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December 2021 

Season’s greetings and welcome to this edition of the Natura 2000 

biogeographical process newsletter. 

Time has come to launch an invitation to propose network events for the coming 

year! Check out details below, as well as information on upcoming and past 

events. Information is regularly updated on the platform and wiki. 

In this edition:   

 Invitation for networking event proposals 

 Events calendar 

 Meeting reports 

 Other news  

 

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this 

newsletter, please do contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl    

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/NATURABIOGEO/Working+together+for+Natura+2000
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl


 

Invitation for networking event proposals to be held in 2022 

As in previous years, we invite proposals for networking events to be held in 

2022 with support from the Natura 2000 biogeographical process. The deadline 

for proposals is 10 February 2022.  

Networking events traditionally address issues of transboundary concern 

related to habitat types and species conservation and management in the 

Natura 2000 network. In that case they must be linked to the agreed actions 

listed in the road maps for cooperation for the various biogeographical regions. 

Networking events must also be considered in light of the new EU Biodiversity 

Strategy to 2030: events supporting Member States in preparing their pledges 

for the target on protected areas and the target for status improvement and 

halting deterioration of protected species and habitats are highly welcome. 

Networking events can be proposed, hosted and organised by a Member State, a 

Natura 2000 management body, Natura 2000 landowners, a scientific institute 

or any other organisation involved in the management of Natura 2000. They can 

be either live, fully online or in a hybrid form. In some cases, they may be held 

back to back with another event or workshop dealing with a topic relevant for 

Natura 2000 or may comprise a site visit to study best practices for management 

of habitats and species. 

 

More details about networking events can be found here, including the 

application form. The selection of the proposals to be supported and notification 

of the proposers will take place by mid March 2022.  

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/invitation_for_networking_event_proposals_2022.htm
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Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

Disentangling the complexity and variability of Mediterranean temporary ponds 

(habitat type *3170), 9-11 March 2022, Rome, Italy 

This event will be hosted by Sapienza University of Rome at the Botanical 

Garden of Rome, Italy. Initially planned for autumn 2021, it has been postponed 

to 9 to 11 March 2022 which will hopefully allow a wider audience of 

international experts to meet live and visit some important areas of the Lazio 

region. 

They will discuss the identification of one of the dominant vegetation 

communities of the Mediterranean temporary ponds (Isoëto-Nanojuncetea) 

during its vegetation period, which usually begins in February. Experts will also 

possibly observe or participate in the translocation activities of some of the 

habitat's keystone species whose propagation is currently tested in the Botanical 

Garden of Rome (project LIFE PRIMED). 

To view the programme and register for this event see here.  

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/display/NATURABIOGEO/Working+together+for+Natura+2000
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://www.lifeprimed.eu/en/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIMjLBtj6KZmPI-BuCfvQSswQbtby-v92iyd5sEjE5GEusgw/viewform


EU-LIFE platform meeting on strictly protected marine areas, 22-23 March 2022, 

La Rochelle, France 

If you are involved in designation, management or monitoring of marine 

protected areas, in particular those strictly protected, you might find interest in 

attending the upcoming EU-LIFE platform meeting on strictly protected marine 

areas. 

 
Photo: LIFE platform meeting logo, Source: LIFE 

 

One of the expected outputs of the conference is a technical guidance document 

aiming to support managers in their implementation of strict protection. You can 

contribute to this document or to the presentations at the event here until 28 

January 2022. By end 2021, managers of marine protected areas are also 

welcome to fill in a survey to help better identify the challenges they are faced 

with when working on strict environmental protection. Download the survey 

under this link.  

The overall webpage for the event is here, the programme is available here and 

you can register from this webpage until 28 February 2022. 

 

https://www.eu-platform-meeting2022.fr/program/submit-proposal
https://www.eu-platform-meeting2022.fr/program/survey
https://www.eu-platform-meeting2022.fr/
https://www.eu-platform-meeting2022.fr/program/
https://www.eu-platform-meeting2022.fr/program/register
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Introductory seminars to the pledge and review process for the protected areas 

and the conservation status improvement targets, 9-10 and 14-15 December 

2021, online 

The introductory biogeographical seminars in relation to the EU biodiversity 

strategy to 2030 were just held online, on 9-10 December for all marine regions, 

and 14-15 December for all terrestrial biogeographical regions. They kick-off the 

pledge and review process for the 30% and 10% protected areas targets and the 

30% conservation status improvement target in the frame of the EU’s 

biodiversity strategy for 2030. 

The aims of the introductory seminars were: 

- To inform about the related guidance notes and intended unfolding of the 

pledge and review process for these targets; 

- To inform about the baseline and distance to targets at biogeographical level 

for both targets; 

- To share experiences on promising approaches, processes or strategies 

undertaken by Member States to achieve the targets;  

- To stimulate joint work on cross-border issues, e.g. on transboundary 

populations or connectivity. 

 

The seminars and the pledge and review process bring together experts 

delegated by Member States and representatives of stakeholder organisations 

at EU level. Member States are now expected to develop and submit their 

pledges in 2022. These will then be reviewed in biogeographical seminars from 

the end of 2022.  

https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/eu-biodiversity-strategy-for-2030-1
https://www.eea.europa.eu/policy-documents/eu-biodiversity-strategy-for-2030-1
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Presentations from the seminars can be found here.  

 

MED biogeographical process online meeting to kick-off upcoming transnational 

action, 23 November 2021, online 

As announced during the third Mediterranean seminar, the Spanish Ministry for 

Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge (MITECO) is working towards 

the continuation of the technical work that was conducted through the five 

Mediterranean workshops on harmonisation of procedures for monitoring, 

assessment and conservation of Habitat types of Community Interest. It 

triggered a meeting with representatives of Member States across the region to 

kick start transboundary collaboration in a new two-year project. 

The meeting highlighted the expected contributions of this initiative to the 

implementation of the Nature Directives as well as to that of the protected areas 

targets and of the non-deterioration and 30% improvement target under the EU 

Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/Introductory_biogeographical_seminars_terrestrial_and_marine_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/third_mediterranean_seminar.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/mediterranean_workshops_kick_off_meeting_20211123_en.html


Participants shared the MED workshops conclusions and roadmap and were 

presented with the main strands of actions envisaged for the new stage. This 

included the formulation of working groups on Drafting Habitat Action Plans 

(HAPs) and Improving Scientific Knowledge, whose objectives and possible work 

schedule were outlined. They contributed their first feedback on the preparation 

of a technical proposal for a potential European project, in order to continue the 

roadmap and results from the pilot action plan. 

Member States are warmly encouraged to contribute their input and experts to 

these upcoming phases: 

 Natura 2000 national contact points to confirm their support and 

commitment for the new steps; 

 Member States representatives and other participants from the MED 

workshops to actively participate in one or more of the working groups; 

 Experts in the habitat type(s) selected for the drafting of a pilot habitat 

action plan will later be invited to join the working groups; 

 Experts in the topics selected for the project 'Improving of Scientific 

Knowledge for the Assessment of the Conservation Status of HCIs' will 

also be invited to join the working groups later on. 

 

More information will be sent to national contact points and participants in the 

MED workshops to collect their feedback on next steps and future meetings. 

Experts and stakeholders are welcome to consult the conclusions of the five 

MED Workshops held to date and upcoming updates through a link that will be 

communicated shortly. 

 

 

Back to the past: is the brown bear returning?, 28-29 October 2021, Bragança, 

Portugal 

Hosted by Palombar (Nature Conservation and Rural Heritage Association), in 

partnership with AEPGA (Association for the Study and Protection of Donkeys), 

Bragança Council, Bragança Polytechnic Institute and ICNF (Nature Conservation 

and Forests Institute), this event brought together Spanish and Portuguese 

specialists, nature conservation authorities and relevant stakeholders – with the 

aim to increase cross-border cooperation and knowledge exchange on co-

existence with bears on the Iberian peninsula.  

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://www.palombar.pt/pt/
https://www.aepga.pt/
https://www.icnf.pt/


The meeting had the presence of the president of ICNF, Nuno Banza, and the 

participation, via MS Teams, of the Secretary of State for Nature Conservation, 

Forest and Land management, João Paulo Catarino, and of the Nature Protection 

Policy Officer with the European Commission, Sophie Ouzet. The meeting was 

attended live by over 70 people and by another 20 people online. 

The purpose of this networking event was to anticipate what will become an 

important conservation challenge to be addressed over the coming years: the 

potential return of European brown bears to the North of Portugal, and their 

coexistence with local populations. A number of presentations reviewed the 

current knowledge of the northern Iberia population of the brown bear, in order 

to provide a framework for the following discussions on what a future brown 

bear action plan for Portugal should contain. 

The discussions allowed for the launch of the foundations for a future action 

plan, and for the identification of the key areas that should be considered in its 

development. Public awareness, habitat restoration and the regulation of 

human activities came up as the top issues to be considered in the action plan. 

The majority of event participants recognised the possible return of the brown 

bear as an opportunity, and the overall result was very positive. 

Presentations from the event will soon be available here.  

 

 
Photo: The Secretary of State, João Paulo Catarino, speaking at the event. Source: Rui Rufino 

http://www.ursopardo.pt/


 

Central East Atlantic Flyway - Atlantic and Continental Natura 2000 sites as bird 

migration hotspots, 4-5 October 2021, online 

This online event was hosted by BirdWatch Ireland, assisted by the Royal Society 

for the Protection of Birds (UK) as well as the Polish Society for the Protection of 

Birds. It followed on from the two successful events held in November 2021 for 

bird migration hotpots in the Baltic region and for the Protection of Meadow 

Birds.  

 

More than 30 experts from eight countries assembled for this event, covering 

the part of the East Atlantic Flyway which overlaps with the Atlantic and 

Continental biogeographical regions, in order to prioritise each country’s Special 

Protected Areas and other protected areas deemed most important for bird 

migration. A list of LIFE-priority migratory species and a set of (quantitative and 

qualitative) criteria were used to select sites able to provide the highest return 

on an EU-funded investment, in the form of improving the state of migratory 

species and achieving the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 goals. 

The success of the previous Baltic networking event was partly reproduced, as 

experts from Great Britain and Germany have managed to shortlist the priority 

sites in their countries. For other countries, the selection process revealed some 

data and methodological flaws which impeded immediate obtention of the 

desired results. This will be addressed in the follow-up phase, in order to 

complete the assessment exercise.  

Despite the challenges, participants acknowledged the insightful character of the 

event, which demonstrated the possible ways forward for the flyway-relevant 

activities and for the entire process. Representatives of the EC Directorate-

General for Environment said that they saw the possibility for this work to feed 

into the policy work on the EU Biodiversity Strategy, and stated that with further 

development of the methods used at the workshop, Member States could have 

feedback from the East Atlantic Flyway initiative on their national action plans for 

the European Commission’s restoration programme. 

Presentations from the event are now available here, with the full report to 

follow soon. 

 

https://birdwatchireland.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/central_atlantic_flyway_sites_migration_hotspots_en.htm


 

Meeting of the steering committee for the Natura 2000 biogeographical process 

in the Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and Black Sea regions, 23 June 2021, 

online 

On 23 June 2021 a Steering Committee meeting was held. With representatives 

from the Continental, Pannonian, Steppic and Black Sea regions, eight countries 

in total participated as well as representatives of stakeholder organisations. 

During the meeting, participants revisited the roadmap for transboundary 

cooperation in their regions. They discussed the achievements and actions 

taken, as well as the outstanding actions. Based on the discussions, priorities 

were defined to update the roadmap and to prioritise actions from the existing 

list of ideas. The draft roadmap will soon be made available.  

 

 

ASCOBANS workshop on management of MPAs for small cetaceans, 18 May and 

7-9 June 2021, online 

This event was mandated by the 25th Meeting of the ASCOBANS Advisory 

Committee, jointly organised by the Finnish Ministry of the Environment, WWF 

Germany, WWF Sweden, Coalition Clean Baltic, the Natura 2000 biogeographical 

process and ASCOBANS. 

It went ahead online on 18 May and 7-9 June 2021, where participants reviewed 

experiences on best practice approaches to MPA management and to taking 

them beyond being paper parks. The workshop was highly interactive and 

participants and organisers have gone on refining its findings and defining 

expected follow-ups since.  

Documents and presentations relating to this event can be found here and the 

report is now available here.   

A follow up workshop is currently being prepared and is expected to take place 

in spring or summer 2022: look out for announcements on the events calendar! 

 

 

https://www.ascobans.org/en/meeting/ascobans-workshop-management-mpas-small-cetaceans
https://www.ascobans.org/sites/default/files/document/ascobans_mpa-ws_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm


 
Photo: Autumn lady’s-tresses, Spiranthes spiralis, Source: NatureBureau 

 

New European red list of birds released 

Birds have travelled our planet’s skies for millions of years, but their existence 

should not be taken for granted. Numerous species are in decline, and many will 

go extinct during our lifetime. This threat of extinction should not be taken 

lightly. In particular, because birds are indicator species: their health indicates 

the health of their environment. 

In a new report by Birdlife International, the European Red List of Birds, experts 

have reviewed the regional extinction risk of 544 bird species in Europe. The 

data was collected by thousands of experts and volunteers from all over Europe. 

The study’s findings are alarming, but there’s also hope, because the plight of 

Europe’s birds is entirely avoidable and what needs to be done in terms of 

policy, action and science is largely documented. 

 

Public consultation for the evaluation and revision of the EU action plan against 

Wildlife Trafficking 2016-2020 

This public consultation invites citizens and organisations to provide evidence 

and give views on the effectiveness, efficiency, coherence, relevance and EU 

added value of the action plan. It will also prepare the ground for the planned 

revision of the action plan.  

The deadline for participation in the consultation is 28 December 2021. The 

result of this publication will be summarised and published on the “Have your 

say” website. 

 

https://www.birdlife.org/
https://www.birdlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BirdLife-European-Red-List-of-Birds-2021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12117-Wildlife-trafficking-EU-action-plan-evaluation-/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12675-Preventing-illegal-trade-in-wildlife-revision-of-EU-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12675-Preventing-illegal-trade-in-wildlife-revision-of-EU-action-plan_en


On #TheGreenTrack: a campaign for young citizens on nature and biodiversity 

This campaign, to be implemented in spring 2022, aims to encourage young 

people to contribute to the debate on a new global accord for nature and people 

– post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework – that will be agreed at the UN 

Biodiversity CBD COP15 Conference. The campaign will collect ideas about how 

to make this framework a reality in the EU and help to create an action plan to 

protect and restore our natural world in the next decade. 

A call for events has been launched, inviting young citizens and youth 

organisations across the EU to contribute to the debate on the future of our 

planet and biodiversity in a meaningful way - by organising events that will be 

implemented between March and May 2022. All details are provided on the call 

page #TheGreenTrack. 

 

 

LIFE ENABLE: creating the European Nature Academy for Applied Blended 

Learning 

Following the success of LIFE e-Natura2000.edu, whose team presented their 

app at the third Alpine seminar in 2020, a new project has been created, known 

as LIFE ENABLE.  

This three-year project aims to build practical nature management capacity 

among Natura 2000 and Protected Area managers. It will equip individuals and 

their organisations with the competencies they require to meet the challenges 

and opportunities of nature management in the coming decade. It will establish 

an enabling framework to create a training system for professional development 

that contributes to ensuring progress towards the realisation of the objectives 

and ambitions of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and underpinning policies. 

This new project will create a European training system called the European 

Nature Academy as the means to develop further training projects and capacity 

building programmes at a pan-European scale. The goal is to deliver widely 

accessible and tailor-made learning experiences for Natura 2000 managers. Find 

out more about this new LIFE project here.   

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/thegreentrack_en
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/life-e-natura2000-edu/
https://www.europarc.org/news/2020/09/e-natura-2000-app/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/life-enable/


Good practice in mountain grassland management compiled into a booklet 

In April 2021, LIFE OREKA MENDIAN published a booklet of good 

practices showcasing 31 inspiring examples for the sustainable management of 

mountain grasslands gathered across 18 European countries. These good 

practices aim to inspire farmers, breeders and other local actors to increase the 

biodiversity of mountain grasslands, tackle climate change impacts and better 

market their products, among many others. 

The full report has now been published in three languages (English, French and 

Spanish). The report provides: 

 A complex picture of what mountain grasslands in Europe represent in 

2021 and the main challenges they face; 

 An analysis of the most relevant policies related to mountain grassland 

management at European level and in some European countries, and; 

 17 recommendations to support both the continuation of good practices 

in the field and their transferability to other places.  

 

 

Natura 2000 and World Heritage Common Areas 

Natura 2000 is much more than a refuge for endangered species and rare 

habitats. It is also a precious collection of vibrant ecosystems and an expression 

of our rich and diverse cultural heritage. The UNESCO World Heritage 

Convention adds sites of outstanding universal value to the World Heritage List if 

they meet one of more of the cultural and natural criteria. Sites that contain 

areas of both natural and cultural significance can be listed as a mixed site.  

This virtual map displays overlapping Natura 2000 and World Heritage natural 

sites, alongside cultural sites within a distance of 2km of Natura 2000 sites.  The 

map complements the report Natural and Cultural Heritage in Europe: Working 

together within the Natura 2000 network.  

 

Brochure on the use of the Natura 2000 logo 

We recently reported on the use of the Natura 2000 logo on goods and services. 

There is now a related brochure available for download here.  

 

http://www.lifeorekamendian.eu/
http://www.lifeorekamendian.eu/en/booklet-of-goog-practices/
http://www.lifeorekamendian.eu/en/booklet-of-goog-practices/
https://www.euromontana.org/en/mountain-grasslands-oreka-mendians-report-and-recommendations-out/
https://whc.unesco.org/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23da701f92024182a81629235543ddcf
https://op.europa.eu/fr/publication-detail/-/publication/451f788f-de79-11e9-9c4e-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/fr/publication-detail/-/publication/451f788f-de79-11e9-9c4e-01aa75ed71a1
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/natura2000-logo_en.htm
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b96f25a0-3608-11ec-bd8e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-242159781


 

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking events, as well as 

live postings from ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as LIFE+ projects or the work of 

organisations working towards Natura 2000 objectives. 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 Biographical Process Consortium 

is solely responsible for the content. Content does not represent the opinion of the European Commission, nor is the 

European Commission responsible for any use that might be made of information appearing herein. 
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