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European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen has reaffirmed Europe’s 
commitment to the Green Deal for 
Europe in a recent video message. As 
reported in the February edition of the 
News Alert, the Green Deal for Europe 
presents a package of measures which 
aim to make Europe the first climate 
neutral continent by 2050. It includes calls 
on public authorities to lead by example, 
and sets the intention to introduce further 
GPP legislation and guidance.

The undoubted crisis caused by COVID-19 
has disrupted all of our daily and working 
lives, but as restrictions start to ease, von 
der Leyen raises the opportunity we now 
have “to rebuild our economies differently 
and make them more resilient”, with 
measures including investing in renewable 
energy, driving clean vehicles, improving 
the energy efficiency of buildings, and 
buying sustainable food. To this end, 
green public procurement has never been 
more important as a tool for rebuilding a 
greener economy and supporting small- 
and medium-sized enterprises in these 
challenging economic times. 

COVID-19 has challenged Europe with 
an unprecedented crisis, but thanks 

to the work of dedicated public sector 
workers and all those others who are 
keeping essential services running, we 
are adjusting. The European Commission 
has published a communication on using 
the public procurement framework 
in this current emergency (here). It 
highlights mechanisms to accelerate 
procedures. Where exceptional increase 
in demand for some products plus 
disruption to supply chains make this 
impossible, contracting authorities can 
identify innovative solutions directly 
with suppliers, which can also lead to 
environmental and social opportunities. 

The EU GPP Helpdesk of the European 
Commission remains available to support 
you with your green procurement  
related questions.

Green Deal can act as compass for COVID-19 recovery

The European Commission has 
published a new guidance document 
on applying the EU GPP Criteria for 
Textile Products and Services. It offers 
advice and outlines different scenarios, 
to practically guide public procurers 
through textile-related purchases.
More information

Zoom in on... New guidance on 
green procurement of textiles

On the 23rd of April, the GPP Helpdesk 
hosted a webinar on the green public 
procurement of food and catering 
services. As well as an overview of the 
new EU GPP Criteria, case studies from 
Torres Vedras (Portugal) and Helsinki 
(Finland) were presented. 
More information

Zoom in on... 
GPP Helpdesk Webinar on food 
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Anja Mager, LL.M. works 
in the German Federal 
Environment Ministry, 
and over the last three 
years, has focused 
on promoting GPP in 

Germany. Anja has a legal background and many years 
of experience in the field of climate mitigation policy.

What is the new Climate Change Act, and 
how does it relate to public procurement?

For the first time in Germany, we have 
legally binding GHG mitigation targets 

for all sectors which are to be achieved by 
2030. From now on, public procurers that 
implement federal law are obliged to take 
into account the climate targets. Procurers 
need to choose the products that are 
best aligned with the goal to reduce GHG 
emissions during their use phase at the 
least cost. Life cycle costs and economic 
costs must always be considered. 

To read the interview
in full, click here.

New German laws promote climate-
friendly, circular procurement 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1255071552883884032?s=20
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_94_NewsAlert_February_2020.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.CI.2020.108.01.0001.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/200406_JRC120265_eu_green_public_procurement_criteria_for_textile_products_and_services_guidance_document.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/webinars_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_96_Interview.pdf
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Zoom in on...  
GPP in the Basque Country 

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Highly energy efficient health centre with 
swimming and sport (Orkland, Norway)

Zoom in on... Case studies from the 
healthcare sector 
A case study collection has been 
published by Health Care Without 
Harm. It includes green procurement 
examples from a range of products 
and services, including food, plastics 
and mobility. More information

In 2019, 24% of public procurement 
tenders in the Basque country included 
GPP criteria (22% in economic terms). 
The best performers are the Basque 
Parliament and University of the 
Basque Country. Signatories of the 
Basque GPP Programme also perform 
more than twice as well as the rest 
of the public sector, achieving a GPP 
level of 49% in economic terms. 
More information
(in Spanish and Euskera)

In 2017, the Municipality of Orkdal (now part of the amalgamated Municipality 
of Orkland) kick-started the process of building an attractive new public health 
centre, including health clinics and a new swimming pool. The centre also 
incorporated existing recreational facilities. 

By installing a rooftop 
photovoltaic power station 
(which can provide electricity 
to the building as well as 
charging electric cars and 
buses), the final building 
saves around 891 tonnes 
of annual use-related CO2. 
In addition, by choosing 
materials with low-carbon 
footprints (in particular, low 
carbon concrete), 800 tonnes 
of CO2 were saved in the construction. 

Download the full case study here.
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Saving energy through the purchase of LED 
street lights (Geestland, Germany)

In 2016, Geestland (Lower Saxony) decided to replace street lighting across the 
entire municipality with LED lamps. The goal was to significantly reduce energy 
consumption, increase the lifespan of lamps, and reduce maintenance costs. 

In 2009, before any LED 
lights had been installed, CO2 
emissions related to street 
lighting amounted to 600 
tonnes CO2 annually. After 
installing LED lights, this 
was reduced to 169 tonnes. 
In addition, Geestland has 
begun operating a control 
system that turns the lights 
off from 1am to 5am, further 
reducing this number to 135 
tonnes CO2, while also reducing light pollution. Thanks to the high energy savings, 
the very low maintenance cost and the low replacement rate of the individual light 
bulbs, the investment, including the necessary construction work, will be paid off 
within a 2 – 3-year time frame, making it a highly recommended approach for other 
municipalities to follow. 

Download the full case study here.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
https://noharm-europe.org/
https://noharm-europe.org/
https://noharm-europe.org/articles/news/europe/strategic-procurement-european-healthcare
http://www.ihobe.eus/compra-publica-verde
https://www.orkland.kommune.no/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_96_Case_Study_181_Orkland.pdf
https://www.geestland.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_96_Case_Study_182_Geestland.pdf

