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New Circular Economy Action Plan Launched
As part of the EU Green Deal, a new
Circular Economy Action Plan for
a cleaner and more competitive
Europe has been published. The
circular economy offers a model that
keeps resource consumption within
planetary boundaries and reduces
its environmental footprint, while
also strengthening the EU’s industrial
base and fostering innovation.
The Action Plan recognises the
power of public procurement as a
driver of demand for sustainable
circular products. To harness this
potential, the Commission will propose
minimum mandatory GPP criteria and
targets in sectoral legislation and phase
in compulsory reporting to monitor
the uptake of GPP (without creating
unjustified administrative burden for
public buyers).
In addition, the Action Plan states that
the Commission will continue to support
capacity building with guidance, training
and dissemination of good practices
and encouraging public buyers to take
part in a “Public Buyers for Climate
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and Environment” initiative, which will
facilitate exchanges among buyers
committed to GPP implementation.
In the meantime, more information on
the role of GPP in a circular economy
can be found in the Commission’s Public
Procurement for a Circular Economy:
Good Practice and Guidance brochure,
the GPP Training Toolkit (Module 5: GPP
and the Circular Economy), plus some
of the latest EU GPP Criteria (including
furniture, textiles, food services, cleaning
services and data centres).

The success story of the Green Deal Circular
Procurement in Flanders
Frans Dieryck is the chair
of Circular Flanders,
which acts as a hub
and inspiration for the
Flemish circular economy
by bringing together
governments, companies,
civil society, and the
knowledge community.

What is the Green Deal and what were
you trying to achieve with it?
For the Green Deal Circular Procurement
we brought together over 150

(100 procuring and 50 facilitating)
organisations, both private and public,
to work together on ambition setting
and criteria development… The most
important outcome is the fact that the
participants developed 115 circular pilot
tenders, 38 out of which were developed
by public authorities, which is a lot to
achieve in just one year of preparation and
two years of execution.
To read the interview
in full, click here.

Zoom in on... GPP Helpdesk Webinar
on Food procurement
On 23rd of April, 14.30 (CET) the
European Commission’s Helpdesk
service on GPP will host its first
webinar of 2020 on the updated
voluntary EU GPP criteria for food,
catering services and vending
machines. These have been designed
to help public authorities reduce the
key environmental impacts associated
with growing, preparing, and selling
food. As well as new criteria, the
webinar will include good practice
examples from two public procurers,
and will provide an opportunity for
questions and discussion.
For more information and registration
click here.
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Zoom in on... new Data Centre
Criteria published
New voluntary EU GPP Criteria have
been published for data centres, server
rooms and cloud services. Typical
routes to procure data centre products
and services are covered, and both core
and comprehensive environmental
criteria are included. The criteria are
verifiable and encompass the whole
life cycle (design, use and end-of-life).
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GPP good practice
Wholesaler of sustainable food for schools and
elderly care homes (Helsingborg, Sweden)
The City of Helsingborg is located on Sweden’s southern coast, with about 108 000
inhabitants. The city purchases food for the whole region, focusing on providing
organic and good quality food to its citizens.
In 2016, Helsingborg
needed a wholesaler who
could provide €690,000
(60
million
Swedish
kroners) worth of food
for schools and nursing
homes. The call for
tender included technical
specifications on organic
labelling,
recyclable
packaging, low-emission
transport,
sustainable
palm oil, and animal
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welfare. Three bids were
received, and all of them
fulfilled the specified requirements in the tender. The resulting provision has
achieved 45% organic food provision (in cost terms), amongst other benefits.

Image: Unsplash / Ulysse

Zoom in on... analysis of sustainability
criteria in European foodservices
A scientific analysis of current
practices in the public procurement of
foodservices within the EU has been
published. It examined recommended
environmental criteria across 21
schemes in 11 countries. While a
certain amount of convergence exists,
the thresholds of some criterion differ
widely, for example the amount of
organic produce required in tenders.
The results of this study can be used
to inform future food procurement
policies. More information

Download the full case study here.
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Procurement of electric buses and charging
system (Ostrów Wielkopolski, Poland)
The City of Ostrów Wielkopolski has 72,000 inhabitants, and is located in central
Poland. In order to address problems such as congestion and urban air pollution,
the city has been implementing sustainable urban mobility measures since 2014,
including improving the sustainable transport network, introducing electronic
ticketing and timetabling, and implementing traffic management measures.
In June 2019, the Municipal
Transportation Company
procured six additional
electric buses (adding
to its previous purchase
of six Euro 6 buses and
four electric buses). The
value of the contract was
approximately 3.5 million
euros, and will result in an
estimated reduction of 460
tonnes of CO2 every year.
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Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

Zoom in on... Carbon Footprint of
Finnish public procurement measured
A new study by the Finnish
Environment Institute has measured
the life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions
and raw material consumption of
public procurement for the first time.
It found that public procurement in
Finland has a footprint of 8.3 million
tonnes carbon dioxide equivalent
in 2015. Heating and electricity,
construction
and
maintenance
services for buildings and areas, and
travel and transport services had the
highest impact. More information
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