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Vehicles are purchased or used 
by many public authorities, 
and play a role in the delivery 
of other contracts such as for 
construction, landscaping, 
waste management, social 
care, facilities management 
and highways maintenance. 
Specialised vehicles, such as 
buses and waste collection 
trucks, are examples of 
market sectors where public demand 
may be particularly influential in moving 
towards lower emissions and greater fuel 
efficiency (source).

In January, the European Commission 
(EC) published new guidance to help 
support public authorities in Europe with 
their public procurement decisions for 
cars, buses and trucks. The new guidance 
comes in the form of EU Green Public 
Procurement (GPP) criteria and is an 
update of previous guidance issued in 
2012. The updated criteria have been 
considerably broadened in scope, 
now covering purchases, leases and 

rentals of vehicles and related mobility 
services. The latter covers services such 
as car sharing, taxis, combined mobility 
services, and cycles. 

The new EU guidance will complement 
the soon to be approved requirements 
for cars and buses from the EU Clean 
Vehicles Directive. Successful ‘trilogue’ 
discussions (informal tripartite meetings 
between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission) on 
11 February 2019 have paved the way 
for a final vote on the agreed deal in the 
Parliament - provisionally scheduled for 6 
April 2019. 

New guidance on green purchasing for Road Transport

Did you miss the last GPP Helpdesk 
webinar on cleaning products and 
services? Learn about the new EU 
criteria, as well as a good practice 
example from the Government of 
Catalonia. Visit the EC’s GPP website 
to listen to the recording or download 
the presentations given during the 
webinar (from 18 December). 
More information…

Zoom in on... Green cleaning 
products and services

Participate now 
in the online 
consultation, which forms part of 
a broader reflection by the EC on 
the future of the EU Ecolabel. The 
consultation aims at identifying 
opportunities to increase the uptake 
of the EU Ecolabel, focusing on the 
most promising product/service 
groups. Ecolabels are valuable tools 
for greening procurement - for 
checking compliance and defining 
requirements (more information). 
The online questionnaire (in English, 
French, German, Italian, Spanish and 
Polish) targets consumers, EU Ecolabel 
license holders, retailers, industry 
representatives and others. 
Deadline is 3 March 2019.

Zoom in on...  
Last days to give 
your opinion on 
future of the EU 
Ecolabel
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Espen Nicolaysen 
is the Head of 
Section Sustainable 
Procurement in the City 
of Oslo (Norway). He 
oversees sustainable 
procurement across its 
50 municipal agencies, 
with goods, services and 

works per year in the City of Oslo worth €2.6 billion. 
Oslo Municipality is Norway’s second largest purchaser.

How has public procurement 
contributed to Oslo’s European Green 
Capital status?
Our vision is for Oslo to be a green, 
inclusive and smart city and being 
awarded the title of European Green 
Capital 2019 was a great testament to 
our work towards that vision. We have 

climate goals for Oslo to reduce direct 
greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 
2020 and by 95% by 2030 (compared to 
1990-level). Oslo uses public procurement 
as a strategic tool to achieve these 
climate goals. The Procurement Strategy 
of the City of Oslo, adopted in October 
2017, shows a reinforced commitment to 
sustainable procurement, including the 
main target that ‘Oslo municipality shall 
carry out appropriate and cost-efficient 
procurement processes - delivering good 
and socially responsible solutions both in 
the short and the long term.’ 

To read the interview in full, 
click here.

The City of Oslo: Green procurement for a Green Capital 
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http://www.procuraplus.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Manual/Procuraplus_Manual_Third_Edition.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/criteria/transport.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/vehicles/directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/vehicles/directive_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/02/12/promoting-clean-vehicles-provisional-deal-with-parliament/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/helpdesk.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/webinars_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/faq_en.htm#framework2
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EUEcolabelStrategy2019
http://www.procuraplus.org/fileadmin/user_upload/City_files/Oslo/City_of_Oslo_Procurement_Strategy_2017.pdf
http://www.procuraplus.org/fileadmin/user_upload/City_files/Oslo/City_of_Oslo_Procurement_Strategy_2017.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_86_Interview.pdf
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Zoom in on... 
Price of greener products

To read more GPP examples, visit the European Commission’s GPP website. 
Previous issues of the GPP News Alert are available here. 

The GPP News Alert is an initiative of the 
European Commission, Directorate-General 
Environment. Editor: EU GPP Helpdesk 
Email: gpp-helpdesk@iclei.org 
The articles published in the GPP News 
Alert represent the personal views of the 
contributors and do not necessary reflect 
those of the European Commission, nor 
any person acting on its behalf.

GPP good practice

Preparation and delivery of healthy and sustainable school 
meals in Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium) 

Zoom in on... 
Furniture: New e-learning tool
A new e-learning course on the design 
and manufacture of green furniture has 
been launched as part of the Erasmus+ 
funded GPP-Furniture project. The 
project aims to increase the capacity 
of suppliers to meet the increasing 
number of green furniture tenders 
in the public sector, and will also be 
useful to those procurers new to GPP 
in furniture. The course is available in 
English, Spanish, Bulgarian, Romanian 
and Polish. More information...

Image: Dreamstime / Olga Mark

Image: Pixabay / Thoxuan99

In November 2018, the Danish 
Environmental Protection Agency 
published the results of a study which 
looked into the price of green products 
compared to non-green products 
alternatives. It found that, in 11 out 
of 15 categories,  green products are 
cost competitive with conventional 
products, including laptops, cleaning 
services, paint, work clothes, and 
dishwashers. Full results, including a 
summary of the conclusions in English 
(from page 8) are available here.

The City of Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve (OLLN) in the Walloon region of Belgium 
provides 700 meals a day to nine schools in its territory. Since 2010, the City has 
been implementing a procurement policy focused on offering children quality food, 
which is seasonal, environmentally friendly and healthy. 
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In 2017, OLLN underwent a process of retendering for its school catering contract, 
and started by motivating the market to provide more sustainable food by using the 
city’s purchasing power as leverage, and carrying out a users’ needs analysis through 
an external dietician and parents of children using the service. An active approach 
to reducing food waste was also undertaken by the city, which included setting 
mandatory requirements for the caterer to monitor food leftovers: from plates and 
from the catering service. The result is that the city now employs a service which will 
offer an increasing amount of organically grown produce (annually) - reaching 20% 
in the third and fourth years of the contract. Menus now include a high percentage 
of food which is in season, and food wasted has been reduced from 29% to 13% in 
a short time.

Download the full case study here.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_group_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/node_en
http://www.gpp-furniture.eu/
https://eng.mst.dk/
https://eng.mst.dk/
https://www2.mst.dk/Udgiv/publikationer/2018/06/978-87-93710-17-7.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue_86_Case_Study_166_Ottignies.pdf

