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Together with transort and energy, food is 
one of the sectors with the most significant 
impact on our climate. According to the 
European Environment Agency, the food 
industry is responsible for over 10% of 
greenhouse gas emissions in Europe 
(source). This only accounts for the direct 
emissions associated with agriculture and 
food processing, to which we might also 
add those from transport, storage and 
food waste.

The European Commission published 
new EU green public procurement criteria 
for food, catering services and vending 
machines in September. The Criteria 
were developed through an extensive 
stakeholder process and address the 
various procurement and contracting 
situations which take place on the market, 
including procurement of food by public 
authorities and the procurement of 
catering services, either using in-house 
resources or facilities or outsourcing in full 
or in part through contract catering firms. 

The publication offers core and 

comprehensive criteria for procurement 
of organic food products, more 
environmentally responsible marine 
and aquaculture food products, plant-
based menus, and more ecologically 
responsible vegetable fats. It also focuses 
on waste prevention of food, beverages 
and other resources, including criteria 
for sorting and disposal, and energy and 
water consumption in the kitchen. 

The Criteria are available in English (here), 
with translations into the other official EU 
languages to follow soon.

New green purchasing criteria for food and catering services

The cities of Copenhagen, Oslo, 
Helsinki, Budapest, Brussels 
Environment, Lisbon, Amsterdam 
and Trondheim met the market to 
discuss procurement ambitions for 
zero-emission construction sites 
and sustainable building materials 
in Copenhagen in October. The 
event took place as an activity of the 
European Commission Big Buyers 
Initiative. The cities are working 
together on developing procurement 
criteria and approaches to accelerate 
towards lower emission construction.

Zoom in on... Big Buyers meet the 
market

A webinar introducing the European 
Commission’s new Life Cycle Costing 
Tools will take place on Monday 16th 
December (14.00-15.00). Tools have 
been developed for five product 
groups: Computers, Indoor Lighting, 
Outdoor Lighting, Imaging Equipment, 
and Vending Machines. The webinar 
will provide an introduction plus 
practical instructions on using the 
tool. To register, click here. 

Zoom in on... LCC Tool Webinar  

Image: Pexels / Burst

Miquel Benito has 
been Director for 
the Coordination 
of Administrative 
Procurement at 
Barcelona City Council 
since November 2018. 

What is a Public Procurement Fair, and 
why did Barcelona decide to host one?

Barcelona has been pioneering sustainable 
public procurement since 2001. For 
example, it has approved two formal acts 
for responsible public procurement, and 

has made the use of green and social 
procurement criteria compulsory. In 
order to have real impact, however, it’s 
sometimes necessary to help suppliers 
understand environmental requirements 
and how to meet them. That’s why, in 2018, 
we held our first Public Procurement Fair, 
with the goal of promoting sustainable, 
transparent and accessible public 
procurement, and boosting participation 
of SMEs and innovative companies in 
public tenders. 

To read the interview in full, click here. 

Barcelona City Council’s First Public Procurement Fair
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Zoom in on... CityLoops

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Renovating the façade of an unused warehouse 
as part of plans for a sustainable Youth Centre 

Zoom in on... 
CompraVerde 2019 Awards
On Friday 18 October, the 13th edition 
of the CompraVerde (Buy Green) Forum 
concluded with an awards ceremony 
recognizing the best Italian examples of 
GPP. Many procurers were recognised, 
including the University of Turin for 
their eco-innovative vending machines, 
the Municipality of Pinerolo for its 
holistic use of green food procurement, 
and the Municipality of Cerignola for 
GPP in the maintenance of green space.
A full list of awardees can be found here. 

CityLoops – which focuses on organic 
waste and construction and demolition 
waste and soil – will support seven 
medium-sized cities from across 
Europe to develop circular economy 
tools and measures, including  circular 
procurement. The project kicked-off in 
October with political representatives 
signing the Circular Cities Declaration, 
committing themselves to using city 
level policy and regulatory levers to 
enhance the circular economy. 
Find out more here. 

Alzira Municipality is the capital of its county in the Valencian region of Spain, with a 
population of about 44,500 people. Alzira Municipality is a signatory of the Covenant 
of Mayors for Climate and Energy since 2016. 

The town is part of the Consorci de la Ribera, a consortium of local governments 
comprised of 47 small municipalities in two neighbouring counties, which is also 
a participant in the Prominent MED (Public pRocureMent of Innovation boosting 
greEN growTh in the MEDiterranean area) Project, which aims to boost the use of 
innovative energy efficient materials and processes in the refurbishment of public 
buildings through innovative contract procedures in public procurement.

The Consorci renovated in 2019 an unused warehouse into a Youth Centre, with the 
ultimate aim of transforming it into a near zero energy building (NZEB). As part of 
this transformation, the Consorci decided   to use innovation procurement for the 
first time, to procure façade renovations (principally windows—including glazing, 
frames, and shading) which will significantly reduce the overall building energy 
consumption and associated CO2 emissions without compromising the building’s 
functionality and comfort.

A stimulated energy performance analysis of the building with standard solutions 
(meeting the minimum performance by current building regulations) was provided 
as a baseline, and each supplier was asked to demonstrate the reduction in energy 
demand that their bid would achieve by inputting their solution into the theoretical 
model.
Compared to the baseline model, the contracted solution demonstrated a 15% 
reduction in energy demand for heating (from 63 to 54.6 kWh/m2yr) and a 19% 
reduction in cooling (from 34.1 to 27.5 kWh/m2yr). Overall, the façade renovation 
shows a 15% reduction of the building’s energy needs. As a result, annual operating 
costs are reduced by €924  per year, which over the 30 year life cycle calculation 
amounts to cost savings of €27,720.

Download the full case study here. 
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