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In November, the European Commission 
published new EU green public 
procurement criteria for public space 
maintenance. The product group ‘public 
space maintenance’ includes roads, bike 
lanes, pedestrian areas, human-made 
gardens and parks, and fountains, lakes 
and ponds. The criteria were developed 
through an extensive stakeholder 
process and address the various relevant 
procurement and contracting situations.

The criteria include four product and 
service categories, each containing core, 
and comprehensive criteria. The first 
category, outdoor cleaning products 
and services, covers environmental 
management measures, practices and 
training from the service provider, the 
supply or use of cleaning products 
with reduced environmental impact, 
and cleaning product concentration at 
purchase. Gardening products and services 
include high-quality controls for compost 
and fertiliser, alternative pest control 
techniques, and a preference for organically 
produced and native ornamental plants. 

Machinery products and services criteria 
restrict engine exhaust and air pollutant 

emissions and noise pollution through low 
noise, battery-powered machinery, and 
encourages the use of biodegradable oils 
for machines. Finally, criteria for vehicles 
and service fleet covers CO2 emissions and 
air pollutant emissions performance for 
vehicles, including energy efficiency for 
electric cars and LCVs. 

The criteria are available in English (here), 
with translations into the other official EU 
languages to follow soon.

New EU GPP Criteria for Public Space Maintenance

A two-day StratKIT Stakeholder Round 
Table took place in Tallinn on the 12 
and 13 November 2019. More than 75 
participants representing procurers, 
suppliers, research institutes, and food 
producers came together to discuss 
the status of public catering and 
procurement and share best practices. 
The project is fundend under the 
scheme INTERREG BSR.
More information

Zoom in on... sustainable food 
procurement 

New draft GPP Criteria for Computers 
and Monitors have been proposed 
by the European Commission’s Joint 
Research Centre. They cover four main 
areas: energy consumption; hazardous 
substances; product lifetime extension, 
and; end-of-life management. The 
possibility of extending these criteria to 
smartphones is also being considered. 
To receive updates on this criteria set or 
provide input, register as a stakeholder 
by emailing 
JRC-B5-COMPUTERS(at)ec.europa.eu

Zoom in on... Consultation on revision 
of EU GPP Criteria for Computers 
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Gabriele Meusel is 
a geographer who 
has worked at the 
Environment and 
Energy Department of 
the Free and Hanseatic 
City of Hamburg since 
1992. In 2017, she took 
on the responsibility 

to facilitate the implementation of Hamburg’s Green 
Public Procurement guidelines across all procurement 
departments. Hamburg’s legally binding GPP 
guidelines have been renewed in 2019. For this News 
Alert we spoke to Ms. Meusel about Hamburg’s GPP 
policy and the City’s ambitions for the future.  

Since when has the City of Hamburg 
been dedicated to Green Public 
Procurement?

With a procurement volume of over €220 
million, Hamburg wants to leverage its 
purchasing power and send a strong 
signal to the market to deliver products 
and services that protect natural resources 
and benefit the environment. In 2016, 
with the adoption of guidelines for green 
public procurement, the City has legally 
bound itself to procure green. 

To read the interview
in full, click here.

City of Hamburg leading by example on GPP in Germany

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/191113_EU GPP criteria for public space maintenance_SWD (404) 2019 final.pdf
https://projects.interreg-baltic.eu/projects/stratkit-197.html#information
http://www.sustainable-procurement.org/fileadmin/user_upload/StratKIT_event.pdf
https://susproc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/computers/stakeholders.html
mailto:JRC-B5-COMPUTERS%40ec.europa.eu?subject=
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/6789344/b75ca35ac5a3431b375ac5f4cd3e531d/data/d-umweltleitfaden-kurz-englisch.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/6789344/b75ca35ac5a3431b375ac5f4cd3e531d/data/d-umweltleitfaden-kurz-englisch.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_93_Interview.pdf
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Zoom in on... Green Deal Circular 
Procurement Flanders 

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Increasing the share of organic food in public canteens 
– one egg at a time (City of Växjö, Sweden)

Zoom in on... Big Buyers Initiative 
meeting and workshop 
The cities of the European Commission’s 
Big Buyers Initiative took part in a joint 
meeting and workshop in Oslo on 28 
and 29 November. Working groups on 
circular construction, heavy-duty electric 
vehicles and zero-emission construction 
sites shared experiences and developed 
criteria and plans for pilot procurements. 
The cities will engage in further capacity 
building events, market engagement 
and will give and receive feedback on 
approaches and criteria for their planned 
procurement. More information

The Green Deal Circular Procurement 
Flanders is an initiative by Circular 
Flanders to get circular procurement 
off the ground. Over 150 organisations 
were involved in this two-year trajectory 
to define and develop over 200 circular 
procurement pilots. On November 
21, during the final event in Brussels, 
a “Buyer Meets Supplier” fair with 
suppliers of circular products was held. 
All results from the two-year programme 
and more resources about circular 
procurement are available online. 
More information

The City of Växjö is a midsized city 
of 93 000 inhabitants, located in 
the Swedish province Kronobergs 
län. The city is responsible for food 
purchases to provide schools, 
pre-schools and nursery homes 
with daily meals. One of Växjö’s 
environmental goals is to increase 
the share of organically produced 
food to at least 80% by 2020 
while also reducing transport and 
packaging associated with food 
production and delivery.

In early 2019, the city published a 
call for tender specifically for the supply of eggs. The tender covered a supply of 
about 69,000 kg of eggs, based on past demand. The tender was divisible – bidders 
could choose to submit bids that only cover some of the sub-municipalities demand, 
and several suppliers could win the tender.

Download the full case study here.
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Reducing food transport emissions through route optimisation 
and more efficient vehicles (City of Helsinki, Finland)

The City of Helsinki has the mission 
to become climate neutral by 
2035. To achieve this goal, all its 
procurement departments work 
toward minimising the carbon 
impact of the goods they procure.

The Helsinki Service Center is in 
charge of developing, preparing, 
and delivering food products for 
everyday and festive occasions. It 
aimed to improve their operations of 
food transportation to become more customer friendly and reliable, save costs, and 
significantly reduce the environmental impact of their operations. By conducting in-
depth research into their own operation, the city was able to optimise the delivery 
of food in the city, which combined with high energy efficiency requirements for 
vehicles, reduced its transport emissions significantly.

Download the full case study here.
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