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July 2021 

 

Welcome to the July edition of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process 

Newsletter! 

In this edition:   

 Meeting reports 

 Other news, including nature tips for your vacation 

 

In the previous newsletter we announced several networking events which have 

been granted support, with more expected to be announced during the coming 

months. For the latest information, visit the NaturaBioGeo wiki  

 

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this 

newsletter, please do contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
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Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

Third Alpine seminar, 8-11 September 2020 

As previously reported, the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), 

with support from the European Commission, hosted the third Natura 2000 

seminar for the Alpine biogeographical region, from 8 to 11 September 2020. 

This meeting was the first Natura 2000 biogeographical seminar to be hosted 

online and was attended by up to 115 participants. 

The full report is now available online here and on our wiki. 

Documents from previous Alpine seminars can be found here. 

 

 

Third Mediterranean seminar, 4-7 May 2021 

During the third Mediterranean seminar, speakers and participants addressed 

four main issues relating to setting restoration priorities and a restoration 

agenda for the region; defining site specific conservation objectives and 

monitoring the efficacy of measures; tackling land abandonment; and offering 

improved capacity building to Natura 2000 managers. 

The seminar closed after an ultimate facilitated discussion allowing participants 

to contribute towards action planning by recommending next steps for 

cooperation on Natura 2000 in the Mediterranean region, and a brief summary 

report was published and advertised in our previous newsletter.  

The summary report is now available here, along with presentations from the 

event.   

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_exchange/pdf/Report_Alpine%20Seminar_2020.pdf
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/knowledge_exchange/28_document_library_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/third_mediterranean_seminar.htm
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Member States can now request a license to use the Natura 2000 logo on goods 

and services in their territory! 

 

The branding of sustainable products or activities related to Natura 2000 is of 

strategic importance to promote the benefits that Natura 2000 can provide to 

local economies. It will help build new partnerships between site managers, 

landowners, land users and local businesses, while enhancing support for the 

Natura 2000 network. 

 

Provided Member States request (and are granted) a free licence to do so, they 

can now use the Natura 2000 logo to improve the visibility of certain goods and 

services in their territory, in addition to using it to identify Natura 2000 sites and 

increase awareness about the Natura 2000 network in documents and 

publications. 

 

Conditions are set out in the standard licence agreement annexed to 

Commission Decision of 4 June 2021 regarding the licencing of the Natura 2000 

logo (2021/C 229/03), which you can access here. 

 

A webpage has been created in the section on the management of Natura 2000 

sites of the Natura 2000 website here. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2021.229.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2021%3A229%3ATOC
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/natura2000-logo_en.htm


EU Green Week 2021: ZERO POLLUTION for healthier people and planet 

 

The EU Green Week 2021 opened on 31 May virtually from Lahti, Finland. With a 

keynote speech from Commissioner for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, 

Virginijus Sinkevičius, it opened with a discussion on the EU Zero Pollution Action 

Plan, and offered fresh insights into how citizen-driven research and activities in 

the air, water and soil domains are working towards a zero-pollution future for 

Europe. The high level online conference then followed from 1 to 4 June. You can 

view the daily reports and conclusions here. 

 

Partner events were also organised around Europe until 13 June. Some of them 

are still ongoing. You can browse the full list of partner events here.  

 

 

Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity 

 

To support the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and associated action plan to 

protect nature and reverse the degradation of ecosystems, a Knowledge Centre 

for Biodiversity has been established to help: 

 

 track and assess progress by the EU and its partners, including in relation to 

implementation of biodiversity-related international instruments; 

 foster cooperation and partnership, including between climate and 

biodiversity scientists, and; 

 underpin policy development. 

 

You can find out more about the new Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity and 

keep updated with the developments here.  

  

https://greenlahti.fi/en/greenweek
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/partner-events
https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/eu-biodiversity-strategy-for-2030-1
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en#what-we-do


Handbooks and guidance for Natura 2000 management 

We previously reported on the publication of two handbooks, prepared in 

support of Natura 2000 management in the framework of the E Bind project 

(Evidence Based Improvement of the Nature Directives). The handbook(s) are 

meant to assist all people and organisations involved in the implementation of 

the Birds and Habitat Directives. 

 

The handbooks are now available on the Commission website “EU Nature 

Directive Publications” under “Other Documents”. To view them, please scroll to 

the bottom of the page here.   

 

 

Natura 2000 Awards 

In case you know of projects that would deserve EU recognition for their 

conservation, communication, socio-economic or transboundary achievements, 

applications for the European Natura 2000 Award began on 21 May, the 

European Natura 2000 day, and can be submitted until the end of September 

here. 

 

 

Nature tips for your vacations 

If you share our passion for Europe’s cultural and natural heritage, you may 

want to consult the web story map that the European Commission has recently 

developed with UNESCO to identify and explain the links and overlaps between 

UNESCO cultural heritage sites and Natura 2000. The Natura 2000 network is 

more than a refuge for Europe’s exceptional nature: it shares 3 million hectares 

with 83 UNESCO World-Heritage cultural sites and 25 natural sites. You can 

browse them by country or region and discover the most stunning locations 

near your hometown or the place where you plan to spend your holidays.  

Of course Natura 2000 is much more extensive and if you are interested in 

locating other sites, you can always find them here on the EEA’s website. 

 

https://www.ecologic.eu/16287
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/directives_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/EUnatura2000day/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/EUnatura2000day/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/index_en.htm
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23da701f92024182a81629235543ddcf
https://natura2000.eea.europa.eu/


You can also download the MyNatura2000 app. This app provides information 

about the protected areas of the Natura 2000 network and allows users to send 

pictures collected on each site, as well as provide overall feedback about the 

protected area. Another app to consider is the e-Natura2000 app, where you can 

enjoy the Natura 2000 quizzes, videos and much more news. 

As an appetizer, you can also watch our two new (very) short videos on the 

Natura 2000 network and the Natura 2000 award on DG ENV’s YouTube channel. 

 

Last but not least, the Natura 2000 newsletter turns 25 this summer! Published 

twice per year since 1996 and available in six languages, it provides readers with 

up-to-date information on initiatives on the Natura 2000 network and wider EU 

biodiversity policy. It reaches out to a very broad audience ranging from 

stakeholders to universities, libraries and interested EU citizens. The summer 

edition is coming up - so stay tuned! 

For the future, we are planning further exciting activities including guidance on 

sustainable tourism and Natura 2000 which will aim to reach out to major tourist 

guides and ensure that people continue to enjoy these remarkable wildlife 

treasures, without causing them harm. 

Meanwhile, enjoy Europe’s wonderful nature and have a lovely holiday! 

 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking events, 

as well as live postings from ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as LIFE+ 

projects or the work of organisations working towards Natura 2000 objectives. 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 Biographical Process 

Consortium is solely responsible for the content. Content does not represent the opinion of the European 

Commission, nor is the European Commission responsible for any use that might be made of information 

appearing herein. 

 

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is processed in line 

with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement. 

 

© European Union, 2021. Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged. 
Our mailing address is: natura2000platform@wur.nl     

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

https://digitalearthlab.jrc.ec.europa.eu/app/mynatura2000
https://www.europarc.org/news/2020/09/e-natura-2000-app/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zn631N3EzSg&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zn631N3EzSg&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8yRtoCw1L0
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/natura2000nl_en.htm
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/documents/BGP%20Privacy%20Statement.pdf
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=76bf9b7264&e=f3b96f1036&c=a59c42d6ae
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=76bf9b7264&e=f3b96f1036&c=a59c42d6ae

