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The European Commission (EC) has 
embarked on a training programme on 
Green Public Procurement (GPP) across 
eleven EU Member States – Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, and 
Romania. Its purpose is to support a 
higher uptake of green purchasing actions 
throughout the EU, by providing high-
quality training material and targeted 
training schemes. 

Topics covered include how to implement 
GPP, the legal context, how to assess 
needs for public procurement, engaging 
with potential suppliers/providers, and 
an introduction to circular procurement. 
Also, the training will explore the main 
environmental issues for products and 
services key for public procurement (like 
buildings, roads, transport and cleaning), 
and how these can be addressed in 
purchasing procedures. The training 
materials are available online on the EC’s 
GPP website in the form of a modular GPP 

Training Toolkit made up of presentations 
and supplementary guidance. The training 
activities began in the spring (2019) and 
will be made up of four sessions, allowing 
participants the chance to apply the 
learning in between modules and develop 
knowledge through practical tasks. 

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustain-
ability is coordinating the training, which 
is delivered by partners in each country. 
For more information on the GPP Training, 
contact gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org.  

European Commission launches 
GPP training programme and toolkit

On 24 April, the French Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food enacted a new 
legal requirement for sustainable 
and healthy food in public catering 
facilities - schools, universities, etc. By 
1 January 2022, latest, 50% of food 
served must be sustainable or of a 
specific quality, with at least 20% from 
organic agriculture. A National Council 
for Collective Catering will monitor 
implementation.
More information (in French)…

Zoom in on... Legal requirement for 
sustainable food in France

The last GPP Helpdesk webinar took 
place on 12 April and presented the 
new GPP Criteria for Road Transport. 
If you missed it and would like to 
listen to the recording or download 
the presentations, please visit the 
European Commission’s GPP website. 
In addition to the GPP Criteria, good 
practices were presented by the Turin 
Transport Group and the City of Oslo.

Zoom in on...  
Road transport

Image: Pixabay / Pexels

Sandra Pedro has 
been the Head of 
the Urban Areas 
Management Division 
in the Municipality of 
Torres Vedras since 
2004. Sandra has 
been involved in the 
City’s work on energy 

efficiency, sustainable mobility, sustainable public 
procurement (SPP) and waste management, and 
most recently on circular public procurement. 
The City of Torres Vedras won the European Green 
Leaf in 2015 for its actions on sustainability.

What is Torres Vedras’ prime ambition 
behind circular procurement?
Torres Vedras’ prime ambition is to 
contribute to build a local circular 

economy, through amongst others, 
changing current public procurement 
practices to more sustainable and circular 
practices. This transition requires an active 
engagement in changing consumption 
patterns and supporting suppliers to 
become providers of more sustainable 
and circular products/services. Leading 
by example, we believe that we can help 
boost the demand for goods and services 
that better align with the principles of 
circular economy, by stimulating the shift 
of purchasing decisions towards more 
sustainable and circular choices. 

To read the interview
in full, click here.

Portugal’s first ‘green deal’ promoting circular economy 
through public procurement 
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Zoom in on... Zero emission 
deliveries in cities

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here. 

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

A low carbon, circular economy approach to concrete 
procurement - City of Zurich (Switzerland) 

Zoom in on... 
Conference in Budapest
The Public Procurement Authority of 
Hungary is organising an international 
conference on Challenges in 
Sustainable Public Procurement on 
5-6 June 2019 in Budapest. In addition 
to strategic public procurement, the 
conference will also cover public 
procurement remedies and efficiency.
More information…

Launched on 14 May in Brussels at the 
project’s final event, the Handbook 
‘Procuring zero emission delivery 
of goods and services’, produced 
by the EU-funded BuyZET project, 
will help local authorities reduce the 
carbon footprint of their procurement 
activities. The Handbook targets traffic 
reduction and zero emission vehicles 
in urban logistics.

Construction and demolition waste is 
one of the largest waste streams in the 
EU, accounting for between 25-30% of 
all waste generated. The City of Zurich 
(Switzerland) spends around €370 million 
each year on new public buildings, and 
around 15-25% (€55-90 million per year) 
of this cost is related to structural work, 
including the building’s concrete structure 
and shell. During the last 15 years, Zurich has strived to use as much recycled concrete 
aggregate as possible in its public building projects. And since 2015, requires the use 
of cement produced with less CO2 for new buildings. Recycling concrete alone will 
not overcome its other major environmental impact – CO2 emissions. These emissions 
are largely embodied in the production of concrete’s other main ingredient – cement.
 
Recycled concrete is now used whenever technically feasible in public building 
projects in Zurich, with some buildings made of almost 100% recycled concrete. The 
practice has been extended to roads, for road foundations, and also by increasing 
the use of reclaimed or recycled asphalt.

Download the full case study here.

Image: Pixabay / Pexels

Image: Pixabay / Adonyig

Furniture framework applying circular economy 
principles - City of Malmö (Sweden) 

Sweden’s third largest city, the City of Malmö, 
employs some 26,000 people, thus its 
furniture needs are significant. Despite the 
city council’s GPP actions for its purchases 
of new furniture, and a number of internal 
initiatives addressing the reuse of furniture, 
Malmö estimates that it disposes of around 
70 tonnes of furniture/year, some of which 
is recycled, with the rest sent to landfill. 

In 2018, Malmö decided to pilot a procurement approach that would increase the 
reuse and refurbishment of furniture, while drawing as much attention as possible to 
existing internal services. The new approach has also been used to help encourage 
behavioral change by developing a ‘priority list’ to keep guide users’ actions when 
a furniture need arises. The City estimates that buying from the reused furniture 
framework will be around 20-30% cheaper, and that over time, the quantities 
purchased using this framework will increase, while the quantities of new furniture 
purchased will decrease.

Download the full case study here.
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