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1. PURPOSE 

This document is to provide guidance for Member States reports on the 
implementation of ICZM in their respective countries based on the EU ICZM 
Recommendation1.  

The EU ICZM Recommendation requested national reports on the implementation 
of the ICZM Recommendation by February 2006. On the basis of these reports, the 
evaluation of the Recommendation in 20072 concluded that emphasis should lie on 
supporting implementation of ICZM and the then recent national ICZM strategies. 

The Recommendation does not set a specific timeline for reporting after 2006. 
However to the extent that the principles and substance of the Recommendation are 
still valid and form the basis for EU coastal policy, it is appropriate that Member 
States provide an update on progress in implementing ICZM and further 
experiences with the implementation of their national ICZM strategies. 

The reports from Member States will be used to share experience on the 
implementation of the ICZM Recommendation and to inform the directions for 
ICZM policy at EU level in the future. 

2. TIMING AND FORMAT OF THE REPORT  

The report should cover the period from 2006 to 2010.   

The national report should be sent to the Commission, DG Environment, by  
December 2010.  

The report and any annexes are to be provided in electronic format (pdf).  

To facilitate the exchange of information, it would be useful to produce an English 
version of the report, or at least an English summary. 

Indicatively the length of the report should be 10 to 15 pages. Annexes can be used 
where appropriate and necessary. 

                                                 
1 2002/413/EC, OJ L148 of 6.6.2002, p.24. 

2 COM(2007)308 final, 7.6.2007. 
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3. CONTENTS OF THE REPORT 

To allow enhanced readability of reports from various countries, it is recommended 
that the report follows the structure and content items suggested hereafter: 

3.1. Introduction  

For ease of reference, it is advisable to provide a short summary of ICZM 
activities and progress up to 2006.  

A brief overview of the implementation of the EU ICZM Recommendation 
should be provided. This should include an indication of what framework was 
chosen to implement ICZM (e.g. national strategy, action plan, or alternative 
forms of support to ICZM) and a reference to the national reporting of 2006 
(where available).  

3.2. Activities undertaken to support the implementation of ICZM 

This section is to provide a description of the activities undertaken at national 
and sub-national levels, and in cross-border context, to implement the ICZM 
strategy, action plan or comparable framework for ICZM, as from 2006. 

This section should provide an answer to questions such as:  

- What is the degree of implementation of the ICZM strategy or action plan? 
Have new actions been decided or implemented? Have actions been modified 
or abandoned? What were reasons for any changes to the initial strategy? 
What were the more successful activities? Were obstacles encountered? Etc. 

In particular the following issues should be highlighted, when applicable: 

- Have legal instruments been adopted or amended in relation to ICZM?  

- Have plans or programmes been adopted (e.g. spatial plans, coastal 
development strategies)? 

- Have coordination mechanisms been improved or new ones set-up?  

- Have coastal information systems been improved or developed?    

- Have pilot projects been started, have research or studies been launched? 

- What best-practices can be identified? 

3.3. An assessment of progress in ICZM and the state of the coast 

This section should provide an overall evaluation of the progress achieved 
over the period 2006 to 2010 in terms of governance and delivery of 
sustainable development on the coast. Where appropriate, this evaluation may 
build on previous evaluations, such as the 2006 external evaluation of the 
implementation of the ICZM Recommendation in the EU3. 

                                                 
3 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm#evaluation  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm#evaluation
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm#evaluation
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More in particular, this section of the report should provide an insight into the 
following issues: 

- What progress has been made in enhancing institutional coordination and 
integration (horizontal between sectors, vertical between levels of 
governance)?  

- What progress has been made in enhancing participation? 

- What progress has been made in establishing a knowledge-based approach 
to coastal planning and management (including the availability and use of 
information, availability and use of research, stimulation of education to 
support ICZM in long-term)? 

- What progress has been achieved in making the use of coastal resources, 
including space, more rational and sustainable?  

- What progress has been achieved in making coastal zones more resilient and 
prepared for risks, including climate change? 

- How is the state of the coast evolving? Where has most progress been 
achieved in curbing unsustainable development trends? What are hotspots or 
issues that still require significant action?  

- What progress has been achieved in addressing planning and management 
across the land-sea boundary?  

- What progress has been achieved in addressing coastal issues in cross-
border and/or regional sea context? 

- How can the performance of the country be rated in implementing the ICZM 
principles (e.g. on a scale from 1 to 10, what progress has been achieved in 
implementing the principle(s)?; what is the further potential for progress?)?  

If appropriate and feasible, the report may include an evaluation of progress 
in ICZM based on the indicators developed by the Working Group on 
Indicators and Data. For the ICZM progress indicator, see 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/pdf/iczm_guidance_notes.pdf . 
Regarding the state and trends in sustainability on the coast, the sustainability 
indicators framework, 27 indicators tested in the context of the DEDUCE 
project, may be used (see http://www.deduce.eu/ and 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/pdf/report_dev_coast_an.pdf ). 

3.4. Outlook for further implementation of ICZM 

This section should provide a short outlook for further implementation of 
ICZM in 2010 and beyond. 

This section may also provide an evaluation of the main needs, opportunities 
and obstacles for further development of ICZM in the Member State, 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/pdf/iczm_guidance_notes.pdf
http://www.deduce.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/pdf/report_dev_coast_an.pdf
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including, where relevant, possible expectations regarding the EU and 
international ICZM policy evolution.   

3.5. Process 

This section is to provide information on how the report was compiled.  

In keeping with the principles and spirit of ICZM it should be recommendable 
to associate relevant departments, sub-national administrations and 
stakeholders to the elaboration of the report and in particular the assessment 
of progress in ICZM. 

4. PUBLICITY 

The reports will be published on the ICZM website on EUROPA, to complement 
the reports and documents made available through the 2006/2007 evaluation of the 
EU ICZM Recommendation (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm). 

  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm
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