
 
Photo: Red grouse, Lagopus lagopus scotica, Source: Conor MacLeod  

 

Welcome to this edition of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process Newsletter! This 

autumn we see a lot of interesting events and meetings, particularly around Natura 

2000 management and conservation of species. In this newsletter we list some relevant 

meetings. We also present reports from past events, and other information is available 

at our Natura2000 Wiki! 

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this newsletter, 

please do contact us at natura2000platform@wur.nl     

 

In this edition:   

• Event calendar 

• Meeting reports 

• Other news  

 

For all our latest information, visit our NaturaBioGeo wiki 

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/yAbZJg


 
Photo: Four-spotted chaser, Libellula quadrimaculata, Source: NatureBureau 

 

Reminder: Your chance to come up with networking events and to further support 

progress towards the EU Biodiversity strategy targets! 

 

We invite organisations and Member States to get in touch with us about proposals for 

networking events in support of the 30% protected areas targets or the 30% status 

improvement target. 

We would welcome such networking events to take place from autumn 2022 onwards and to 

focus on species and habitats groups which, despite being on the Annexes of the Habitats 

Directive, tend to be only seldom discussed by experts and practitioners at transboundary 

level. Such groups include, for example:  

• terrestrial mammals (other than bats and large carnivores) 

• amphibians and reptiles 

• freshwater fishes 

• invertebrates (groups such as dragonflies, beetles, grasshoppers, etc.) 

• vascular plants and bryophytes 

• habitat types in need of conservation improvement on an EU-wide scale 

 

Support in communication, organisation and logistics as well as limited financial support can 

be provided by the European Commission via the consortium for the Natura 2000 

Biogeographical Process.  

Your hosting of such a networking event will help increase attention on such neglected 

species and habitats. In parallel, we remain open to alternative suggestions for events with 

a different thematic focus. 

There is no specific deadline, but we do welcome events that can still be planned this 

autumn. 

You can find more information and download an application form from our wiki, or on our 

platform. Additionally, please email natura2000platform@wur.nl for further information. 

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/yAbZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/invitation_for_networking_proposals_2022.htm
mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl


Towards a migratory birds and sites road map: Mediterranean and Macaronesia 

Natura 2000 Sites as Bird Migration Hotspots, 10-11 October 2022, Madrid, Spain 

Many birds that breed in Northern Europe migrate to Africa through the Mediterranean 

region of the East Atlantic Flyway, and the birds that use this route rely heavily on 

Natura 2000 sites for breeding, wintering, feeding, and resting. Unfortunately, the 

conservation status of a high number of migratory birds is negative and decreasing 

annually. As migratory bird populations cross borders, their welfare is an international 

issue which is highlighted in the Birds Directive.  

This event is organised by the Spanish Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the 

Demographic Challenge and SEO/BirdLife and supported by the European Commission, 

OTOP and RSPB. The networking event will bring together Natura 2000 management 

experts and specialists from the Mediterranean and Macaronesia countries to review 

current management approaches in their Natura 2000 sites, and to identify the exact 

gaps and priority actions needed to improve the conservation status of the most 

threatened migratory bird populations that use the sites as stepping-stones in their 

migration by breeding, resting, and feeding, roosting, and using as wintering places. 

 

 
Photo: Dunlin, Calidris alpina, Source: Michele Lamberti 

 

This is the third and final event in a series of workshops focussed on better managing 

the hotspots that are essential for migratory birds, with the first two held in November 

2020 and October 2021. It is planned for 10-11 October in Spain and will be a hybrid 

event offering the opportunity to join either in person or online.  

You can register for this event here until 3 October.  

A provisional programme can be found on our wiki events calendar. 

 

Further updates can be found on our wiki or by following our Twitter account. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/baltic-n2000-sites-as-migration-hotspots.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/central_atlantic_flyway_sites_migration_hotspots_en.htm
https://forms.office.com/r/WyQFvcn9k5
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/yAbZJg
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/yAbZJg
https://twitter.com/BioGeoProcess


 
Photo: Giant tachinid fly, Tachina grossa, Source: NatureBureau 

 

Assessment of current and future Invasive Alien Plant Species in European coastal 

dune ecosystems, 19-21 May 2022, De Panne, Belgium 

This workshop followed up on the international workshop on the management of 

coastal dunes and sandy beaches held in Dunkirk in June 2018. It was hosted by the 

Flemish Nature and Forests Agency (ANB) and organised by the LIFE project DUNIAS 

(DUNe restoration by tackling Invasive Alien Species, LIFE20 NAT/BE/001442). 

The workshop produced interesting conclusions after having performed a horizon scan 

of alien species that could become invasive in protected dune habitats in the next 

decade and examined protected eco-series (dune scrub and woodland, embryonic 

dunes, mobile sand dunes, dune grassland and tidal salt marsh). It also discussed 

prioritisation of systematic management for established invasive plants 

Find out more about the workshop conclusions and the management case studies that 

were presented here.  

 

The effects of observer variation on field monitoring data and integrating new 

technologies for monitoring in Natura 2000 site management, 23-25 May 2022, 

Zagreb, Croatia 

After Part 1 of the workshop was held online on 15 November 2021, participants 

discussed live which aspects of our traditional methods of data collection provide the 

most reliable data and which can be improved by integrating new technologies. 

The workshop demonstrated how data from new technologies and earth observation 

can complement field data and provide timely feedback on the management of Natura 

2000 sites. More specifically, the workshop explored the potential for incorporating: 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/announcement_dunkirk_event.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/announcement_dunkirk_event.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/invasive_alien_plant_species.htm


- Satellite data, e.g. from Sentinels 1 and 2 and from higher resolution platforms 

such as RapidEye; 

- Drone data, including LiDAR, hyperspectral and multispectral data. 

- Field observations and the role of citizen science 

 

Participants also looked at the potential advantages of using phone apps to augment 

field data collection and aid the interpretation of remote images. 

The workshop report is currently being prepared and will be available here soon. 

 

 
Photo: Large-flowered hemp-nettle, Galeopsis speciosa, Source: Jan Helebrant  

 

SERE Conference on Ecological Restoration 2022, 5-9 September, Alicante, Spain 

At this moment the 13th European Conference on Ecological Restoration (SERE 2022) is 

about to start. It will be held in Alicante, Spain, on 5-9 September, and will offer the 

opportunity to foster exchanges between managers, decisionmakers, policymakers and 

academia across Europe. Experts from different restoration sectors (forests, wetlands, 

rivers, agroecosystems, marine areas, urban environments, extractive industries, etc.) 

will also be able to learn from each other.  

European Commissioner for the Environment Virginijus Sinkevičius is set to give a 

virtual welcome address. Several LIFE projects are featured in the conference 

programme, both CINEA and NEEMO are present and will cover the LIFE programme, 

with practical examples of EU funding supporting nature restoration. 

Sessions will be streamed for those who cannot attend in person. More information can 

be found here. 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/effects_of_observer_variation_natura_2000_site_en.htm
https://sere2022.org/


LIFE Apollo2020 Conference, 19-21 September, Jelenia Góra, Poland 

The LIFE Apollo2020 (LIFE20 NAT/PL/000151) project’s kick-off conference is set to take 

place on 19-21 September in Jelenia Góra, Poland, with the option to join online also.  

This event will offer butterfly experts and other interested parties the opportunity to 

exchange ideas, network and learn about the latest findings in the broad field of 

science, ecology and innovation for Apollo butterfly (Parnassius apollo) conservation in 

Central Europe. The conference programme includes interactive workshops, 

demonstrations by tracking dogs and excursions to breeding stations and habitats. 

Registration for on-site participation is now closed but you can still sign-up to join the 

event online. More information on the event can be found here. 

 

Eurosite Event: Grazing Study Tour, 3-5 October 2022, The Netherlands 

Eurosite, in cooperation with members Natuurmonumenten, Staatsbosbeheer (Dutch 

Forestry State Service) and the Polish Society for the Coast (EUCC Poland) are hosting 

the first Grazing study tour, to take place in the Netherlands from 3-5 October 2022.  

This event is intended for site managers and others interested in the role of grazing in 

natural site management, with a focus on grazing developments in different nature 

reserves in the Netherlands. Part of a series of events related to grazing in 2022 and 

2023, this first event in the Netherlands will be followed by a live tour in Poland next 

year,  

Find out more information here. 

 

12th IUCN UK Peatland Programme Conference, 4-6 October, Aberystwyth, United 

Kingdom 

Registration is now open for the 12th IUCN UK Peatland Programme conference, which 

will take place in Aberystwyth on 4-6 October in partnership with LIFE Welsh Raised 

Bogs (LIFE16 NAT/UK/000646), Natural Resources Wales, Marches Mosses 

BogLIFE (LIFE15 NAT/UK/000786) and Pennine PeatLIFE (LIFE16 NAT/UK/000725).  

This conference presents opportunities for policy makers, scientists, land managers and 

practitioners from different disciplines to share their knowledge, experience and 

enthusiasm of peatland conservation and management. Topics include: progress made 

towards UK Peatland Strategy goals; scaling up delivery of restoration; update on key 

peatland topics; natural capital and innovative investment; evidence and priority 

research needs; and restoration challenges. The conference includes field trips to 

surrounding peatlands.  

You can view the preliminary programme and find the link to register here.  

https://parnassius-apollo.life/news
https://parnassius-apollo.life/missed-the-registration-deadline-participate-online
https://parnassius-apollo.life/missed-the-registration-deadline-participate-online
https://parnassius-apollo.life/event-directory
https://archive.eurosite.org/eurosite-network/members/natuurmonumenten/
https://archive.eurosite.org/eurosite-network/members/staatsbosbeheer/
https://archive.eurosite.org/eurosite-network/members/society-for-the-coast-eucc-poland/
https://archive.eurosite.org/events/grazing-study-tour/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/naturalresources.wales/about-us/our-projects/nature-projects/new-life-for-welsh-raised-bogs/?lang=en__;!!DOxrgLBm!DmmNc5Y113ml7wWcI3i1c_A6oKXsajkSmM-DVtA2zPH-G6LeOSgBqMunMvnf8vFsyeMIAgGevxUk6NIHxET336d6FH6RyhQG$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/naturalresources.wales/about-us/our-projects/nature-projects/new-life-for-welsh-raised-bogs/?lang=en__;!!DOxrgLBm!DmmNc5Y113ml7wWcI3i1c_A6oKXsajkSmM-DVtA2zPH-G6LeOSgBqMunMvnf8vFsyeMIAgGevxUk6NIHxET336d6FH6RyhQG$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/themeresandmosses.co.uk/marches-mosses-boglife/__;!!DOxrgLBm!DmmNc5Y113ml7wWcI3i1c_A6oKXsajkSmM-DVtA2zPH-G6LeOSgBqMunMvnf8vFsyeMIAgGevxUk6NIHxET336d6FEXiO_Qu$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/themeresandmosses.co.uk/marches-mosses-boglife/__;!!DOxrgLBm!DmmNc5Y113ml7wWcI3i1c_A6oKXsajkSmM-DVtA2zPH-G6LeOSgBqMunMvnf8vFsyeMIAgGevxUk6NIHxET336d6FEXiO_Qu$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/peatland-programme/pennine-peatlife/__;!!DOxrgLBm!DmmNc5Y113ml7wWcI3i1c_A6oKXsajkSmM-DVtA2zPH-G6LeOSgBqMunMvnf8vFsyeMIAgGevxUk6NIHxET336d6FJjPB_W4$
https://www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org/events/iucn-uk-peatland-programme-conference-2022


EUROPARC Conference, 5-7 October 2022, Argelès-sur-Mer, France. 

The EUROPARC Federation and the Fédération des Réserves Naturelles Catalanes 

(FRNC) will soon be hosting the EUROPARC annual conference and General 

Assembly.  This year’s edition will focus on climate change adaptation in and around 

Protected Areas. 

You can find out more information, view the event programme and register here.  

 

 

LIFE Platform Meeting: Innovation approaches in coastal wetlands management, 

12-13 October 2022, Bulgaria 

On 12-13 October in Burgas, Bulgaria, the Lagoon of Life Project (LIFE17 

NAT/BG/000558) will be hosting a LIFE Platform meeting to address integrated and 

innovative approaches to coastal wetlands, birds and habitats conservation. The event 

will consist of one and a half days of presentations and a half day field trip to some 

areas within the Burgas Wetland complex. The four panel topics will be: 

1. Coastal wetland governance; cross-sectoral cooperation 

2. Climate change adaption and the role of coastal wetlands 

3. Innovative restoration, conservation and monitoring approaches 

4. Socio-economic value of coastal wetlands 

Following the main objective of the Biodiversity Strategy to 2030 to restore degraded 

ecosystems, in particular those with the most potential to capture and store carbon, 

prevent and reduce the impact of natural disasters, relevant experience will be 

presented and discussed. 

The event will be hybrid, with the opportunity to attend live in Burgas or attend online. 

You can discover more information and register for this event here.  

https://europarcconference.com/
https://lagoon.biodiversity.bg/the-project
https://lagoon.biodiversity.bg/life-platform-meeting-3-52


 

Natura 2000 Conference: LIFE NATURARMY, 30 November to 2 December 2022, 

Sèvres (92), near Paris 

This seminar, organised by Project LIFE NATURARMY (LIFE18 GIE/FR/001029), in 

collaboration with the French ministry of Armed forces and the Belgian ministry of 

Defence, addresses the management of Natura 2000 sites in military areas. The seminar 

aims to bring together representatives of the European armies and NATO, agents in 

charge of implementing the Natura 2000 policy on our rights of way, the ecological 

partners of the European LIFE NaturArmy program and the main biodiversity 

stakeholders in France.  

For further information please contact dtie-beb.expert-hn.fct@intradef.gouv.fr  

 

Report: Ecological coherence: Transboundary forest corridors and planning - a 

case study for the TEN-N in Strasbourg area  

The Biodiversity Strategy 2030 reinforces the importance of spatial connectivity. 

European conservation policy requires more coherence between protected sites 

(including Natura 2000 areas), within countries and across Europe. The latter is difficult, 

and seems to happen under occasional circumstances, e.g. within transboundary LIFE 

projects.  

To get a better understanding of what is fostering or hampering transboundary 

cooperation regarding transboundary connectivity and network coherence, a study was 

conducted in the Strasbourg transboundary area (France and Germany). The aim of the 

study was to provide insights on connectivity, but also to gain a better understanding of 

the specific problems that are encountered in transboundary conservation:  

• How do countries define ambition levels for ecological networks or TEN-N and 

Green Infrastructures; 

• What hampers the development of TEN-N, at administrative levels; 

• How can cross-boundary networks be developed more effectively, in 

particular, what governance structures can stimulate transboundary 

cooperation; 

• What are the ecological requirements for trans-European forest nature 

networks. 

 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/details/5141
mailto:dtie-beb.expert-hn.fct@intradef.gouv.fr


 
Photo: Forest in Strasbourg, Source: Theo van der Sluis 

 

The study shows that shared international institutions and governmental bodies are 

essential for transboundary cooperation. Political commitment, knowledgeable and 

experienced staff, as well as resources (incl. funding) are key! If experienced regional or 

national staff is lacking, or funding is too limited to effectively realise the protection of 

core areas or realisation or restoration of corridors, the transboundary corridors are 

out of reach. 

The study was conducted for the Topic Centre Biodiversity ETC/BD, in assignment for 

the EEA. The technical report is available here.  

 

Natura 2000 Awards 2020; Local events winners showcase their activities 

  

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there was a delay in the follow-up events held by the 

winners of the 2020 Natura 2000 Award. Each of the 2020 winners have now showcased 

their activities and engaged a wider audience in understanding the issues at stake 

through six local events. 

Click here to read more about these events which were held in or close to the Natura 

2000 sites where the winners’ activities were centred. 

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-bd/products/etc-bd-reports/etc-bd-technical-report-1-2022-ecological-coherence-transboundary-forest-corridors-and-planning-a-case-study-for-the-ten-n-in-strasbourg-area
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/natura-2000-award/meet-natura-2000-heroes_en


 
Photo: Project organisers of the Belgian initiative “Ten keys to co-ownership for nature projects” held in Belgium in 

October 2020, Source: Agentschap voor Natuur en Bos 

 

 

Assessment study on conservation management for butterflies and moths 

This new report will provide useful underpinning for actions to conserve and restore 

butterflies and moths and the habitats and ecosystems on which they depend. This is a  

useful tool alongside Butterfly Conservation Europe’s “Do’s and Dont’s for butterflies of 

the Habitats Directive”, with evidence to support landowners and Member State’s 

Pledges to prevent deterioration and improve the status of listed butterflies and moths 

and their habitats, and help meet the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 target for reversing 

declines in pollinators and for the restoration of ecosystems. 

You can view the 152 actions and their effectiveness here. 

 

Commission consults on new EU framework for forest monitoring and strategic 

plans 

The European Commission has just launched an online public consultation on the 

upcoming legislative proposal for a new EU framework for forest monitoring and 

strategic plans, as foreseen in the EU Forest Strategy for 2030. The aim is to develop an 

EU-wide forest observation framework to provide open access to detailed, accurate, 

regular and timely information on the condition and management of EU forests.  

 

https://assets.vlinderstichting.nl/docs/e6a2e77d-a235-47c8-b2fa-e4c8a728efd5.pdf
https://assets.vlinderstichting.nl/docs/e6a2e77d-a235-47c8-b2fa-e4c8a728efd5.pdf
https://www.conservationevidence.com/data/index?synopsis_id%5B%5D=46
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Flaw%2Fbetter-regulation%2Fhave-your-say%2Finitiatives%2F13396-EU-forests-new-EU-Framework-for-Forest-Monitoring-and-Strategic-Plans_en&data=05%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7Cdf208e6ba47c4520655b08da899f0302%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637973613294466286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RBksm4aFxnf3ZKcvvi53nHgZvarNQY7IWH2I1AECPwg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fenvironment%2Fstrategy%2Fforest-strategy_en&data=05%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7Cdf208e6ba47c4520655b08da899f0302%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637973613294466286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gEJsKDWpCcZ0u%2FFJaN0Mk5TZq095LxaKV9iVXonNc28%3D&reserved=0


In addition to improving forest monitoring, the information gathered through forest 

observation will lead to more data-driven decision-making on forests. It is expected to 

reduce illegal logging, incentivise and reward more sustainable forest management, and 

support the adaptation of forests to climate change.  

The European Green Deal calls for action to improve the quantity and quality of forests 

in the European Union, so the EU can reach its goal of climate neutrality and creating a 

healthy environment. The new EU Forest Strategy for 2030 set the vision for effective 

afforestation, forest preservation and restoration in Europe. All stakeholders are invited 

to share their views during the online public consultation that runs until 17 

November. You can find more information here. 

 

Green Deal: Commission seeks views on possible EU Soil Health Law  

The European Commission has just launched an online public consultation on the 

development of a possible EU Soil Health Law.  

Soils are the foundation of our food security, providing 95% of the food we eat, and are 

vital for life on Earth. They deliver many essential services, and their health is crucial to 

achieving key objectives of the European Green Deal . The EU Soil Strategy for 2030, 

adopted last year, announced that the Commission will table a new legislative proposal 

on soil health providing a comprehensive legal framework for soil protection, granting it 

the same level of protection that exists for water, the marine environment and air in the 

EU. All interested parties are invited to contribute to the consultation which is open 

until 24 October 2022. More information is available here. 

 

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking 

events, as well as live postings from ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as 

LIFE+ projects or the work of organisations working towards Natura 2000 objectives. 
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Feusurvey%2Frunner%2FEUForestMonitoringStrategicPlansSurvey2022&data=05%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7Cdf208e6ba47c4520655b08da899f0302%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637973613294466286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JuTfrcydAYIOXMGEGK3QH6TMCep8EY6qPKUZht20N5I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvironment.ec.europa.eu%2Fnews%2Fforests-commission-consults-new-eu-framework-forest-monitoring-and-strategic-plans-2022-08-25_en&data=05%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7Cdf208e6ba47c4520655b08da899f0302%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637973613294466286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PahCwvgATC%2FNN169mNZBkkMBhxyVJ4uW2iFnbkLT4oA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Flaw%2Fbetter-regulation%2Fhave-your-say%2Finitiatives%2F13350-Soil-health-protecting-sustainably-managing-and-restoring-EU-soils_en&data=05%7C01%7Ctheo.vandersluis%40wur.nl%7Cdf208e6ba47c4520655b08da899f0302%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637973613294466286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8dCu8h9Sn%2Bs9sD8Ap%2B1KsDCaETo4DkHUCUNORz5YBI%3D&reserved=0
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