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Procura+ Awards 2019: Cities recognised for excellence in
sustainable and innovation procurement
The winners of the 2019 Procura+
Awards were revealed on September
24 during the award ceremony at
the Nordic Edge Expo in Stavanger,
Norway. The Awards, an initiative
of ICLEI Local Governements for
Sustainability, recognise excellence
in sustainable and innovation public
procurement across four categories.
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In the category of ‘Sustainable
Procurement of the Year’, Ghent
(Belgium) was awarded for its
work partnering with suppliers
on responsible work wear. Runner-up
in this category is the Government of
Catalonia (Spain) – with its sustainable
framework contract for cleaning services
(see the News Alert case study here). The
“Procurement Initiative of the Year” was
this year awarded to Zurich (Switzerland)
was honoured for its initiative to use
recycled concrete in buildings (also a
News Alert case study here).

needed to reduce the load on its existing
drainage network from the increase
in climate change-related heavy rain
events. It used an innovation partnership
to develop customised solutions to
catch rainwater and manage its release.
Finally, the ‘Outstanding Innovation
Procurement in ICT’ Award went to a
consortium led by CERN (a research
organisation based in Switzerland).

The Municipality of Frederiksberg
(Denmark)
won
the “Innovation
Procurement of the Year” Award. The city

To learn more about the winners and find
out about the runners up of each category
read the full article here.
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A National Action Plan for GPP in Malta
Kristian Sultana is
Environment Officer in
the Maltese Directorate
for the Environment
and Climate Change.
He was part of the
team developing the
second GPP National
Plan for Malta and is
responsible for coordinating its implementation.

What is the aim of the new GPP
National Action Plan (NAP)?
Green public procurement (GPP) seeks
to reduce the environmental impact of
the workings of government through

the goods and services it purchases. In
Malta, the public sector is one of the
largest procurers of goods and services,
accounting for 10% of GDP. Generating
this critical procurement mass, it is vital
that our public authorities procure in an
environmentally friendly and efficient
manner, thus setting an example for the
private sector, anticipating that this sector
will follow suit.
To read the interview
in full, click here.

Zoom in on... LCC tool for Indoor
Lighting and Outdoor Lighting
The European Commission has
developed two new tools to calculate
the Life Cycle Costs (LCC) of Indoor
Lighting and Road Lighting. The tools
are accompanied by a User Guide, and
form part of a range of LCC tools being
developed by the Commission.
More information
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Zoom in on... GPP Training toolkit
available in 11 languages
The European Commission’s Training
toolkit for GPP is now available in 11
languages. Developed as part of an
ongoing training programme in 11 EU
countries, the toolkit introduces the
fundamentals of GPP in six modules,
plus an overview of GPP criteria in 10
strategic sectors.
More information
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GPP good practice
Increasing brick recycling rates when procuring
demolition services in Hjørring (Denmark)
In 2018, Hjørring
Municipality began
a pilot project to
increase the recovery
and recycling of bricks
from two buildings
scheduled
for
demolition. First, the
Municipality carried
out
a
feasibility
study to assess the
resource
recovery
potential of the sites.
It also entered into
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a partnership with
the municipal waste
disposal company, which agreed to purchase the reclaimed bricks for future resale.
As a result of the tender, just under 22,000 bricks were recovered, saving 10,950kg
of CO2.
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Zoom in on... Webinar on Road
Lighting and Traffic Signals
Road lighting and traffic signals are
essential to the safety of our streets,
but also come with environmental
impacts. To learn about the latest EU
GPP Criteria, plus hear first-hand from
good practice procurers, join the next
EU GPP Helpdesk Webinar on Thursday
10th October (14.00 to 15.30 Brussels
time). Registration is now open.
More information

Download the full case study here.

Eliminating single-use plastic from the provision of
drinking water in medical centres (Mutualia, Spain)
Until recently, all water fountains in
Mutualia’s facilities were designed to
dispense from large plastic bottles
(11 litres) into single-use plastic cups.
Patients also received bottled water
with their meals, and bottled water
was provided during meetings.
This led to high expenditures on
mineral water on the one hand, and
a high amount of plastic waste on
the other: approximately 147,000
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glasses, 4,000 large cooler bottles for
the fountains, and 7,000 small water
bottles were used and thrown away each year. By procuring water fountains which
could be connected to the public water network, and providing reusable glass
containers for staff and patients, Mutalia has eliminated single-use plastic water
containers, and expects to save €17,000 annually on water.
Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.
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Zoom in on... Procuring vending
machines in hospitals
Many healthcare facilities are acting
proactively to improve the quality
and sustainability of food provided
on their premises. One area which is
often overlooked however is vending
machines. Health Care Without Harm
has published new guidance for
healthcare organisations looking to
procure healthier, more nutritious and
more sustainable vending machines.
As well as an overview of EU legislation,
the guidance includes case studies and
recommendations. More information
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