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Target 1 (good status or improving trend): not reached

• Little progress since 2010 
(light green)

• 1/3 of species & habitats not 
good and further deteriorating



Birds Directive: conservation status and trends

Deteriorating status for:
• 54 % farmland birds
• 17 % forest birds
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Status compared to 2015

• Good: -5 %

• Poor and bad: +7 %

Populations trends of breeding birds:
• 28 % increasing
• 30 % decreasing
• 30 % stable



Habitats Directive: conservation status and trends
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Status compared to 2015
• Good: -1 %
• Poor and bad: + 4 %

Status trends
- 9 % improving
- 36 % deteriorating
- 21 % unknown 



Natura 2000 & conservation status

• Highly covered habitats (>75 %) show more 
improvements and less deterioration

• Full potential of the network not yet achieved
• Lacking management practices

• 27,852 sites
• 1,358,125 km2

• 18 % of land cover; 10 % of sea cover

Uneven coverage of species and habitats

• Plants: 90 %
• Birds: (breeding) 48 %
• Forest habitats 56 %
• Marine species: 43 % (mammals), 4 % (turtles)



Protect
Restore
Benefit: NBS



Restoration

Restoration of habitats and species

• Improve status and trends

• (Re)-create lost areas of habitats 
(quantity)

• Improve condition (quality)

• For example – Annex I carbon-rich 
habitats

• Minimum 9 000 km2 to be recreated

• Minimum  118 000-189 000 km2 to 
be improved



Forestry

Alien invasive species

Agriculture (pollution; practices 
with impact on soil BD)

Illegal killing and hunting

Alteration of water regimes

Urbanisation and leisure
Fragmentation

Climate change

Agriculture (abandonment of 
grasslands & intensification)

No restoration (quantity and quality) without addressing pressures
(beyond ‘protected areas’)



Addressing pressures: conservation measures

• Nearly 20 % are targeted 
agricultural activities

• Improvements mostly 
local

• Measures need to be 
scaled up!

Over 6,000 targeted conservation measures: 
mostly to maintain or restore status

Measures taken to restore the status Measures not taken
Measures taken to maintain the status Measures not needed



A holistic approach to 
biodiversity



EU climate law, fit for 55 package and the journey to net zero

Source: COM(2021) 554 final



Harvested wood products

Agricultural soils

Other agriculture

Cropland/grassland

Other LULUCF

Manure management

Enteric fermentation

Forest land

Emissions 2019: AFOLU 
sector 136 Mt from carbon
neutral (2035 target)

Removals 2019: LULUCF 
60 Mt short of 2030 
target of - 310 Mt

Emissions/removals in agriculture, forestry and land use sector. Mt CO2-eq/year

Still a way to go on emissions and removals 



Knowledge at the heart of 
progress to 2030



14

Coordination of in situ 
EIONET data across 

services

Implementation of 
European and local land 

monitoring 

Key user of Copernicus Data 
and Information Products

A new frontier of monitoring



Digitalisation to serve biodiversity objectives



EEA strategic investments supporting biodiversity objectives

• Networking and partnerships 

• Digitalisation

• Trusted and agile communication 

• Science-policy interface

• Knowledge development towards SOER 2025 and 
beyond

• Learning and competencies 



• First climate-neutral continent, incl. Adaptation Strategy

• Biodiversity Strategy 2030

• New Circular Economy Action Plan

• Zero pollution strategy

• Farm to fork strategy

• Just transition

• Sustainable European Investment Plan

• Future ready economy – new industrial strategy

Goodbye “climate change vs/or/and also biodiversity”

- The political, economic, investment, …, priority for Europe
- Strong systemic transitions logic
- Link with sectoral policies
- Interconnected
- Longer time horizon
- Social dimension
- Innovation, digitalization
- Governance agenda

Ambitious, innovative, interconnected, systemic



Thank you
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