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MAY 2021                                                                                                           

 

Welcome to this edition of the Natura 2000 biogeographical process newsletter, 

which follows up on Europe Day as our acknowledgement of achievements allowed 

for by peace and unity on our continent.  

 

This spring has started with several events aimed at supporting Member States in 

preparing their end-2022 pledges for the protected areas targets and for the 

conservation status improvement under the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030. 

Upcoming meetings will also largely focus on these challenging ambitions. 

 

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this 

newsletter, please do contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl  

 

In this edition:  

• Events calendar 

• Meeting reports 

• Other news 

  

For all the latest information, visit our NaturaBioGeo wiki 

mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=574153e64d#Events
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=574153e64d#Reports
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=574153e64d#News
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg


 

 

Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

 

 

 

 

The effects of observer variation on field monitoring data and integrating new 

technologies for monitoring in Natura 2000 site management, 23-25 May 2022, 

Zagreb, Croatia  

The workshop will focus on the collection of field data for monitoring. It will illustrate 

which aspects of our traditional methods of data collection provide the most reliable 

data and which can be improved by integrating new technologies. Field visits to 

protected sites, combined with demonstrations of remotely sensed data, will give a 

better understanding of data collection and its uses. The workshop will demonstrate 

how we can complement traditional field data with data from new technologies and 

Earth observation and provide timely feedback into the management of Natura 2000 

sites. Specifically, the workshop will explore the potential for incorporating 1) satellite 

data, e.g. from Sentinels 1 and 2 and from higher resolution platforms such as 

RapidEye, and 2) drone data, including LiDAR, hyperspectral and multispectral data. We 

will also look at the potential advantages of using phone apps to augment field data 

collection and aid the interpretation of remote images. 

 

The first part of the workshop was virtual on 15 November 2021. The following will take 

place live on 23-25 May in Croatia. Please keep an eye on this webpage or the Eurosite 

webpage. 

 

Photo: Doñana, Spain, Source: Carlos Sunyer 

The following events have been approved following the call made earlier 

this year. Later this year we will invite you to send us additional 

proposals, with a closing date in early September. 

So, watch out for a new call for proposals early summer! 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://twitter.com/BioGeoProcess
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/effects_of_observer_variation_natura_2000_site_en.htm
https://www.eurosite.org/events/5th-natura-2000-monitoring-workshop-part-2/
https://www.eurosite.org/events/5th-natura-2000-monitoring-workshop-part-2/


 

ASCOBANS' second workshop on management measures for small cetaceans in 

MPAs, 31 May to 2 June 2022, Helsinki, Finland 

This event follows up on the workshop held online on 18 May and 7-9 June 2021. It will 

build on its conclusions to further draft the set of conservation objectives and measures 

proposed for the management of MPAs hosting small cetaceans. 

Documents and presentations relating to the first workshop can be found here and the 

report is available here. 

If you would like to join the second workshop, please contact the ASCOBANS secretariat 

and find details on ASCOBANS’ webpage and our events calendar! 

 

 

LIFE ESC360 Final Conference: volunteering for conservation of protected species 

and habitats, 23 June 2022, hybrid, Martina Franca, Italy 

The LIFE ESC360 project started in 2018 and involved nearly 360 volunteers in the 

monitoring of protected habitats and species in the Italian Natura 2000 sites managed 

by Arma dei Carabinieri. 

The project’s final conference, to be held on 23 June 2022, will disseminate the project’s 

outcomes and focus on environmental volunteering, contribution of citizen science data 

to national monitoring programmes and impacts of the volunteering on the society. In 

addition, it will offer opportunities to network and exchange experiences with other 

projects, share best practices and encourage future initiatives. 

The event will be available in attendance or online. For more information on the project 

and to register for the Conference click here. 

 

 

Towards a migratory birds and sites road map: Boreal, Continental, Atlantic and 

west Mediterranean realms, 5-6 July 2022, Madrid, Spain 

This is the third and final event in a series of workshops focusing on bird migration 

hotspots along the East Atlantic Flyway. It follows on from the two successful events 

held in October 2021 for bird migration hotspots in the Atlantic and Continental regions 

and November 2020 for hotpots in the Baltic region. Another event, Protection of 

Meadow Birds, was held in November 2020.  

This meeting will take place in Madrid, and will also adopt a hybrid format, providing the 

opportunity to join online. Keep an eye on our events calendar and wiki for updates. 

https://www.ascobans.org/en/meeting/ascobans-workshop-management-mpas-small-cetaceans
https://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/document/ascobans_mpa-ws_report.pdf
mailto:ascobans.secretariat@ascobans.org
https://www.ascobans.org/en/meetings/workshops
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://www.life360esc.eu/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/central_atlantic_flyway_sites_migration_hotspots_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg


 

 

Restoring degraded landscapes through Green Infrastructure, October or 

November 2022, Portugal 

More information on this event will follow. Please keep an eye on our events calendar 

and wiki for updates this summer. 

 

Expert elaboration of a pilot action plan for a Mediterranean habitat type, Spain 

More information on this event will follow. Please keep an eye on our events calendar 

and wiki for updates. 

 

 

 

Photo: Fruit of the Scots pine, Pinus sylvestris, Source: NatureBureau 

 

 

Terrestrial and marine introductory seminars 

In December 2021 the introductory seminars were held for the pledge and review 

process, both for terrestrial and marine Natura 2000 regions. The purpose of the 

seminars was to provide information on the process and stimulate cooperation and 

interaction between Member States. Presentations from the events can be found here, 

and the reports will soon be circulated. 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/Introductory_biogeographical_seminars_terrestrial_and_marine_en.htm


 

Disentangling the complexity and variability of Mediterranean temporary ponds 

(habitat type 3170), 9-11 March 2022, Botanical Garden, Rome, Italy 

Transitional small wetlands and coastal forests are among the most degraded and 

threatened ecosystems in the European Union. This has resulted in many habitats and 

species in Mediterranean coastal areas having unfavourable, vulnerable or near 

threatened conservation status.  

This event, hosted by Sapienza University of Rome, took place at the Botanical Garden 

of Rome, Italy, on 9 - 11 March 2022. A wide audience of international experts had an 

opportunity to meet in a live setting and visit some important areas of the Lazio region 

to discuss the identification of one of the dominant vegetation communities of the 

Mediterranean temporary ponds (Isoëto-Nanojuncetea) during its vegetation period. 

They also observed some of the habitat's keystone species whose propagation is 

currently tested in the Botanical Garden of Rome (project LIFE PRIMED). 

Presentations from this event can be found here. The report will also be uploaded soon. 

 

 

Workshop on butterflies and EU Biodiversity Strategy targets, 29-30 March 2022, 

online 

Together with Butterfly Conservation Europe, the biogeographical process team 

organised a workshop on the implementation of the EU BDS 2030 targets for butterflies. 

The first part of this workshop consisted of a webinar open to all interested authorities 

and experts, focussing on key information for a good integration of butterflies under 

the two targets under the EU BDS 2030, such as Art 17 reporting and red listed species. 

Then, based on a pre-scoping of the most prominent issues for each Member State, the 

second part of the workshop brought together European-level experts and national 

experts from a given sample of Member States sharing similar challenges. They 

discussed in three regional workshops how to identify the priority species for the 

conservation status improvement target, the priority areas for the protection and 

conservation of butterflies in Europe as well as possible measures to take and how to 

include such measures in the pledge and review process.  

Further information can be found here, and the report will soon be available too. 

 

https://www.lifeprimed.eu/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/Mediterranean_temporary_ponds_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshop_on_butterflies.htm


 

Photo: Common marsh bedstraw, Galium palustre,  Source: NatureBureau 

 

Natura 2000 Day, 21 May 2022: 30 years of Natura 2000 

2022 is a special year as we celebrate the 30th anniversary of both the EU Natura 2000 

Network and the LIFE programme. The Commission once again invites you to celebrate 

the 21 May, the European Natura 2000 Day, by organising public events around this 

date dedicated to nature in Europe. Naturally, awareness-raising actions and 

communication efforts this year should focus on the key role of the Natura 2000 

Network in safeguarding biodiversity across the European Union over the past 30 years.  

You can register your events here and the dedicated EU Natura 2000 Day webpage will 

thus display events organised across the whole EU. 

This year, you can also promote your events through the official website for the 30 

years of the LIFE Programme where you can discover other upcoming initiatives 

organised within the framework of the 30th anniversary. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation and your efforts that will make the European 

Natura 2000 Day once again a success! 

 

EU Green Week, 30 May to 5 June 2022, hybrid: conference registration now open 

The Green Week hybrid conference opens on 30 May with a high-level debate on what 

happens to the EU environmental policy in times of crisis. The following day, three 

important aspects of the transformation – circular economy, zero pollution, and 

biodiversity, will be in the spotlight. 

 

The Directorate-General for Environment is organising a session on nature restoration 

targets under the Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 (session three, to take place in Brussels 

on Tuesday 31 May 2022). Participants will explore the multiple benefits we gain from 

healthy ecosystems and will look at how they can be realised through restoration 

actions. More information is available here. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/EUnatura2000day/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/c8d66d3c-9e37-6535-497e-f3ba86d86bf5
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/resources/logos.htm
https://www.lifeis30.eu/
https://www.lifeis30.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/events/session-3-biodiversity-nature-restoration-targets-2022-05-31_en


Throughout the week, partner events will be taking place across Europe and beyond. 

If you wish to attend the EU Green Week 2022 conference, please complete the 

registration form available here. 

 

 

Natura 2000 Awards: take part in the Ceremony on 18 May 2022 where the 

winners will be announced  

 

On 18 May 2022, the six winners of the 2022 edition of the Natura 2000 Award will be 

announced at the Natura 2000 Award Ceremony by Virginijus Sinkevičius, 

Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, and members of the jury 

including the Director-General of DG Environment and high-level representatives of the 

European Parliament, the Committee of the Regions, environment NGOs and European 

landowners. 

 

If you would like to attend the ceremony in person, please register via this link until 

Tuesday 10 May 23:59 CEST. 

 

The ceremony will also be transmitted live on: 

• EbS: https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/ebs/live/1 

• SCIC: https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/high-level-ceremony-for-announcing-the-

winners-of-the-natura-2000-award-2022 

 

Find out more about the 21 finalists from across the EU here. 

 

 

A simple monitoring app for Natura 2000 places: ButterflyCount app 

Butterflies have been monitored for decades as bioindicators for terrestrial ecosystems 

because of their key characteristics. Since the 90’s, several countries have been counting 

butterflies along fixed routes, called transects, to assess the population trends of 

butterfly species. The European Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (eBMS) gathers 

monitoring data from 23 countries and 28 Schemes involving almost all Member States 

and provides Butterfly Indicators for policy and conservation management. 

eBMS developed the ButterflyCount app to help recorders to easily register butterflies. 

You can count butterflies with the transect methodology; registering a fixed route on 

the website and visiting the site several times, or via the 15-min counts method; 

counting butterflies for 15 minutes within a certain area or at a fixed point. The app 

uses GPS to register the route and environmental variables, as you report the butterfly 

species and abundance. There is also the possibility to add comments, photos and 

more.  

https://eugreenweek2022.tw.events/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/events/european-natura-2000-award-ceremony-2022-05-18_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/natura-2000-award/current-edition/2022-application-and-selection-process_en#ref-2022-edition-jury
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/2022CeremonyRegistration
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/ebs/live/1
https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/high-level-ceremony-for-announcing-the-winners-of-the-natura-2000-award-2022
https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/high-level-ceremony-for-announcing-the-winners-of-the-natura-2000-award-2022
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/natura-2000-award/current-edition_en
https://butterfly-monitoring.net/
https://butterfly-monitoring.net/bms-schemes
http://www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
https://butterfly-monitoring.net/sites/default/files/Pdf/Manual/Butterfly%20Transect%20Counts-Manual%20v2_.pdf


You can find the ButterflyCount app available for iOS and Android and in more than 10 

languages, search by common butterfly names and even report other groups of insects 

to monitor, including moths, bumblebees, and dragonflies. This versatile method of 

counting is useful for volunteers but also for rangers needing to register several species 

on protected areas. The option of 15-min count is available for one species, allowing 

threatened species to be recorded. All data is sent to the eBMS website where it can be 

edited and downloaded directly in files.  

You can help Europe’s butterflies by using the ButterflyCount app to record your 

sightings by doing a 15-min count or transects anywhere! Find more information on the 

eBMS website, or watch this tutorial on YouTube: Introduction to ButterflyCount App - how 

to start 

 

 

Photo: Apollo butterfly Parnassius apollo, Source: Chris van Swaay 

 

Open public consultation on the revision of the EU Pollinators Initiative: 

contribute until 9 June 2022 

At the end of March, the Commission launched the open public consultation on the 

revision of the EU Pollinators Initiative, which remains open until 9 June 2022. 

You can find the announcement here, answer the questionnaire here, and provide 

feedback on the call for evidence here.  

 

 

https://apps.apple.com/ie/app/ebms/id1461711373
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.ebms&hl=en_GB
https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RrPsdrdLbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RrPsdrdLbk
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/news/biodiversity-commission-seeks-views-strengthening-actions-reverse-decline-pollinating-insects-2022-03-17_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13142-EU-pollinators-initiative-revision/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13142-EU-pollinators-initiative-revision_en


LIFE programme and Natura 2000: a new interactive map 

Since its creation in 1992, the LIFE financing programme has supported over 1,800 

nature and biodiversity projects in order to safeguard Europe's nature. Of the 27,000 

Natura 2000 sites, over 6,000 have been targeted so far by LIFE project actions at least 

once. LIFE has implemented many successful conservation measures for the habitats 

and species listed in the nature directives. 

An interactive web page has been developed to allow a large audience to figure out 

which Natura 2000 site benefitted from LIFE projects. The reader can use an interactive 

map, showing the number of sites funded by LIFE projects at European scale, and, when 

zooming in the map, see which site received a funding (the Natura 2000 sites where a 

LIFE project took place are showing in green, sites under the Birds and Habitats 

directives are shown in red and blue, respectively). 

A simple click on a site marked in green will show more information, including the list of 

LIFE projects. A LIFE project can take place in several sites and a site may have benefited 

from several projects. Also, when clicking on the list of LIFE project, you will get more 

information about the received funds, and a link to the project description page in the 

LIFE database. A general search tool allows finding a site by its code or name, and a LIFE 

project by its code.  

In complement to this interactive map, a set of iconic examples of LIFE projects have 

been selected, as an illustration of the diversity of actions carried out in this 

programme. 

 

 

LIFE Apollo 2020: Conservation of Parnassius apollo in Czechia, Poland and Austria  

Over the next eight years, this new LIFE project aims to reintroduce Parnassius apollo in 

three regions - the Sudetes, White Carpathians, and the Austrian Alps, where breeding 

farms will be established. Organisers will also host various activities including events 

and workshops related to Parnassius apollo and butterfly conservation in general. More 

transversal topics will also be addressed, such as CAP's influence on Apollo 

conservation and national implementation of EU Directives. 

This project is implemented through the effort of Polish, Czech and Austrian 

organisations working together: Karkonoski Park Narodowy, Klub Przyrodników, 

Institute of Botany at Polish Academy of Science, Vzdělávací a informační 

středisko, Český svaz ochránců přírody and the European Wilderness Society. 

If you are interested in being invited to the events and to the workshops please contact 

info@apollo-2020.life or message the project assistant from Poland 

directly: j.hava.kp.life@gmail.com 

https://discomap.eea.europa.eu/LIFE_and_Natura2000/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparnassius-apollo.life%2Fcontact&data=04%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7C9bbfb21910db4216c87208da132063be%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637843327669530646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SqhXTG1e4s7iBjxlcgP3wOnX9Ne9iotElzNTClGuLbU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:j.hava.kp.life@gmail.com


 

 

 
Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and 

networking events, as well as live postings from ongoing meetings. We also cover news from 

related projects such as LIFE+ projects or the work of organisations working towards Natura 

2000 objectives. 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 

Biographical Process Consortium is solely responsible for the content. Content does not 

represent the opinion of the European Commission, nor is the European Commission 

responsible for any use that might be made of information appearing herein. 

 

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is 

processed in line with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement. 
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