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European Commission’s new strategies to restore balance
between human activity and nature
Two new strategies have been published
by the European Commission with the aim
of promoting biodiversity and creating a
new, better balance between nature, food
systems and human health and wellbeing.
Although European food sets global
standards for safety and nutrition,
food production remains one of the
key drivers of climate change and
environmental degradation. The Farm
to Fork strategy seeks to improve health
and the environment, while supporting
sustainable livelihoods. It sets out
targets and measures to reduce use
and risk of chemical pesticides, reduce
nutrient loss and fertilizer use, tackle
growing antimicrobial resistance, and
boost development of organic farming.
To improve the availability and price of
sustainable food and to promote healthy
and sustainable diets in institutional
catering, the Commission will determine
the best way of setting minimum
mandatory criteria for sustainable food
procurement.
In addition to improving our food
systems, the EU Biodiversity Strategy
for 2030 sets wider, additional measures

Image: Unsplash / Christopher Burns
Image: Unsplash / Krzysztof Niewolny

to promote the recovery of degraded
ecosystems, protect nature for the good
of people, the climate and other species,
and create jobs in local communities. As
well as organic farming and reducing
use and risk of pesticides, it aims to
establish protected areas for at least 30%
of European land and seas respectively,
plant 3 billion trees and restore 25,000km
of rivers. The Commission committed,
when proposing further legislation and
guidance on green public procurement,
to integrate criteria and monitoring to
boost nature-based solutions.
Both strategies are part of the European
Green Deal, and form crucial parts of the
essential transition to an inclusive, just
and climate neutral economy.

Developing sustainability criteria for manual
wheelchairs through market dialogue
Guro Bakkan
has worked in
the procurement
department of the
Guro Bakkan (NAV) to the
right, left Tonje Nerby (Difi)
Norwegian Labour and
Welfare Administration
(NAV) since 2013. NAV is one of the agencies responsible
for providing assisted mobility equipment to people
with disabilities. In 2019, Bakkan led a pilot project on
sustainable procurement of manual wheelchairs.

Why focus on environmentally friendly
wheelchairs, and what do you hope to
achieve?

Zoom in on... new recommendations
on reforming public procurement
The SMART project has published a
series of recommendations to the EU
to support more positive procurement
outcomes. They call for greater
professionalization of procurers, as
well as legislative reforms to make
life cycle costing and supply chain
monitoring mandatory.
More information

NAV procures around €10 million worth of
manual wheelchairs a year, making it by far
the largest purchaser of assisted mobility
equipment in Norway. This places NAV in
an important position, and provides them
with the opportunity to engage suppliers
in a dialogue on how to reduce harmful
environmental impacts and promote
climate-friendly solutions.
To read the interview
in full, click here.
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Zoom in on... consultation on road
transport GPP criteria
A draft technical report and draft
proposal for new GPP criteria on
road transport are now available
(here), covering vehicle fleets,
buses, waste collection trucks, plus
services. Stakeholders are invited to
comment (contacting JRC) by the
31 July 2020.
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GPP good practice
Reducing urban flood risk through innovation procurement
(Frederiksberg, Denmark)
Like many European cities, Frederiksberg is challenged by urban flooding.
Opportunities for natural absorption and drainage of rainwater is limited in builtup areas, and during heavy rainfall, the capacity of the sewage system can be
exceeded. The risk of urban flooding in Frederiksberg is also likely to increase in
future due to climate change.
To protect against future flooding, the
Municipality has launched a number
of projects to improve rainwater
management. By improving the city’s
‘green’ and ‘blue’ infrastructure (such as
vegetation and water features) rainwater
can be captured, and its flow can be
diverted from sewers or slowed down.
While sustainable drainage systems
(SuDS) are a growing practice in
city planning, an ideal solution for
Frederiksberg’s dense city streets did
not yet exist. As such, the municipality
decided to use an innovation partnership
approach to procure a customised solution. This type of procurement allows
research and development activities to be combined with a purchase. It involves
three phases: a competitive phase, where suitable partners are selected; a research
and development phase, where the solutions are developed in collaboration with
the contracting authority; and a commercial phase, where the selected partner(s)
provide the final product or service.
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Through this approach, Frederiksberg successfully acquired two different systems
which slow rainwater runoff and water city trees. The systems are easy to deploy
in dense urban areas and take up as little as 0.8 m2. Trees in city streets are also
attractive, and can cool down the city on hot days.
Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.
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Zoom in on... untapped potential of
food procurement
A new paper in the Global Food
Security journal has highlighted the
role of public procurement in driving
sustainable food systems and diets. It
concludes that procurement is often
a “tale of untapped potential”, and
highlights the regulatory framework
as a key enabling condition.
More information
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Zoom in on... win €10,000 seed
funding for transformative actions
Innovative
and
sustainable
procurement actions which showcase
the use of public procurement as an
instrument to accelerate the market
introduction of innovative and
sustainable technologies, are invited
to apply for the 2020 Transformative
Action Award. The winner of which
will receive a prize of €10,000 to help
initiate further transformative actions
in their city or region.
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