The Rio Conventions
Ecosystems and Climate
Change Pavilion
Harnessing synergy for sustainable
development through EC Support

A collaborative outreach activity involving the secretariats of the
Rio Conventions—Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)—
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with the Global Environment Facility and other partners

What is the Ecosystems and
Climate Change Pavilion?

T

he Rio Conventions’ Ecosystems and Climate Change
Pavilion is a collaborative outreach activity involving the Rio Convention secretariats, with the Global
Environment Facility and other important partners. The CBD’s
LifeWeb is also playing a key role.
Launched during the International Year of Biodiversity, the
Ecosystems Pavilion is a platform for raising awareness and
sharing information about the latest practices and scientific
findings on the co-benefits that can be realized through
implementation of the three Rio Conventions. It is an example
of enhanced collaboration, as mandated by the UN General
Assembly in its resolution 64/203 of 14 December 2009.
Through highlighting a number of specific themes and crosscutting issues relevant to the three Rio Conventions and
their common objective to support sustainable development
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and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), the Pavilion demonstrates the challenges and opportunities for biodiversity and land managers due to the unavoidable and projected adverse impacts of climate change.
The Pavilion, was convened in 2010 at the tenth meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD COP 10) (18-29 October, 2010) in Nagoya, Japan,
and also convened in ‘virtual’ format at the UNFCCC COP 16/
CMP 6 in Cancun, Mexico (29 November – 10 December, 2010).
In 2011, the Pavilion will be convened at the UNCCD COP 10
in Changwon, Republic of Korea (10-21 October, 2011) and
the UNFCCC COP 17 in South Africa (December 2011). The
Pavilion partners hope to also extend the momentum of these
collaborative initiatives to the UN Conference on Sustainable
Development in Brazil in May 2012.
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“The Pavilion helps us see the [three Conventions’]
linkages clearer and hopefully, will convince the
Parties to promote joint activities at a national level.”
—Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary
of the Convention on Biological Diversity

“What needs to change is our thinking about
[the Rio] Conventions and how we apply them.
The conventions are nothing other than the
three pillars of global sustainability.”
—Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

“A collaborative approach would yield critically and
urgently needed global and local benefits enabling
vulnerable populations to adapt and develop
resilience to the negative effects of climate change,
and human and global security worldwide.”
—Luc Gnacadja, Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

PAVILION STATISTICS 2010
 Convened at two COPs

(CBD and UNFCCC)
 19 partners
 Over 3,000 participants

and visitors
 78 sessions involving over 300

presenters and panel members
 10 editions of the Pavilion

News Digest
 Over 150 presentations and

interviews online
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Pavilion in Nagoya

T

he inaugural Ecosystems and Climate Change Pavilion in
Nagoya took place in parallel to the plenary Conference
of the Parties in October 2010 and paved the way for an
innovative and effective medium to highlight the links between
the three Rio Conventions. Over two weeks, the Pavilion hosted
a total of 66 events and receptions addressing cross-cutting
themes relevant to the three Rio Conventions with the overall
objective to support sustainable development and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
Partner Guidance
The activities and very presence of the Pavilion were supported
by the collaborative efforts of 19 partners, ranging from environmental NGOs to national governments, and other UN agencies,
in addition to the generous support of the EC. The Pavilion
partners accordingly played the important role of identifying
key linkages between biodiversity, climate change and sustainable land management; the discussions which ensued gave way
to a formidable shaping of how the Pavilion would convene for
the first time in Nagoya.
Who attended and how did they benefit?
By sheer number of attendees, press releases and general feedback, one can surmise the inaugural Pavilion was a success and
indeed, a much-needed collaborative effort between the three
Conventions – a link which was otherwise markedly missing.
Seychelles Ambassador to the United Nations and U.S., Ambassador Ronny Jumeau observed, the Pavilion allowed for
those relevant parties, such as indigenous people, NGOs and
IGOs who are by and large disengaged from the negotiating
roundtable to have a platform where they too can convey their
needs and participate in the vital international conferences on
environmental topics.
Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, Ms. Christiana Figueres
aptly noted, developing countries, who often attend these
conferences with smaller delegations and are therefore limited
in their participation at the many events taking place, find in the
Pavilion a consolidated venue where thoughts and ideas are
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exchanged between leading thinkers, civil society, delegations
and international actors in the environmental domain.
The Pavilion in Nagoya involved over 20 Ministers from Brazil,
Japan, Sweden, Costa Rica, Grenada, the Director-General of the
European Commission’s Environment Directorate-General as
well as a number of Ambassadors and the Executive Secretaries
of the CBD, UNCCD and UNFCCC.
The sessions at the Pavilion were organised by thematic days
which generated positive feedback from attendees who
preferred this format of sessions under one theme to occur
throughout the day, followed by sessions for another theme for
the next day and so on.
Consequently, it was noted that audience members who had
particular interest in one theme, attended all of the sessions for
that day amounting to session attendance of between 300-400
people per day and an overall attendance for the two weeks
estimated between 2500-3500 people.
At the opening ceremony of the Pavilion, His Excellency Ryu
Matsumoto, Minister of Environment for Japan and President of
COP10 remarked on the importance of the three Conventions
working together:
“The three Conventions are inseparable. Climate-caused sealevel rise will cause coastal areas to suffer, including the destruction of coral reefs, mangroves, and marine ecosystems, which
will again contribute to further climate change.”
The Pavilion also generated 10 press releases (see Annex 2) and
hosted 8 press conferences. In addition, a website (see Annex
1) has been developed containing over 300 presentations from
the Pavilion and the daily news digest summarising the thematic
sessions of each day (see Annex 3). The website also hosts other
Pavilion-related news, along with a Facebook page with photos
and other forms of information dissemination to garner mainstream interest in this undertaking by the three Rio Conventions.
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“There is one world, it is our only home; in order to
make a future for our ourselves and our children,
we need to work together as we are at the Pavilion.”
—Pavan Sukhdev, Study Leader, TEEB

Looking Forward

W

ith the continued support of the EC and our
other esteemed partners, we hope the Pavilion
will build on the momentum gained from the
Pavilions held in Nagoya and Cancun in 2010 at the UNCCD
COP 10 in the Republic of Korea and at the UNFCCC COP 17/
CMP 7 in South Africa. We also wish to highlight the achievements gained by recognising the crucial links between
the three Conventions at the United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development in Brazil in 2012 (Rio +20).
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Throughout this process, we shall endeavour to deliver the
key messages of the Ecosystems and Climate Change Pavilion which can be summed up by the following:






To turn challenges into opportunities;
To invest in working with nature for people;
To better communicate and ask the right questions;
To build partnerships, involve and engage people.
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Partners
Japan—The Government of Japan will lead CBD COP10 to
form an agreement for new actions to be taken by all stakeholders in the world. During the COP presidency, Japan
will promote the implementation of TEEB for biodiversity
conservation and its sustainable use.
Mexico—The Government of Mexico, the host of UNFCCC
COP 16/CMP6, is committed to the conservation of biodiversity and climate change mitigation and adaptation. Relevant
strategies and actions are being established through its
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and for
biodiversity conservation, by the National Commission of
Natural Protected Areas.
European Commission—The European Commission
promotes investment in working with nature, developing
green infrastructure, recognising the potential for multiple
benefits of ecosystem-based approaches to climate change
adaptation and mitigation.
Norway—The Government of Norway is providing up to
USD 500m annually through its International Climate and
Forest Initiative, thus supporting synergies between forest
loss, climate change and biodiversity conservation.
The Netherlands—The Government of the Netherlands
is making strong efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity
nationally as well as globally. Its programme ‘Biodiversity
Works 2008-2011’, focuses on trade chains, payment for biodiversity, ecosystem services, ecological networks, marine
biodiversity and the relationship between biodiversity,
food security, climate change and poverty reduction.
Spain—The Government of Spain recognizes the importance of the conservation of ecosystems to ensure that they
continue to provide essential goods and services, to reduce
vulnerability to the adverse impacts of climate change,
reduce desertification risks and maintain biodiversity, thus
contributing to the objectives of the three Rio Conventions.
Flemish Government—Within the federal state of Belgium,
the Flemish Environment, Nature and Energy Department (LNE) underlines the importance of comprehensive
ecosystem based policy approaches that integrate the
challenges of biodiversity, mitigation of and adaptation to
climate change, desertification, soil and land degradation,
food security, poverty reduction and sustainable social and
economic development.
GLISPA—The Global Island Partnership brings together
island nations and nations with islands—small and
large, developing and developed—to help ensure that
island conservation and sustainable livelihoods are
integrated into the development process and dialogue,
including through ecosystem-based approaches to
adaptation and mitigation.
ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability, in partnership with IUCN, are implementing the acclaimed Local
Action for Biodiversity Programme. Working with local governments worldwide, it includes a strong focus on linkages
between the three Rio Conventions.
LifeWeb—LifeWeb is a partnership platform managed by
the CBD Secretariat to strengthen financing for protected
areas to conserve biodiversity, secure livelihoods, and
address climate change through implementation of the CBD
Programme of Work on Protected Areas.

TEEB—The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity initiative is an independent study drawing together experience,
knowledge and expertise from across the world in science,
economics and policy to enable practical actions in response
to the growing evidence of the impact of the loss of biodiversity and the implications for sustainable development.
IUCN WCPA—The International Union for Conservation of
Nature,works on biodiversity, climate change, energy, human
livelihoods and greening the world economy. For more than
50 years, IUCN and its World Commission on Protected Areas,
have been at the forefront of global action on protected areas
and are more recently positioning protected areas as part of a
“natural solution” to climate change.
Conservation International—Building upon a strong
foundation of science, partnership and field demonstration,
Conservation International empowers societies toDocuments
responsibly and sustainably care for nature, our global biodiversity,
for the well-being of humanity.
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UNDP—United Nations Development Programme works
at both the national and local levels in more than 140 countries to build a broad consensus on environmental policy and
to build capacity to implement environmental management
measures and confront the pressures contributing to biodiversity loss, land degradation and climate change. UNDP’s
work at the local level is helping to inform policy makers at
the national and global levels of what is working, what is
not and why.
UNEP—The United Nations Environment Programme
addresses environmental issues at the global, regional and
national levels. Its mandate is to coordinate the development
of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global
environment under review and bringing emerging issues
to the attention of governments and the international community for action.
GEF—The Global Environment Facility, the largest funder
of projects to improve the global environment, provides
grants for projects in more than 165 countries. Investments
to support implementation of global environmental agreements relate to six focal areas—biodiversity, climate change,
international waters, land degradation, the ozone layer, and
persistent organic pollutants..
UNFCCC—The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change provides the framework for a global response
to the problems posed by climate change. The Convention is
complemented by the Kyoto Protocol which commits its Parties to reducing their emissions by an average of 5 percent by
2012 against 1990 levels.
UNCCD—Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification,the sole legally binding international agreement linking environment, development and the
promotion of healthy soils, works to alleviate poverty in the
drylands, maintain and restore the land’s productivity and
mitigate the effects of drought.
CBD—At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, one of
the key agreements adopted was the Convention on Biological Diversity with three main goals: the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from the
use of genetic resources.

For further information, visit www.ecosystemspavilion.org

