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May 2021 

Happy European Natura 2000 Day!  

On 21 May, let’s highlight and celebrate the benefits that our Natura 2000 sites and protected areas bring to 

people and the planet! Months of confinement have reminded us that nature is not only essential for the 

ecosystem services it provides us with, or our society’s ability to cope with the climate emergency, but also 

for our health and well-being: even a short walk in nature reduces stress, improves our mood and lowers 

our blood pressure. Nature is our vital ally and we need to value, protect and restore it.  

Watch the new video and join in the celebrations using the #Natura2000 or #Natura2000day hashtags. You 

can also learn more about the European Natura 2000 Day here. 

In this edition:   

 Events calendar: new networking events announced for 2021 

 Meeting reports 

 Other news  

 

For all our latest information, visit our NaturaBioGeo wiki  

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this newsletter, please do contact us 

at natura2000platform@wur.nl  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBh__ezWtS0
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/EUnatura2000day/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
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Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

Following our invitation for proposals in February 2021 several events have been granted support, and 

more are expected to be announced during the coming months:  

 Disentangling the complexity and variability of Mediterranean temporary ponds (habitat type 3170) 

across the European Union, 28-30 September 2021, Italy 

 Atlantic and Continental Natura 2000 sites as migration hotspots, 7-8 October, Ireland 

 Back to the past: is Brown Bear returning?, 14-15 October, Portugal  

 The effects of observer variation on field monitoring data and integrating new technologies for 

monitoring in Natura 2000 site management, October 2021, Croatia  

More information on each event will become available shortly; look out for updates through our wiki. 

 

First Birds@Farmland  workshop, online, 25 June 2021 

Many farmland bird species have undergone major declines over the last decades. Their conservation is an 

obligation under the Birds Directive and is essential to the success of the EU Green Deal and the 

Biodiversity and Farm to Fork Strategies. It will also contribute to the achievement of a greener and more 

sustainable Common Agricultural Policy that is safer for biodiversity and people.  

The new Birds@Farmland initiative of the European Commission aims to support all Member States in 

conserving wild birds living in agricultural landscapes. In collaboration with all concerned stakeholders and 

authorities, it will develop 20 farmland bird conservation schemes in 10 Member States (Austria, Bulgaria, 

Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Portugal , and Spain) based on suitable 

agricultural and land management practices. The conservation schemes will then be available for 

implementation or adaptation in any Member State through its own policy tools, in particular those focused 

on agriculture (e.g. CAP strategic plans and suitable programmes).  

The first EU workshop organised in this context will serve as an important step in raising awareness and 

actively involving relevant actors (including competent authorities, NGOs, and farm advisory services, as 

well as farming, hunting, and landowners associations) in the initiative. The workshop’s goal is to inform 

about the progress of the Birds@Farmland initiative, discuss its approaches and preliminary results, and to 

elaborate the best options to draft efficient and attractive conservation schemes to protect and restore 

farmland birds in the EU, building on the experience of all EU Member States.  

The workshop will be held in English and is organised on behalf of the European Commission. In order to 

register for the event, please follow this link. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://newsletter.umweltbundesamt.at/Event/BirdsFarmland-Initiative-EU-Workshop
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rd

 Alpine seminar, 8-11 September 2020 

As previously reported, the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), with support from the 

European Commission, hosted the third Natura 2000 seminar for the Alpine biogeographical region, from 8 

to 11 September 2020. This meeting was the first Natura 2000 biogeographical seminar to be hosted online 

and was attended by up to 115 participants.  

 

Photo: Participants of the Third Alpine Seminar, Source: NatureBureau 

 



The seminar focused on knowledge sharing and action planning: besides larger plenary sessi ons and 

presentations, it included 20 facilitated sub-group meetings, a knowledge market and additional facilitated 

discussions between all participants to develop and update the road map for cooperation in the Alpine 

region. Despite the online conditions, most participants appreciated the facilitated workshops, the 

interactions with new media, films prepared by the Swedish host, and the online polls which created a lively 

atmosphere.  

The full report will shortly be available online here and on our wiki. 

Documents f rom previous Alpine seminars can be found here 

 

Assessment and management of Natura 2000 freshwater habitats, 9-11 November 2020 

Following-on from a cross-regional workshop in Hungary in 2017, concerted efforts have been made to 

develop a network of freshwater habitats specialists across EU Member States to help tackle key generic 

issues associated with Natura 2000 freshwater habitats and find ways to increase synergy between Natura 

2000 and Water Framework Directive monitoring and management. This online November 2020 workshop 

allowed 45 freshwater specialists to develop a roadmap for technical collaboration on ecological rationale 

and effective management processes for the achievement of favourable conservation status of freshwater 

habitats listed in the Habitats Directive.  

Presentations from the event and the event report can be found here.  
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/the_third_alpine_biogeographical_seminar.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_exchange/28_document_library_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/more_integrated_implementation_nature_and_water_directives_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/assessment-and-management-of-natura-freshwater-habitats.htm


Development of standardised procedures for the assessment of pressures and threats to habitat types of 

Community interest, preparatory webinar for workshop 4, 12 November 2020 

The second Mediterranean Natura 2000 seminar, held in Limassol in November 2017, identified a number 

of weaknesses in the assessment of conservation status of habitat types of Community interest at a 

biogeographical scale. The Spanish Ministry for Ecological Transition (MITECO) therefore organised five 

monographic workshops to address these issues, held between November 2019 and April 2021.  

A webinar to establish the basis for the workshop was held on 12 November 2020. A webinar to establish 

the basis for workshop 4 was held on 12 November 2020. It aimed to establish and strengthen a working 

group composed of representatives of the Member States of the Mediterranean biogeographical region 

and committed to harmonising the procedures used to assess the effect s of pressures on, and threats to, 

habitats types of Community interest. There was a fruitful discussion around the different topics addressed 

through the webinar. The main conclusions were: There is a need for harmonisation among Member States 

on the criteria used to assess impacts of pressures and threats on habitat types conservation status; 

Quantitative criteria are essential tools to produce assessments (i) based on evidence, (ii) suitable for 

comparative analysis among territories and through time, and (iii) for establishing measurable objectives, 

entitled for further evaluations; Until now, expert judgement has been the main procedure to assess the 

impact of pressures and threats on habitat types. This judgement needs further training and should be 

based on verified evidence.  

A report f rom this webinar can be found online here.  

 

Baltic Natura 2000 sites as bird migration hotspots, 19-20 November 2020 

This networking event, organised by BirdLife Poland and the University of Gdansk, brought together 24 

Natura 2000 management experts and specialists. The aim was to review current management approaches 

in the region’s Natura 2000 sites, identify the precise gaps and needs for conserving migratory birds; and 

elaborate management practices that can be introduced into the Natura 2000 system along the entire 

length of the East Atlantic Flyway in the EU.  

Presentations from the event and related documents can be found here. A report will soon be available. 

 

Third Mediterranean Natura 2000 seminar, 4-7 May 2021 

The third Mediterranean seminar, kindly hosted online by Sila National Park and the Region of Calabria, 

gathered around 125 participants. Speakers and participants addressed four main issues relating to setti ng 

restoration priorities and a restoration agenda for the region; defining site specific conservation objectives 

and monitoring the efficacy of measures; tackling land abandonment; and offering improved capacity 

building to Natura 2000 managers.  

Despite the fact that the seminar had to be online, movies from various protected Natura 2000 sites 

provided a flavour of the beautiful Calabria region. The seminar had also a wealth of presentations for 

knowledge sharing and exchange of ideas for conservation strategies. The seminar included 18 facilitated 

sub-group meetings for in-depth discussions. During a knowledge market seminar participants enjoyed 

brief introductions to more than 30 initiatives and LIFE projects from the region. The seminar closed after 

an ultimate facilitated discussion allowing participants to contribute towards action planning by 

recommending next steps for cooperation on Natura 2000 in the Mediterranean region.  

A brief summary report has been shared with all participants and is available here. The presentations and 

full report for this seminar will soon be uploaded too.  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/third_mediterranean_seminar.htm
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The 2022 Natura 2000 Award takes off: spread the word and get the recognition you deserve!  

The European Commission has launched the 2022 edition of the Natura 2000 Award to recognise leading 

nature conservation achievements connected to Europe’s Natura 2000 Network of protected areas. This is 

your chance to showcase your hard work and positive impacts on the EU’s most valuable species and 

habitats, or encourage the stakeholders you are working with to do so! 

For its sixth edition, the categories of the Award have been updated in order to put more focus on 

conservation of marine and coastal areas. If you applied in the past, you can this time too: all types of public 

and private organisations who are involved in managing one or more Natura 2000 sites across the 

European Union can apply – from national authorities and environmental NGOs, to businesses, farmers 

and landowners, education institutions to media organisations, and even individuals. 

The application period runs from May to September 2021 and the Award Ceremony will take place in late 

May 2022, around the time of next Natura 2000 Day!  

Previous winners have benefited from the positive impact that winning the Award had on the profile of 

their organisation, recognition of their work, and increase in media attention. This allowed for increased 

stakeholder involvement, as well as networking opportunities with others working in the same field.  All 

applicants also benefited from having their work promoted on the Award website to a wide network of 

European organisations and citizens.  

Watch the dedicated space here or sign-up to the Natura 2000 Award Newsflash here to be kept informed.  

 

 

Handbooks and Guidance for Natura 2000 management 

Recently, two handbooks were prepared in support of Natura 2000 management in the framework of the E-

Bind project (Evidence Based Improvement of the Nature Directives). The handbook(s) are meant to assist 

all people and organisations involved in the implementation of the Birds and Habitat Directives. The 

handbooks cover two focus areas:  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/env/user-subscriptions/235/create
https://www.ecologic.eu/16287
https://www.ecologic.eu/16287


A. Improving the availability of data, information and knowledge on species, habitats and sites:  

1. Monitoring of species and habitat s within and beyond Natura 2000 sites  

2. Remote sensing techniques for the monitoring of Natura 2000 sites 

3. Data and information access 

B. Scientific support for successful implementation of the Natura 2000 network.  

The effectiveness of the Natura 2000 network and conservation successes have to be underpinned by 

sound scientific evidence in different areas, in particular:  

1. The effectiveness and impact of management and restoration measures 

2. Network coherence and connectivity 

3. Contribution of the Natura 2000 network to maintaining or improving ecosystem services  

The handbook(s) contains good practical examples, literature references and links to relevant websites.  

They are currently available on our wiki and will become available on other websites soon.  

 

 

Global Coalition #UnitedforBiodiversity 

EU Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries Virginijus Sinkevičius launched the Global 

Coalition “United for Biodiversity” at the Oceanographic Institute of Monaco on 3 March 2020 (World 

Wildlife Day). The Coalition calls on all world zoos, aquariums, national parks, botanical gardens, science 

and natural history museums to join forces to raise awareness about the nature crisis, ahead of the crucial 

UN CoP 15 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, to be hosted in China on 11-24 October 2021. It is also 

open to universities around the world, museums of all disciplines, natural reserves and protected areas 

such as the Natura 2000 sites.  

Institutions and organisations are invited to join the campaign and help spreading its timely and important 

message.  

For more information, please contact: ec-biodiversity-coalition@ec.europa.eu and cc 

gilles.doignon@ec.europa.eu. 

 

 

EU Green Week 2021: ZERO POLLUTION for healthier people and planet 

The EU Green Week 2021 will open on 31 May virtually from Lahti (Finland). The high level online 

conference will follow from 1 to 4 June. Partner events are already ongoing and are organised around 

Europe until 13 June. Green Week 2021 provides an opportunity to engage with all stakeholders and 

interested citizens on how we can work together towards a zero pollution and toxic-free environment. One 

of the highlights is the EU Action Plan toward a Zero Pollution Ambition of the European Green Deal. This 

plan aims to create a toxic-free environment across the EU by improving monitoring and reporting, and by 

preventing and remedying pollution from air, water, soil, and consumer products. Further information can 

be found here. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
mailto:ec-biodiversity-coalition@ec.europa.eu
mailto:gilles.doignon@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_pt#:~:text=The%20EU's%20zero%20pollution%20ambition,healthy%20living%20environment%20for%20Europeans.
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/


 

LIFE platform meeting on financing connectivity: Building the Trans-European Nature Network 

On 4 March 2021, the LIFE community of nature restoration practitioners hosted a webinar in which 

speakers looked at financing opportunities for connectivity currently available through several European 

Union funds and programmes, including: the Green Deal Investment Plan, Horizon Europe, funding under 

the common agricultural policy, European Regional Development Fund and Interreg Europe. 

Market-based mechanisms, public-private investments, corporate social responsibility and crowdfunding 

were also presented by an expert panel f rom the public, private and third sectors, including several LIFE 

project representatives.  

You can learn more about what was discussed or view a recording of the webinar here.  

 

    

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking events, as well as live postings from 

ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as LIFE+ projects or the work of organisations working toward s Natura 

2000 objectives. 
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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