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The EU Ecolabel for indoor cleaning services –
an Italian success story
Ecolabels can help consumers, including
public buyers, choose environmentallyfriendly products. Contracting authorities
can use technical specifications to
require that products and services meet
the high standards set by third party
ecolabels (i.e. ecolabels monitored by an
independent third party). By consistently
asking for ecolabels, public procurers
incentivise suppliers to become certified,
increasing environmental performance
and the availability of green products
and services to a wider market.
Established in 1992 and recognised across
Europe and worldwide, the EU Ecolabel
is a label of environmental excellence
that is awarded to products and services
meeting high environmental standards
throughout their life-cycle: from raw
material extraction, to production,
distribution and disposal. Italy has been
particularly successful in leveraging
the use of green public procurement to
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boost EU Ecolabel certifications among
cleaning service providers. Out of the
19 cleaning services that are licensed
with the EU Ecolabel, 16 are in Italy. This
is thanks to the country’s obligatory GPP
policy in public tenders.
The Italian case shows that an ambitious
policy combined with a widely accepted
high quality labelling process can lead to
innovation and improved environmental
performance within an industry
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Zoom in on... new EU GPP Criteria for
imaging equipment, consumables
and print services
New voluntary EU GPP Criteria
have been published for imaging
equipment, consumables and print
services. They will be available on
the European Commission’s GPP
criteria webpage, and are one of 20
criteria sets available to support green
procurement. Find them here.

Read the full story here.

Supporting a just transition to a green
economy with SRPP
Anna Lupi has been
responsible for socially
responsible public
procurement in DG
Growth for the last four
years, working closely
with colleagues across the Commission to ensure a
consistent approach on green, social and ethical issues in
public procurement.

What is Socially Responsible Public
Procurement (SRPP), and what benefits
can it achieve?
In the Commission we look to SRPP as an
instrument for public buyers to pursue
the social objectives of their choice
through procurement, so we are not keen
on providing a specific definition. The
more “traditional” strands of SRPP usually

encourage the employment of persons
who have difficulties entering the job
market, the reskilling and training of the
workforce, or the easier access of social
businesses to procurement opportunities
through reserved contracts. But lately
SRPP is also used to support inclusion and
equality in a wider sense, for instance by
requiring accessibility or involving the
users in the preparation of a project, and by
taking into account gender considerations.
It is also a powerful instrument to ensure
respect of workers’ rights in the production
process, within and outside the EU.
To read the interview
in full, click here.

Zoom in on... Environmental Aspects
in Public Procurement conference
On 1st October 2020 (Berlin),
decision makers, Image:
experts,
scientists
Unsplash / Chuttersnap
and
practitioners
will
discuss
how procurement can contribute
to
climate
protection,
circular
economy, biodiversity and a nontoxic environment. The conference
is hosted by Federal Ministry for the
Environment, the German Environment
Agency and the Berlin Energy Agency.
More information
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GPP good practice
Framework contract for the supply of cleaning
products and services (Greater Porto, Portugal)
LIPOR is responsible for
waste management in the
Greater Porto area, and since
2017, it has also acted as a
central purchaser, creating
cost effective framework
agreements
from
which
municipalities and other
contracting authorities can
buy goods and services.
In 2018, it created a new
framework
contract
for
cleaning
products
and
services, including dedicated
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lots for ecological products
and services. The result is a
framework contract which rationalises public expenditure in the procurement
process, delivers better value for money, higher quality goods and services and
better contract management.

Zoom in on... Baltic Circular
Procurement Congress
On 2-3 September, procurement
experts, suppliers, researchers and
opinion leaders from across Europe
will meet online to share experience of
using procurement as an effective tool
for transition to the circular economy.
Lessons from recent procurements
will be shared, as well as pitches from
circular economy businesses.
More information

Download the full case study here.

Using award criteria to purchase ecolabelled
cleaning products (Valencia, Spain)
The Generalitat Valenciana
is responsible for procuring
goods and services for the
public sector for the region.
It is committed to including
environmental criteria in
their framework agreements,
so when the need for a new
contract for cleaning services
arose, the Generalitat decided
to include award criteria with
a minimum threshold score
to incentivise the increased
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use of ecolabelled cleaning
products, sustainable paper
products, recycled or compostable waste bags and energy efficient vacuum
cleaners. A total of 18 suppliers were able to meet the minimum threshold, thus
qualifying for the framework.
Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.
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Zoom in on... consultation on EU
GPP Criteria for Computers, Monitors,
Tablets and Smartphones
A draft proposal for new GPP criteria
on Computers, Monitors and for the
first time, tablets and smartphones, are
now available (here). Stakeholders are
invited to comment (contacting JRC)
by the 14th of August.
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