation of CLLD strategies and projects. This may include 

                                                           
9 https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/transnational-cooperation  

10  https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/studies/2018/clld-under-erdf-esf-in-the-eu-

a-stock-taking-of-its-implementation 

https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/transnational-cooperation
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gathering data and project examples, monitoring ESF+ implementation and funding, 

liaising with other Directorates General and managing authorities of other funds 

(ERDF, EMFAF, EAFRD).  

 

 

- Support beneficiaries of European level calls 

Experience shows that projects yield better results if the project promoters are 

accompanied during the process of project implementation. In some cases, the 

implementation requires a well-structured EU level coordination and support service. 

The Centre will provide such support and organise mutual learning seminars for EU 

project promoters (e.g. between the projects around the same topic), thereby actively 

disseminating the information, knowledge and competences in the area of social 

innovation.  

 

- Support the wider social innovation community in Europe with data and information 

The centre shall pull together key data on the development of social innovation and 

related support schemes across the EU and EaSI participating countries. In addition, 

the Centre will serve as a communication and exchange platform for the European 

social innovation community, through organising events, publishing news, developing 

guidance and supportive material for stakeholders. To this end, it will be important to 

build synergies with other relevant EU actions in the field of social innovation, for 

example those initiated under the ESF+ EaSI strand, Horizon Europe and the ERDF 

and with relevant policy actions, such as the forthcoming “European Action Plan for 

Social Economy”. 

 

- Communicate on social innovation to stakeholders, to wider public and to policy makers 

(notably on the relevant ESF+ support). 

The Centre will regularly provide content to the European Commission’s ESF+ 

website on the Europa server. It will also use other communication channels including 

social media to spread information on its activities and to collect feedback from the 

stakeholders.  

 

The centre will also organise events and/or use other tools connecting social 

innovation stakeholders with each other and with policy makers with a view to 

facilitating mainstreaming of successful social innovations in public systems at 

appropriate levels of government. It will notably help to match “demand” and 

“supply” so that already developed products, services, practices and modelscan be 

tried out by authorities facing similar challenges. 

 

- Manage the Social innovation database  

The Centre will promote, maintain and update the social innovation database. This 

includes developing and uploading new content (news, events etc.), as well as 

ensuring a quality control, validation and formatting for content uploaded by involved 

stakeholders (notably the social innovations covered in the EU level calls and the 

social experimentations under EaSI calls). The IT functionalities of the database will 

be maintained by the European Commission. 

 

To implement this work stream, the entrusted entity shall: 
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- Within 2 months from the signature of the Framework Contribution Agreement, the 

entrusted entity shallpresent to the Commission a concrete plan for organising the Centre 

and mobilising pertinent expertise across the EU (recruitment and/or outsourcing);  

 

- Within 4 months from the signature of the Framework Contribution Agreement, present 

to the Commission a plan of activities related to: 

- Building on the current Communities of Practice on Social innovation, Employment 

Education and skills and Social inclusion for developing mutual learning. 

- Supporting beneficiaries of European calls,   

- Supporting  the wider social innovation community,  

- Communication, including the content management of the social innovation database 

 

The sequences of key activities in very early phase of these two work streams are illustrated 

in the following figure, which also shows the links to pertinent current activities: “The Social 

Innovation Community of Practice” and the projects building “National Competence Centres 

for Social Innovation” (NCC). The Annex B explains in more details the continuation of the 

work streams and related exercises, including monitoring of the results and performance. 

Both works streams will continue until the end of the 2021-2027 programming period, 

including the necessary time for implementing and closing the activities financed from the 

2027 budget. 
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3.2. Governance  

 

The entrusted entity will work in close cooperation with and under guidance of DG EMPL of 

the European Commission. The following governance elements will be used to contribute to 

strategic guidance and to the operational management of the initiative: 

 The ESF+ Committee will provide broad guidance on thematic priorities 

 An Advisory Board will be established to ensure a participative process in the steering 

of the initiative. The board will provide strategic guidance on implementation of the 

initiative and will include: 

 2 representatives of ESF Managing Authorities  

 2 national authorities competent in social innovation 

 2 representatives of networks or organisations supporting social innovation 

 2 representatives of the European Commission  

 2 representatives of the entrusted entity 
 

As a first step, the entrusted entity will set up a dedicated Secretariat for the indirect 

management of the initiative. It will carry out the day-to-day activities of the initiative, 

including the support to the governance. The Secretariat must have adequate infrastructural 

resources as well as professional competencies and appropriate qualifications necessary to 

implement the activities. The tasks of the Secretariat include, inter alia:  

 Preparing the above mentioned first plans of activities and later consecutive annual 

Work Programmes for the activities of both work streams;  

 Delivering day-to-day activities of the ESF Social Innovation+;  

 Preparing annual Implementation Reports on the activities 

 Supporting the organisation of meetings of the governance structure 
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3.3. Working languages:  

 

 The transnational calls for proposals will be published in English but also to be made 

available in other EU languages upon request. The applicants have the right to 

apply in one of the official EU languages, but a (machine) translation into English can 

also be requested. 

 The cooperation with the Commission and the ESF committee will take place in 

English. 

 Capacity building and expertise support for social innovation stakeholders, ESF 

managing authorities and for the national competence centers of social innovation will 

mainly take place in English, but interpretation services can be used as appropriate. 

 

3.4. Sub-contracting: 

The following key functions must be performed by the entrusted entity itself (the 

“secretariat”) and cannot be sub-contracted: 

- Drafting calls for proposals and tenders 

- Financial and administrative management of grant agreement and service contracts. 

 

 

4. TIME TABLE 

 

 

 Steps Date and time of indicative 

period 

a) Publication of the call for expression 

of interest 

July 2021 

b) Deadline for submitting expressions 

of interest 

04/10/2021 at 18.00  

CET 

e) Evaluation period (indicative) October – November 2021 

d) Information to applicants 

(indicative) 

November 2021 

e)  Signature of the agreements  Mid-2022 

 

 

5. BUDGET 

The total ESF+ budget earmarked for this initiative for the period 2021-2027 is set at 

approximately EUR 197 million. The availability of such a funding is subject to the adoption 
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of the annual budget and corresponding Commission’s yearly Financing Decisions. It is 

planned to complement this budget with some funding from the EaSI direct strand (max. 5% 

in addition), notably to cover for the participation of third countries associated to the strand. 

The budget may be further topped up from EaSI (beyond the 5%) only with an amendment of 

the Framework Contribution Agreement.  

The Commission expects to select only one expression of interest for the entrustment of the 

management of the ESF Social Innovation+ initiative. The Commission also reserves the 

right not to delegate to the entrusted entity the entire amount of the allocation available.  

The remuneration of the entrusted entity by the Commission for the implementation of the 

activities under this Agreement shall be maximum 7% of the final amount of eligible direct 

costs of the Action to be reimbursed by the Commission. This remuneration will comprise all 

eligible costs that while necessary and arising as a consequence of implementation, are 

supporting the implementation of the Action and are not considered part of the activities that 

the European Union finances, including corporate management costs or other costs linked to 

the normal functioning of the entity, such as horizontal and support staff, office or equipment 

costs. 

Article 18 of the General conditions for contribution agreements (see the general conditions o 

of the Framework Contribution Agreement template in Annex D of this call) gives the details 

of the costs that are eligible/ineligible for EU funding (both for direct costs and the 

remuneration).   

 

6. ELIGIBILITY and EXCLUSION CRITERIA  

Types of entities allowed to participate in the call 

Only public bodies formally involved in implementing national or regional operational 

programmes of ESF (programming period 2014-2020) are eligible to participate in this call 

(ESF managing authorities and implementing bodies). 

Applicants and affiliated entities11 will be requested to register in the Participant Register — 

before the signature of the FCA — and will have to be validated by the Central Validation 

Service (REA Validation). For the validation, they will be requested to upload documents 

showing their legal status and origin.  

 

Applicants which are subject to an EU exclusion decision or in one of the following 

exclusion situations that bar them from receiving EU funding can NOT participate12: 

 bankruptcy, winding up, affairs administered by the courts, arrangement with 

creditors, suspended business activities or other similar procedures (including 

procedures for persons with unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts) 

                                                           
11 Affiliated entities do not appear on the Application Form part A. However they can be added as participants to the form, 

with the explanation on consortium set-up in Part B (meaning applicants should use the standard denominators in E-

grant - “depends on” etc. - and explain in part B. 

12  See Articles 136 and 141 of EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&qid=1535046024012
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 in breach of social security or tax obligations (including if done by persons with 

unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts) 

 guilty of grave professional misconduct13 (including if done by persons having powers 

of representation, decision-making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are 

essential for the award/implementation of the agreement)  

 committed fraud, corruption, links to a criminal organisation, money laundering, 

terrorism-related crimes (including terrorism financing), child labour or human 

trafficking (including if done by persons having powers of representation, decision-

making or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the 

award/implementation of the agreement) 

 shown significant deficiencies in complying with main obligations under an EU 

procurement contract, grant agreement, prize, expert contract, or similar (including if 

done by persons having powers of representation, decisionmaking- or control, 

beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation of the 

agreement) 

 guilty of irregularities within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation No 2988/95 

(including if done by persons having powers of representation, decisionmaking- or 

control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the award/implementation 

of the agreement 

 created under a different jurisdiction with the intent to circumvent fiscal, social or 

other legal obligations in the country of origin or created another entity with this 

purpose (including if done by persons having powers of representation, 

decisionmaking- or control, beneficial owners or persons who are essential for the 

award/implementation of the agreement). 

Applicants will also be refused if it turns out that14:  

 during the award procedure they misrepresented information required as a condition 

for participating or failed to supply that information  

 they were previously involved in the preparation of the call and this entails a 

distortion of competition that cannot be remedied otherwise (conflict of interest). 

 

7. SELECTION CRITERIA 

7.1 Minimum experience required 

The applicant must meet the following criteria concerning minimum experience15:  

Criteria for minimum experience Reference in the 

application form 

7.A Experience in managing calls for proposals for 2.1. 

                                                           
13  Professional misconduct includes: violation of ethical standards of the profession, wrongful conduct with impact on professional 

credibility, false declarations/misrepresentation of information, participation in a cartel or other agreement distorting competition, 

violation of IPR, attempting to influence decision-making processes or obtain confidential information from public authorities to gain 
advantage. 

14  See Article 141 EU Financial Regulation 2018/1046. 
15 It is possible that certain actions fulfil the requirements both in 7. A and 7. B. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31995R2988&qid=1501598622514
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&qid=1535046024012
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transnational activities under the ESF 

- The entity has implemented at least two calls for 

proposals for transnational activities (funding 

projects with partners from more than one 

Member State) under the shared management of 

the ESF during the 2014 – 2020 programming 

period.   

- The calls have been published in at least two 

different years. 

- At least two of these calls have each funded 

minimum three transnational projects.  

7.B Experience in promoting social innovation: 

- The entity has implemented between the years 

2014 and 2020 specific actions to promote social 

innovation in the territory in which it implements 

the ESF. This must include at least the following 

dimensions of support: 

a) financial support for social innovation projects,  

b) capacity building for social innovation 

stakeholders,  

c) actions specifically bringing together and/or 

networking with different kind of social 

innovation stakeholders (public authorities, civil 

society, academia, private business or banking 

organisations). 

2.2. 

 

7.2 Financial and administrative capacity 

In accordance with Article 154(3) and (4) of the Financial Regulation, prior to signing a 

Framework Contribution Agreement, the selected entrusted entity’s systems, rules and 

procedures will be assessed (Pillar Assessment) in order to ensure a level of protection of the 

financial interests of the Union equivalent to the one that is provided for when the European 

Commission (hereinafter ‘the Commission’) implements the budget. 

 

8. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

The expressions of interest, which meet the eligibility and selection criteria will be assessed 

against the following assessment criteria: 

Assessment criteria Reference in the 

application form 

8.A Quality and coherence: (max 40 points, 

minimum 24 points) 

- Conceptual clarity, coherence and accuracy 

throughout the application, notably regarding the 

key concepts, such as “social innovation”, 

“scaling up the impact”, “community-led local 

development”, as well as regarding relevant EU 

funding and non-financial support. 

 

 

The whole 

application  
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8.B Relevance: (max 60 points, minimum 36 points)  

- Relevance of the indicated lessons learnt from 

implementing transnational activities 

2.1. 

- Relevance of the indicated lessons learnt from 

activities promoting social innovation 

2.2. 

- Relevance of the proposed work organisation and 

the systems of quality assurance.  

 

3.1. 

- Relevance of the proposed way to implement the 

European Competence Centre for Social 

Innovation  

3.2. 

- Relevance of the proposed communication plan 4. 

 

 

9. ASSESSMENT PROCESS   

Following the criteria of this Call, the expressions of interest will be checked against the 

eligibility and selection criteria. Those expressions which meet the eligibility and selection 

criteria will be assessed according to the assessment criteria of this Call.   

The assessment will be carried out by a selection panel consisting of staff members of the 

European Commission. Based on the results of the assessment, the expressions of interest 

will be ranked in a priority order. The final decision on the selected applicant and the ranking 

will be taken by the European Commission.   

All applicants will be informed about the decision taken.   

The selection at this stage will not constitute a binding commitment on the part of the 

European Commission to entrust the indirect management tasks to the selected entity.  

 

10. PROCEDURE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST   

Applicants wishing to be entrusted to implement the ESF Social Innovation+ initiative should 

fill in the application form provided in the Annex A of this Call.   

Before signing the Framework Contribution Agreement, the entrusted entity will have to 

confirm its compliance with the conditions for receiving EU funding (especially eligibility, 

financial and operational capacity, exclusion, etc.) by signing a declaration of honour (DoH). 

The application form is to be completed in English.   

The expression of interest should be submitted electronically to the following email address: 

EMPL-SOCIAL-INNOVATION@ec.europa.eu   

You may be asked at a later stage for further documents (for legal entity validation, financial 

and operational capacity check, bank account validation, etc). 

11. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST   

The deadline for submitting an expression of interest is: 4 October 2021, at 12.00  CET.   

mailto:EMPL-SOCIAL-INNOVATION@ec.europa.eu


 

18 

 

Expressions of interest submitted after the deadline of this Call will not be considered.   

 

12. CONTACT   

In case of any questions, please contact EMPL-SOCIAL-INNOVATION@ec.europa.eu   

Questions must be sent to the functional mailbox at the latest 7 calendar days before the 

submission deadline.  

ANNEXES:  

A. Application form 

B. Explanatory document: ESF Social Innovation+ Intervention logic 

C. Pillar assessment information document 

D. Framework Contribution Agreement and Specific Contribution Agreement templates 

 

mailto:EMPL-SOCIAL-INNOVATION@ec.europa.eu

