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“GPP - lead the change” 
national conferences are 
being organised around 
Europe. They are intended 
to present the key GPP 
national activities to the 
main stakeholders. 

Upcoming conferences:
 

Valetta, 8 June 2010 
Brussels, 22 June 2010 
Lisbon, 25 June 2010 
Athens, 30 June 2010

 
More information can be 
found on the GPP website.

Representative of 
the Italian Ministry 
of the Environment, 
Riccardo Rifici is 
managing the                          
implementation of 
the National Action 
Plan for GPP. 

How did the “Training of Trainers” event 
go in Turin in February 2010?
The three-day Training of Trainers Seminar 
was complete and very useful: the 
explanation of the legal framework for GPP 
was very easy to understand. The training 
was a good starting point for a new stage 
of development, as many activities are 
planned in the near future to develop GPP 
both at national and European level.

As a GPP national expert, what is your 

GPP criteria for 8 new product groups

The European Commission (DG ENV) 
is concluding a process of GPP criteria 
development for a second set of 
products: Combined Heat & Power, 
Thermal Insulation, Hard Floor Coverings, 
Windows, Wall Panels, Street Lighting & 
Traffic Signals, Road Surfacing Materials 
& Road Signs, and Mobile Phones. The 
corresponding product criteria and 
background reports will be published on 
the GPP website by the end of June 2010.

Riccardo Rifici, GPP expert for Italy
role and the main challenge you face?
We have a committee with  representatives 
from several Ministries and Agencies 
working together on the acceptance of 
GPP. The main challenge is to convince the 
procurers of the concept of Life Cycle Cost. 

In your opinion, what is the status of GPP 
in Italy?
As in other southern European countries, 
GPP started in Italy quite recently 
(compared to northern MS), only 3 to 
4 years ago. It is however progressing 
well. One obstacle that remains is the 
lack of green products and services. The 
suppliers still have to be encouraged. 
We are therefore launching working 
groups aiming to help them improve their 
competitiveness. Pilot projects are also 
planned for some product groups. 

Upcoming Events

Zoom on… a city

1,800 local government 
leaders attended the 6th  
European conference on 
Sustainable Cities and 
Towns in Dunkerque 
between 19-21 May 2010. 
A session was held to 
discuss the first steps a 
public authority needs to 
undertake to implement 
Sustainable Public 
Procurement (SPP). 
The organisers also made 
efforts to strengthen their 
sustainable procurement 
policies by using seasonal, 
organic products as well as 
environmentally-friendly 
materials.

The criteria have been subject to two 
stakeholder consultations, followed by an 
internal Inter-Service Consultation. When 
finalised, Member States will be invited to 
formally endorse them. 
Currently GPP criteria for the first set of 10 
product and service groups are available. 
They have been developed through the 
customary process of close cooperation 
with relevant Commission services, 
industry, civil society and Member States.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm
http://www.dunkerque2010.org
http://www.dunkerque2010.org
http://www.dunkerque2010.org
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Eight cooperating municipalities in the Netherlands needed a new contractor 
for cleaning services. They wanted to use SPP criteria as well as finding a social 
employment organisation. SPP criteria for cleaning services were used to set 
minimum requirements in the tender document covering the performance 
of the cleaning activities, levels of specific chemical components, reduction 
of generated waste and waste disposal. The tendering  process was successful 
and the procurer did not encounter any difficulty using the SPP criteria.
Download the full case study here.

Case studies Zoom on… a sector

On 18 May 2010 a recast 
of the Directive on energy 
performance of buildings (EPBD, 
2002/91/EC) was adopted by 
the European Parliament. By the 
end of 2020, all new buildings 
across Europe must have high 
energy-savings standards and, 
to a large extent, use energy 
from  renewable sources. 
Besides, public authorities’ 
building projects are to lead the 
way two years earlier.
To read more.

Zoom on… product labelling

The purchase of electricity from renewable sources

The use of official ecolabels

The procurement of sustainable cleaning services

Ten municipalities of the Dutch region Rivierenland needed to renew their 
contracts for the supply of electricity. They decided to join forces in an open 
European tender procedure to achieve an economy of scale. Most of them 
wanted to buy “green” electricity, meaning based on renewable sources.  
As a result, the Contracting Authority switched completely from the purchase 
of conventional electricity to electricity based on hydropower, wind, and 
biomass. This leads to CO2 savings of approximately 5,500 tonnes per year, 
equivalent to the annual emissions of 600 European citizens. 
Download the full case study here.

The Danish city of Esbjerg intends to give a good example to their citizens 
and to private businesses by showing them that it is possible to purchase 
cleaning products with the lowest possible environment impact. Esbjerg 
wanted to use ecolabels in their tender, but were not sure about how to use 
them in accordance with the EU Public Procurement Directives (2004/17/ EC 
and 2004/18/EC). 
Most of the received offers were ecolabelled cleaning products and were not 
more expensive than conventional products.
Download the full case study here.

On 19 May 2010 
the European 
Parliament
adopted the 
recast of the 
exisiting Directive 
that extends its 
scope to cover 
e n e r g y - u s i n g 
products in the commercial 
and industrial sectors in the 
future (such as  cold storage 
rooms, vending machines) and 
energy-related products like 
windows. Consequently, it aims 
at having more energy efficient 
products available in public 
procurement. 
To read more.
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