
 

 

Webinar – New GPP criteria for Textile Products and Services 
 

Purpose & 
framework 

Textiles and clothing is a diverse sector that plays an important role in 
the European manufacturing industry, employing 1.7 million people and 
generating a turnover of €166 billion (source: European Commission). 

Textiles are heavily intertwined with environmental, social and 
governance issues. In the past, efforts of producers and retailers have 
primarily focused on improving the social aspects of textiles, such as fair 
working conditions. Over the years, however, there has been growing 
concern about the environmental impacts of textiles. According to the 
EIPRO study, clothing alone is responsible for 2 to 10% of the EU’s life-
cycle environmental impacts. This results in textiles coming fourth in the 
ranking of product category which cause the greatest environmental 
impact, just after food and drinks, transport and housing (source: 
European Commission). 

Local authorities trying to implement green purchasing practices for 
textiles (products and services) face a number of practical and perceived 
barriers. To support public authorities overcoming these barriers, the 
European Commission has just published (on 7 June 2017) its revised EU 
GPP Criteria for textiles products and services, based on the research 
done by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre’s Institute 
for Prospective Technological Studies. 

Given the broad scope of the sector, this Webinar will serve to provide 
an introduction to the main approach to greening public procurement 
through the use of the newly revised EU GPP Criteria for textiles. This 
will include details on the sustainability hotspots which can be tackled 
through procurement, as well as the broader scope of coverage (of the 
new GPP Criteria) and how ‘circularity’ is addressed. A selection of good 
practice from the public sector will serve as further ‘food for thought’.  

This is the first of two GPP Webinars being organised during 2017. The 
Webinars form part of the service provided through the European 
Commission’s Helpdesk on GPP. They provide a forum to inform 
stakeholders working in the field of public sector procurement about 
important new developments in the resources available and legislative 
context for GPP, and provide a forum for discussion. 

Date & time Wednesday 28 June 2016, 14:30 - 16:00 (CEST, Brussels time) 

Language English  

Organisers ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, on behalf of the European 
Commission (DG Environment) 

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/fashion/textiles-clothing_en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ipp/pdf/eipro_report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/industry/retail/pdf/issue_paper_textiles.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/criteria/textiles_2017.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/criteria/textiles_2017.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm


 

 

Topics & format The Webinar will feature three to four presentations from experts 
working on green (or sustainable) procurement of textiles products and 
services. These will address the following: 

 Main results from updating the GPP criteria for this product 
group - What has changed? 

 Provide practical insights by public purchasers on how to 
overcome some of the biggest challenges of implementing green 
procurement policies in areas concerning textiles, such as 
uniforms and workwear, bed linen, towels, upholstery fabric (e.g. 
for furnishings), and laundry services. 

 Experts in the field will talk about their opinion regarding the 
revised criteria and what the next steps are for this sector. 

Opportunities for questions and comments from those taking part in the 
online event will be also provided. 

 

Featured speakers   Introduction, Robert Kaukewitsch, GPP Policy Officer, European 
Commission, Directorate General for Environment (confirmed) 

 What’s new in the EU GPP Criteria for Textiles, Nicholas Dodd, 
European Commission, Joint Research Centre (confirmed) 

 Practical experiences from the European Clothing Action Plan 
(ECAP), Barbara van Offenbeek, Ministry for Infrastructure and 
Environment (the Netherlands)(invited) 

 Upcycling uniforms for the Estonian Defence Forces and the 
Police and Border Protection, Reet Aus/Marko Kiisa (Estonia) 
(invited) 

 

 

 

http://www.ecap.eu.com/about-ecap/


 

 

 

Target audience  Public procurement authorities, public purchasers and policy-
makers from public and semi-public entities  

 Private sector representatives including SMEs, manufacturers 
and suppliers  

 European policy-makers  

 Multipliers (e.g. NGOs, environment agencies, scientific 
institutions, international organisations)  

Registration Participation is free of charge.  

Prior registration is essential, however. You will be sent more 
information upon registering. 

Register by visiting http://bit.ly/2qZ6Rjp 

 

http://bit.ly/2qZ6Rjp

