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Calls for GPP to favour healthy food and sustainable diets
Earlier this year, two important reports
were released which could significantly
influence our food systems and our
future consumption habits. The first
of these, Food in the Anthropocene:
the EAT–Lancet Commission on healthy
diets from sustainable food systems,
published on 16 January, seeks to link
nutritional targets with environmental
sustainability. Findings of the report
state that “transformation to healthy
diets by 2050 will require substantial
dietary shifts, including a greater than
50% reduction in global consumption of
unhealthy foods, such as red meat and
sugar, and a greater than 100% increase
in consumption of healthy foods, such
as nuts, fruits, vegetables, and legumes.
However, the changes needed differ
greatly by region”.
The report’s author’s call for relevant
national bodies to implement guidelines
for healthy diets from sustainable food
systems, supported by enabling policies
and incentives, and reflected through
public procurement policies. Further
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recognition is given to the leverage which
public procurement policies can have via
workplaces, schools, hospitals and other
venues where public meals are provided.
However, these policies undoubtedly rely
on “persistence and continued political
leadership for success”.

Zoom in on...
Circular procurement projects
Two projects supported by the EU’s
Interreg Programme targeting circular
public procurement aim to contribute
to the stock of good practice cases in
this area, knowledge and guidance:
Circular PP, which focuses on actions
in the Baltic Sea Region and CircPro,
which concentrates on the actions of
the 10 regions involved.

The second report is the culmination
of a three-year process of participatory
research involving a multitude of
stakeholders led by the International
Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food
Systems (IPES-Food).
To read the article in full, click here.
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Using the power of public procurement to support sustainability goals - perspectives from the Czech Republic
Leona Gergelová
Šteigrová has been
involved in sustainable
public procurement
(SPP) for over eight
years, and since 2014,
has been the head of
the Public Procurement
Department in the
Czech Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. She is
also responsible for the Social Responsible Public
Procurement project.

Could you briefly describe the main
initiatives currently under way in the
Czech Republic on sustainable public
procurement?
Three years ago, at the Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs we launched a project

to support the implementation and
development of socially responsible
public procurement (SRPP) in the Czech
Republic (co-financed through EU funds).
Through all our activities, we strive to think
about the potential of public purchases
to support sustainability goals and that
these become standard practices for
contracting authorities. The most effective
way for us seems to organise different
types of events to train and increase the
awareness of professionals in this area
and to share information and examples of
good practice.
To read the interview
in full, click here.

Zoom in on...
Hazardous substances
In the framework of the EU-funded
NonHazCity project, a Guide for
chemical smart procurement was
published in January 2019. The guide
offers background information about
the reasons why local governments
should actively aim to reduce
hazardous substances through their
public tenders and provides further
tips for communication and strategy
development actions. Ready-to-use
procurement criteria and priority
substance lists are some of the other
aspects included.
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GPP good practice
Supplying sustainable garments for health
professionals in Odense (Denmark)
The Danish city of Odense has a long-standing tradition of working on a more
sustainable development, making it a cross-cutting goal across its administrations
and areas of policy. It also has its own well-established Sustainability Council
composed of a variety of locally-based stakeholders. In the city’s Elderly and Disability
Administration, for example, this has meant working sustainability into all areas of
operation. Care givers use electric cars to visit clients, for instance, care centres serve
organic food, and health workers are provided clothes via a sustainable clothing
service, which is the focus of this case study.

Zoom in on... Guidelines for events
In the quest for offering advice to staff
from the European Commission (EC)
on how to organise meetings/events
with less of an impact on sustainability,
the EC has published a list of
Guidelines on organising sustainable
meetings and events at the Commission.
The Guidelines come in the form
of seven main steps, which can be
followed using a series of checklists
and guidance providing ‘minimum
requirements’ and ‘advanced options’
for taking action. More information...
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In 2015, Odense published a call for tender for a six-year framework contract which
sought to include all elements of clothing provision to health professionals within
one contract: leasing, collection, washing, and return of clothes to various points in
the Odense Municipality. In addition, the supplier was to become responsible for the
logistics of the service, and the operation of a resource management system, which
makes it easier to control inventory on an ongoing basis.
A number of mandatory requirements were made by Odense, including that the
garments should be made from low-toxicity textile products, preferably products
and fibres with limited environmental impact during manufacture, and made from
fibres grown with minimal use of pesticides (based on Oeko-Tex 100 requirements).
Requirements for the laundry service to fulfill the Nordic Swan criteria were also
made. 20% of the total points for the award phase were allocated to additional
sustainability (optional) demands. Odense’s new contract was awarded in 2016 and is
expected to generate efficiency improvements of €1.2 million during the contracted
period, as a result of the new approach to garment/uniform management.
Download the full case study here.

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website.
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here.

Zoom in on... Nordic cooperation on
innovation procurement
Support agencies and competence
centres from Finland, Norway and
Sweden have joined together to
discuss shared innovation procurement
objectives and challenges, and future
regional collaboration opportunities. By
combining resources and knowledge,
opportunities exist for increasing the
number and impact of innovative and
sustainable purchases in the Nordic
regions. More information...
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